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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90. days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, present law does not permit the Public Utilities 
6 Commission to require an emergency rate increase to be subject to 

refund; and 
8 

Whereas, the Public Utili ties Commission has a request for 
10 emergency rates pending before it; and 

12 Whereas, the Public Utilities Commission may determine, 
after emergency rates are approved, that the rate request 

14 resulted from imprudency, justifying the disallowance of certain 
utility expenses; and 

16 
Whereas, if current law is not amended, utility ratepayers 

18 in the State may be required to pay rates that are the result of 
imprudency; and 

20 
Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 

22 create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 

24 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety; now, therefore, 

26 
Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foUows: 

28 
Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §1322, sub-§3 is enacted to read: 

30 
3. Subject to refund. titlen .~ .... rate_ inc:t.eas~_ is _granted 

32 under this section, the commission~. make .. the .~J;:.e in~reasfi 

§.Jillject to partial or full refund. T~g~terminatio!l_&-..lihether 

34 a rat.e increase is subject to refund musk.l:>g made_.QL th~_time the 
rate increas.e is granted. If nQ.--.Sucl:L.J:l~terminatiQ!l._is .. _mQ.g.e.....Qt 

36 .!;.hfi ... time_ the_ rate increase ~ante.iL.._a refund l!LQY. noj:. __ l;>~_!!l9..Q~. 
under this subsection. In makin9 ___ t..:o.at determinationL ___ t.b.g 

38 commission shall consi~~r whether making an~ portio~ Qf~~~~ratfi 
increase subject to refund will diminisb __ QL_....imJ;1Slix_ .. J:.b..Q 

40 effecl.l,yeness of the rat.sl..--i.ru;£ease~...J?rev_t;LILti®-..im.1lry._or 

responoing to an~ !"W\ergen..QLas .gescribed i.!:L§.1lbsect.i9n 1. I.f tl}~ 

42 commission de~ides tha~~_ portion of the rate increase i~ 

subject to refund, it ma~ require a refund to the extent that it 
44 subsequentl~ determines that all or ~ __ J?Qrtio.n_of the---.r;ate 

increase subject to refund relate.§.. to costs later found . to be 
46 imprudently incurred Of. was otherwi~. unwarra~ted.~Qer_the 

standards set forth in this Title. The. commission must_Oetermi.ne 
48 :whether a refund is required and the amount of .any~1L<;;..~fund 

withi.n~.months after the rate increase takes effect. Any: 
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refund of rate~_~suant to this subsection may be alULlied to the 
2 general ~QL_ratepayers and need not be applied to specific 

.customers. 
4 

6 

8 

Sec. 2. Application. Notwithstanding the 
Statutes, Title 1, section 302, this .Act 
proceeding pending at the time of its enactment. 

Maine 
applies 

Revised 
to any 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
10 preamble, this .Act takes effect when approved. 

12 
SUMMARY 

14 
This bill permits the Public Utili ties Commission to grant 

16 an emergency rate increase subject to refund if the commission 
later determines that all or a portion of the emergency increase 

18 was unwarranted. The commission must determine the amount of any 
refund wi thin 12 months after the emergency rate increase took 

20 effect. .Any refund may be granted to the general body of 
ratepayers at the time the refund is awarded and need not be 

22 provided to the specific customers that paid the emergency rates 
during the period before the refund is ordered. The bill 

24 eltpressly applies to proceedings pending before the commission at 
the time of enactment. 
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