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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §101, sub-§§85-A and 85-B are enacted to

read:

85-A, Traffic light wviolation monitoring system. '"Traffic
light violation monitoring system"” means a_ vehicle _sensor,
installed to work in conjunction with a lighted traffic control
device as defined in section 2057. subsection 1 or 3 that
automatically produces one or more photoqraph§, one or__more
microphotographs, a v1dgg§ pg g Qghgr recorded images of each
vehicle at the time th in vi Qlag;g of state
law.

85-B. 1 'Irgffu:_speed violation monitoring system. "Traffic

speed violation monitoring system" means a vehicle sensor,
installed to work in _conjunction with speed measurement
instruments as defined in section 2075, subsection 4, paragraph
A, B _or C that automatically produces one or more photographs,
oune or more microphotographs., a videotape or Q&hﬁr Lﬁgg_ﬂgd
images of each vehicle at the time the vehicle is operated

violation of state laws regulating speed.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §2075, sub-§3, J9C and D, as enacted by PL
1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to
read:

C. Regulate speed of vehicles in public parks by erecting
at all entrances to the park adequate signs giving notice of
the special speed regulations; aad

D. With the approval of the Department of Transportation
and the Chief of the Maine State Police, increase the speed
limit on through ways by erecting adequate signs giving
notice of the speed limit.; and

Sec. 3. 29-A MRSA §2075, sub-§3, §E is enacted to read:

E. Install and .operate traffic light violation monitoring
systems and traffic speed violation monitoring systems.

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §2075, sub-§4, 9B and C, as enacted by PL
1993, c. 683, Pt, A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to
read:

B. An electronic device that measures speed by
radiomicrowaves, laser or otherwise; or

C. A device  that measures, in any sequence, a selected

distance traversed by a motor vehicle operated by the law
enforcement officer and the time required by another motor
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vehicle to traverse that same distance, and computes
therefrom the average speed of the other vehicle~; or

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §2075, sub-§4, §D is enacted to read:

D, A traffic speed violation monitoring system,  Facts
other than speed . QQL@..WM@_&I_C__W
monitoring system also must be accepted as prima facie
evidence as provided in section 2601-3A,

Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §2075, sub-§6 is enacted to read:

6. State and county authority. The State or a county may
install and operate traffic 1light violation monitoring systems
and traffic speed vioclation monitoring systems.

Sec. 7. 29-A MRSA §2601-A is enacted to read:

light viclation monitoring syst
violation mopitoring system

§2;QQ1 . Enforcement actions using . ev:.dence from a. traffxc

The process and rules of evidence described in this section
apply in enforcement actions for violations of state law in which
evidence is obtained by the use of either a traffic light

violation monitoring system or a traffic speed violation
monitoring system.

1. Proof of violation, Fvidence from information obtained
from either a traffic light viclation monitoring system or a
traffic speed viglation monitoring system is admissable to prove
a violation of state law. A certificate or a facgimile sworn to
or affirmed by a state, county or municipal person qualified to
operate a traffic light vigolation mopitoring system oxr a traffic
speed _violation monitoring system. based on inspection of
photographs., microphotographs, videotape or Qnge;__r_eQQrded images
produced by a traffic light violation monitoring system or a
traffic speed violation monitoring system, mugL he accepted as
prima_facie evidence of all facts contained therein or thereon,

‘A_photograph, microphotograph, videotape or other recorded image

evidencing such a violation must be available for inspection in a

proceeding to adjudicate lisbility for that violation.

2. Rebuttable presumption of identity of violator. In the
prosecution of an offense established under this Title, prima
facie evidence -that the vehicle described in the summons issued
pursuant to this section was operated in violation of state law,
together with proof that the defendant was at the time of that
vioclation the registere wner of h hicl i
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rebuttable presumption that the registered owner of the vehicle

was the person who committed the violation., This presumption is
rebutted if:

A.__ A person other than the ownerxr is convicted of illegally

operating the vehicle at the time of the violation, In this
case, the registered owner may not be found liable under
this section:

B. The registered owner is a lessor of vehicles and at the
time of the violation the vehicle was in the possession of a
lessee and the lessor provides the investigating officer
with a copy of the lease agreement containing_ _ the

information required by section 254, In this case. the
lessee, _but not the Ilessor, may be charged under this
section;

C.__The vehicle is operated using a dealer or transporter
registration plate and at the time of the violation the
vehicle was operated by any person other than the dealer or
transporter, and if the dealer or transporter prxovides the
investigating officer with the name and_ address of the
person who had control over the vehicle at the time of the
violation. In this case, that person. but not the dealer or

transporter, may be charged under this section: orx

D. A _report that the vehicle was stolen is given to a law
enforcement officer or agency before the violation occurred
or _within a reasonable time after the violation occurred.
In _this case, the registered owner may not bhe charged under
this section.

3. Service of Violation Summons and Complaint: notice
reguirements. Notwithstanding any -other reguirements in this
subchapter or any other law, a Violation Summons and Complaint
based on evidence obtained from either a traffic light vielation
monitoring system or a traffic speed violation monitoring system
may__be served by mailing by first class mail a c¢opy of the
Violation Summons and Complaint and the certificate on which it
is based to the address of the registered owner of the vehicle as
shown on the records of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.

The mailing must also inform the alleged violator that the
enforcement action is based on evidence obtained from either a
traffic light violation monitoring system or a traffic speed

at a specific time and place calling a specified telephone
number to set up the viewing. A clear copy of the evidence may
be enclosed as a substitute for the viewing.
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action based on evidence obtained from either a traffic light
violation monitoring system or a traffic speed violation
monitoring system.

4., Use of evidence in other legal actiong. In any action
brought by a person or entity as a result of personal injury or
death or damage to property. evidence derived from a traffic
light violation monitoring system or a traffic speed vioclation
monitoring system is admissible in the same manner prescribed for
prosecution of an offense established under this section without
the requirements of authentication otherwise required by law and

has the same evidentiary effect as ribed in thi ion.
SUMMARY

Current law requires a police officer to observe a
violation, stop the violator, issue a summons and complaint and
often go to court.

This bill is based on laws in other states that permit the
use of evidence obtained £rom unmanned, automatic cameras to
prosecute and prove traffic violations. The owner of the vehicle
is rebuttably presumed to be the violator. Evidence from the
cameras may also be used in other legal actions.
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