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L.D. 2004

DATE:_%"IX"?X (Filing No. H—%‘i )

AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION AND FORESTRY

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of
the House.

STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
118TH LEGISLATURE
SECOND REGULAR SESSION

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ”/?u to H.P. 1440, L.D. 2004, Bill, "An
Act to Ensure Long-term Funding of the Maine Agricultural
Experiment Station Research Farms Connected with Land Grant
Colleges"

Amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency preamble
(page 1, lines 1 to 17 in L.D.)

Further amend the bill in section 2 in the 4th line (page 1,
line 31 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "AGRICULTURE"
the following: 'AND'

Further amend the bill by striking out all of section 3
(page 1, lines 35 to 50 and page 2, lines 1 to 30 in L.D.) and
inserting in its place the following: :

'Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §121, as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, §25, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§121. Maine Aqgricultural Experiment Station

1. Establishment. The department of the University of

Maine System known and designate as he Main Agricultural

Experiment Station, referred to in this section as the '"station,"

established at the University of Maine at Orono in connection
with the universi n nder th ir ion of the wuniversit
the director and the Board of Agriculture, for the purpose of
carrving into eff n A £ th ngres f the United States
approved March 2, 1887, to establish agricultural experiment
station in_'connection with the oll s tablished in the
veral under n_ A roved  Jul 2 1862 n £ he
A upplementar her mu maintain in rdance with
h urpo for which it w originall lished.
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "f?“ to H.P, 1440, L.D. 2004

2. Dir r. The Presiden f th niversit f Maine a

Qrono, . in consultation with the Board of Agriculture, shall
appoint for a term of 5 years the Director of the Maine
Agricultural Exzperiment Station, referred to in this section as
the "director."” After the term has expired, the director is
eligible for reappointment. The director may bhe removed by the

President of the University of Maine at Orono, in consultation

with the Board of Agriculture, for cause. The director shall

work with the Board of Agriculture to oversee the work of the

university faculty at the station. The director of the station
i h X ive and administrative officer f _th ation and

shall exercise supervision, direction and control over the
station in accordance with the programs and policies of the

University of Maine System and thoge established by the Board of

Agriculture.'’

Further amend the bill in section ¢ in that part designated
"§122." by striking out all of the last sentence (page 2, lines
40 to 43 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following: 'The
Director of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station shall-hawve,
with the agreement of the Board of Agriculture, has the general
supervision, management and control of said-farm those farms and
of all investigations thereon. The board and the director shall
seek agreement on all issues. In the event that agreement can
not be reached, final authority rests with the director.’

Further amend the bill in section 4 in that part designated
"§123." in the 2nd line from the end (page 3, line 1 in L.D.) by
striking out the following: "direetor--of--said--stakien” and
inserting in its place the following: 'director of said the

station with the agreement of the'

Further amend the bill in section 4 in that part designated

‘"§123." by inserting at the end the following 2 new sentences:

'The hoard and the director shall seek agreement on all issues.

In the event that agreement can not be reached, final authority
rests with the director.'

Further amend the bill in section 4 in that part designated
"§124." in the 3rd line (page 3, line 9 in L.D.) by striking out
the following: "direeker-of--said-skaktien” and inserting in its
place the following: '‘director of said the station with the
agreement of the'

Further amend the bill in section 4 in that part designated
"§124." by inserting at the end the following 2 new sentences:
'The rd and the dir or shall seek reemen n_all issues.
In th vent that agreement n_not be r h final authorit

rests with the director.'
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/?” to H.P., 1440, L.D. 2004

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." by striking out all of subsection 1 (page 3, lines 16 to
34 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the following:

‘1. Establishment:; duties. The Board of Agriculture,

referred to in this section as the '"board," as establighed in
Title 5. section 12004-G, subsection 4-A, is created within the
University of Maine Svstem. The board. shall advise the

Chancellor of the University of Maine System and the President of
the University of Maine at Orono on matters concerning the
operation and management of agricultural research conducted by
the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station and  university

farm- rogr includin hose of the University of Maine
Cooperative Extension Service. The board’ uties are limited to
advising the chancellor and the president on research and
programs relating %to agriculture. The board does not advise the
Director of the Maine Agricultural FExperiment Station or have a

role in the operation of research and programs within the Maine
Agricultural Experiment Station that relate to forestry,
wildlife, or fisheries and aguaculture. The board shall assist
the chancellor and the president in articulating the mission of
the Maine Agqricultural Experiment Station as it pertains to
agriculture. The director, with the agreement of the board,
shall develop a budget for the station. The board and the
director shall seek agreement on all issues. In the event that
agreement c¢an not be reached, final authority rests with the
dirsctor. The board may not interfere with funding and grants
for. commodity research programs brought to the University of
Maine System directly or through the efforts of commodity

r . Th r hall respect the expertise f_ the wvarious
commodity groups and shall maintain the integrity of the research
ing recommend nd reviewed b cific commodit roups.. The

board shall aggist in the coordination of activities with
commodity groups interegted in or supporting agricultural
research. The  board shall consult with the following
agricultural commodity advisory committees on agricultural

research and extension priorities:

A, The University of Maine System Wild Blueberry Advisory
Committee: and
B. The P Marketing Improvemen mm3i, !

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 by striking out all of the first
paragraph (page 3, lines 36 to 38 in L.D.) and inserting in its
place the following:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT f?/" to H.P. 1440, L.D. 2004

‘2. Membership. The board congists of the following 19
members; '

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 in paragraph A by inserting after the
following: "Maine" the following: 'at Qrono’

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 in paragraph C in the last line (page 3,
line 46 in L.D.) by inserting after the following: "Resources"

the following: 'or the commissioner's designee’

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 in paragraph F by striking out all of
subparagraphs (1) to (8) (page 4, lines 5 to 20 in L.D.) and
inserting in their place the following:

'(1) The Maine Potato Board:
2 The Wild Blueberr mmission of Maine:;
3 A wide mological ie

(4) A _statewide vegetable and small fruit growers

a ciation:

A wide iry in r iation:
A wi landscape and nurgery assQciation:
7 A wi flori n rower lation; and
A wi rgani farmer nd rdener
iation:'

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 in paragraph G in the 2nd and 3rd lines
(page 4, lines 23 and 24 in L.D.) by striking out-the following:

' forestry and natural resource'’

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 in paragraph H in the last line (page 4,
line 30 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "and"

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 by striking out all of paragraph I (page

4, lines 32 to 34 in L.D.) and inserting in its place the
following:
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ?%?; to H.P. 1440, L.D. 2004

1. Two research faculty members associated with
ricultural r rch h niversi Maine a ron
in h Boar £f Tr £ h niversi £

Maine System: and'

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 2 by 4inserting after paragraph I the
following:

J. The Director of the University of Maine Cooperative
Extension Service.'

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 3 in the 3rd line (page 4, line 44 in L.D.)
by striking out the following: "Station, shall" and inserting in
its place the following: 'Station shall'

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 5 in the 4th line (page 5, line 5 in L.D.)
by inserting after the following: '"Maine" the following 'System’
and in the 3rd 1line from the end (page 5, line 9 in L.D.) by
inserting after the following: "evaluation of the" the
following: 'Maine’

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 5 by inserting at the end the following new
sentence: 'The Board of Agriculture shall submit annually to the
Board of Trustees of the University of Maine System proposals for
additional funding for capital building projects at the research

farms.'

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 6 in the 3rd line from the end (page 5,
line 18 in L.D.) by striking out the following: "regionalization

of extension facilities,"

Further amend the bill in section 5 in that part designated
"§125." in subsection 6 by inserting at the end the following new
sentence: 'Th lan devel h r es._n include

operations, research and programs relating to forestry, wildlife,

ltur n isheries.'

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
emergency clause the following:

'Sec. 6. Maine Agricultural Experiment Station; budget.
Beginning with fiscal year 1999-2000, the Board of Trustees of
the University of Maine System shall strive to allocate funds for
the experimental farms within the Maine Agricultural Experiment
Station at or above the fiscal year 1995-96 funding level. For
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "ﬁ)" to H.P. 1440, L.D. 2004

fiscal years 2000-01 to 2001-02, the board of trustees shall
strive to increase the funding for each experimental farm by a
minimum of 5% per year above that farm's 1995-96 funding.
Capital building projects must be .funded from within the
university facilities management budget.'

Further amend the bill by striking out all of the emergency
clause (page 5, lines 22 and 23 in L.D.)

Further amend the bill by relettering or renumbering any
nonconsecutive Part letter or section number to read
consecutively.

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the
summary the following:

'FISCAL NOTE

The additional costs associated with the Board of
Agriculture can be absorbed by the University of Maine System
utilizing existing budgeted resources. ' v

The Department of Agriculture, Food and Rural Resources will
incur some minor additional costs to participate in the Board of
Agriculture. These costs can be absorbed within the department's
existing budgeted resources.'

SUMMARY

‘The amendment clarifies that final authority for
administration of the Maine Agricultural Experiment Station
rests with the Director of the Maine Agricultural Experiment
Station. It removes the emergency preamble from the bill and
Places in unallocated law a directive to the Board of Trustees of
the - University of Maine System regarding funding for the
experimental farms within the Maine Agricultural Experiment
Station. It clarifies ‘those programs on which the Board of
Agriculture is to advise the Chancellor of the University of
Maine System and the President of the University of Maine at
Orono. It adds to the Board of Agriculture a member to repreésent

a statewide organic farmers and growers association and the

Director of the VUniversity of Maine Cooperative Extension
Service. It removes the directive that the long-range plan
developed by the Board of Agriculture include plans for
regionalizing extension facilities.

This amendment also adds a fiscal note to the bill.
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