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118th MAINE LEGISLATU 

SECOND REGULAR SESSION-1998 

No. 1962 Legislative Document 

S.P.719 In Senate, January 7, 1998 

An Act to Apply ERISA Standards to Pension Benefits for Teachers and 
State Employees to Clarify that They Are Nonforfeitable Once Accrued. 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
203. 

Reference to the Committee on Labor suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator MILLS of Somerset. 

Printed on recycled paper 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 



Be U enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foUows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §17801, as amended by PL 1987, c, 739, §§25 
4 and 48, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

8 ~l;).~Legisla.tJl_u_~mgy-IlQt..._ll..Q,UCe benefits accr.J.lI;l.Q_!llr-_~n 

~mgloyee under th~~.i.L...tb~loyee' s right to ~ei.Ye....._Q 
10 retireme.pt benetiJ;;_1J.nder this Part has vested. For purpQS~~ 

this sectiQn, the right to receive a retirement benefit~ 
12 y§.§.ted if it haJi....1!een accrued by an emp.1oyee w1l!L has accru~ .. tl1e 

minimum creditable service reg;uirements applicable to thgt 
14 ~mployee to receiye a retirement~~it under se~~ion 17851. 

16 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §18401, as amended by PL 1987, c, 739, §§42 
and 48, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

18 
§J8401. No reduction in benefit 

20 
The--.b&gili1.a.tJJ.x:.e may not redu.ce benefits acc~._._Qy_ an 

22 .§l.!IlpIQyee under this fart if ~ emplQyee' s right to receive ~ 
.r..etirement lumflfH. undu this Part has vest.ed. For purpQJiif1t!LM 

24 t.his sect.ion, tbQ rigbt to ~~ve a retir~ment benefit has 
vesteQ.--.iLll. has b~ accrun...J.1y an emglQy..e..e..... whQ...J].i;UL_ru; . .cx.u~t.b.e. 

26 minimum creditable service reg;uirements applicable to that 
ernp],9-yee to reQSt~g_.retiremIDl.h_pe:Qg.f.it. unQe~~c_tion 1645LQ£ 

28 18453, 

30 
SUMMARY 

32 
This bill provides that the Legislature may not reduce 

34 benefits under the Maine State Retirement System if the employee 
has accrued the minimum creditable service requirements for 

36 receipt of retirement benefits. 
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