
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



 

 

The title given on the following legislative document is 

incorrect. The correct title should be: 

 

 

An Act to Criminalize Unpermitted Visual Surveillance 

under the Clothing of a Person in a Public Place by 

Mechanical or Electronic Equipment. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 17·A MRSA §511, sub-§ 1, as amended by PL 1975, c. 499, 
4 §l, is further amended to read: 

6 1. A person is guilty of violation of privacy if, except in 
the execution of a public duty or as authorized by law, he that 

8 person intentionally: 

10 A. Commits a civil trespass on property with the intent to 
overhear or observe any person in a private place; e~ 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

B. Installs or uses in a private place without the consent 
of the person or persons entitled to privacy ~heFein in that 
~, any device for observing, photographing, recording, 
amplifying or broadcasting sounds or events in that place; e~ 

C. Installs or uses outside a private place without the 
consent of the person or persons entitled to privacy 
therein, any device for hearing, recording, amplifying or 
broadcasting sounds originating in that place whish .tllilt 
would not ordinarily be audible or comprehensible outside 
that place ... ..L..QK 

D. Engage~ in visual sJ.U:veillgnce in g public place by 
megns of mechgnicgl or ~lectronic equipment with the intent 
to observe or photograph, or record, amplify or brogdcgst gn 
imgge of gny portion of the body of another person present 
in thgt plgce when that. portion of the body is in fgct 
concegled from public view under clothing and a reasonable 
person would expect it to be safe from surveillance. 

Sec. 2. 17-A MRSA §511, sub-§l-A is enacted to read: 

I-A. It is a defen...se to a prosecution under subsecti~ 
36 parggra,ph D thgt the PersQn subject tQ suryeillgnce hgd in fact 

attained 14 yegrs Qf age gnd ha~cQnsented to the visual 
38 suryeillgnce L 

40 FISCAL NOTE 

42 This bill may increase prosecutions for Class D crimes. If 
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties 

44 are estimated to be $83.78 per day per prisoner. These costs are 
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may 

46 resul t in a j ail sentence and the resulting costs to the county 
jail system are expected to be insignificant. 

48 
The additional workload, administrat.ive costs and indigent 

50 defense costs associated with the minimal number of new cases 
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filed in the court system can be absorbed within the budgeted 
2 resources of the JUdicial Department. The collection of 

additional fines may also increase General Fund revenue by minor 
4 amounts. 

6 

SUMMARY 
8 

This bill is a new draft of L.D. 36. It establishes that a 
10 person is guilty of a violation of privacy if that person engages 

in visual surveillance in a public place by means of mechanical 
12 or electronic equipment with the intent to observe or photograph, 

record, amplify or broadcast an image of any portion of the body 
14 of another person present in that place when that portion of the 

body is concealed from public view under clothing and a 
16 reasonable person would expect it to be safe from surveillance. 

It forbids, for example, a person in a public place like a store 
18 from placing a video camera below the hemline of another person's 

skirt or kilt, aimed so as to record what it observes within the 
20 zone of privacy created by that skirt or kilt. 

22 The bill provides a defense to prosecution if the person 
subject to surveillance has in fact attained 14 years of age and 

24 has consented to the surveillance. In order to protect young 
children, consent is not a defense when the other person is under 

26 14 years of age. 
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