
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 
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Legislative Document 

S.P.724 

No. 1966 

In Senate, January 8, 1998 

An Act Regarding the Spousal Allowance for Divorced Spouses of 
Nursing Home Care Recipients Receiving Medicaid. 

(EMERGENCY) 
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203. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 
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Cosponsored by Representative HATCH of Skowhegan and 
Senators: MILLS of Somerset, PINGREE of Knox. 
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JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Emergency preamble. Whereas, A.cts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, current Medicaid eligibility rules make some 
6 persons ordered to pay spousal allowances ineligible for Medicaid 

service; and 
8 

Whereas, those persons must choose between paying 
10 court-ordered spousal allowance or receiving needed medical care; 

and 
12 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
14 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
16 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety: now, therefore, 
18 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
20 

Sec. I. 22 MRSA §3174-R is enacted to read: 
22 

§3114-R. Ayailability of i~PJ!)jLbgt...1{een divorced spouses in 
24 determination of eligibility 

26 NQ.~t.b.sJ;;andipg th~he~'provisions of this chal!ter, for 
.the 'pur.p0se of determ.in.i.!lg megical ipgigency ang eligibility for 

28 assistance ;for an ingiyidual resiging or about to usige in an 
institution eligible for Megicaig 'partici'pation, income may not 

30 be consigereg .J;...o be ayail~e to that ingivigual to the ext~!!t 

'that the a'p'plicant is requireg by a court orger to 'pay alimony or 
32 spousal support to a former spouse. 

34 Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
preamble, this A.ct takes effect when approved. 

36 

38 SUMMARY 

40 This bill provides that income that is required to pay 
court-ordered alimony or spousal support may not be considered 

42 available for purposes of Medicaid eligibility for institutional 
care. 

Page l-LR2677(1} 




