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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 9-B MRSA §162, as enacted by PL 1977, c. 416, is 
4 amended to read: 

6 §162. Disclosure of financial records prohibited; 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

exceptions 

A fiduciary institution may not disclose 
except to the customer or !::tis t~ customer's 
agent, any financial records relating to that 
fiduciary institution unless: 

to any person, 
duly authorized 

customer of that 

Authorized disclosure. The customer has authorized 
disclosure to the person; e~ 

2. Disclosure in response to legal process. The financial 
18 records are disclosed in response to a lawful subpoena, summons, 

warrant or court order w!::tie!::t .that meets the requirements of 
20 section 163T L-Q£ 

22 3. Disclosure in response to a request by the Depg~~lent 9f 
Human Services. The financial records are disc1os~.Q __ in.._~sJ.Nns~. 

24 .t~ request;:. for inforl)1ation~ Department of Human Services 
for purposes related to eJi.tablishing, modifying._...Q.LJ;!nforci~ 

26 child support order. 

28 

30 

32 

Sec. 2. 9·B MRSA §163, as amended by PL 1985, c. 647, §2, is 
further amended to read: 

§163. Subpoena, summons, warrant or court order 

1. Service. A fiduciary institution shall disclose 
34 financial records under section 162 pursuant to a subpoena, 

summons, warrant or court order w!::tie!::t that on its face appears to 
36 have been issued upon lawful authority only if the subpoena, 

summons, warrant or court order is served upon the customer prior 
38 to disclosure by the fiduciary institution. The agency or person 

requesting the disclosure of financial records shall certify in 
40 writing to the fiduciary institution the fact that the subpoena, 

summons, warrant or court order has been served upon the 
42 customer. The court for good cause shown may delay or dispense 

wi th service of the subpoena, summons, warrant or court order 
44 upon the customer. The court shall delay or dispense with service 

of the subpoena, summons, warrant or court order upon the 
46 customer upon notice by the Attorney General or !::tis the Attorney 

General's designee that such service upon the customer would not 
48 be in the public interest. A subpoena, summons or warrant issued 

in connection with a federal grand jury proceedingL--a request for 
50 information by the Depa.rtment of Human Services for purpOS8[i 
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related to establishing, modifying or enforcing a child sUPlLort 
2 order or a trustee process lawfully issued need not be served 

upon the customer. 
4 

Sec. 3. 10 MRSA §8003, sub-§4-A is enacted to. read: 
6 

4 A. Disclosure and recording of social security numbers. 
8 An individual who applies for a license shall provide that 

individual's social security number on the application, which 
10 must be recorded. 

12 Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §6308, as amended by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. D, 
§9 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is further amended to read: 

14 
§6308. Compliance with support orders; license 

16 qualifications and conditions 

18 In addition to other qualifications for licensure or 
registration and conditions for continuing eligibility to hold a 

20 license as prescribed by the various acts of the department, 
applicants for licensure or registration, licensees renewing 

22 their licenses and existing licensees must also comply with the 
requirements of Title 19-A, section 2201T-B~~-~~-~~-&h&-lieeBse 

24 ~s-~e~-eemme~e~a±-Qse. 

26 Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6309, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 694, 
Pt. D, §10 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is further amended to read: 

28 
2. Noncompliance with a court order of support. An 

30 applicant for the issuance or renewal of a license or an existing 
licensee regulated by the department under this subpart who is 

32 not in compliance with a court order of support is subject to the 
requirements of Title 19-A, section 2201T-B~~-~~~~--&h&-lieeBse 

34 ~s-Ee~-eemme~eia±-Qse. 

36 Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §7079-A, as amended by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. 
D, §ll and affected by Pt. E, §2, is further amended to read: 

38 
§1019-A. Compliance with support orders; license 

40 qualifications and conditions 

42 In addition to other qualifications for licensure or 
registration and conditions for continuing eligibility to hold a 

44 license as prescribed by the various acts of the department, 
applicants for licensure or registration, licensees renewing 

46 their licenses and existing licensees must also comply with the 
requirements of Title 19-A, section 2201T-B~~-~~-~~--&h&-lieeBse 

48 ~s-Ee~-eemme~eia±-Qse. 
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Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §7079~B, sub~§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
2 694, Pt. D, §12 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is further amended to 

read: 
4 

2. Noncompliance with a court order of support. An 
6 applicant for the issuance or renewal of a license or an existing 

licensee who is not in compliance with a court order of support 
8 is subject to the requirements of Title 19-A, section 2201T-lH~t 

enly-if-~he-lieense-is-fet-eemmeteial-~se. 

10 
Sec. S. 14 MRS A §312S-A, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

12 419, §8, is repealed. 

14 Sec. 9. 19·A MRSA §101, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, 
Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

16 
9. Person. "Person" means an individual, trust, estate, 

18 partnership, association, company, corporation, political 
subdivision of the State et-L instrumentality of the State or 

20 other entity. 

22 Sec. 10. 19·A MRSA §651, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

24 
2. Application. The parties wishing to record notice of 

26 their intentions of marriage shall submit an application for 
recording notice of their intentions of marriage. The 

28 application must include a signed certification that the 
information recorded on the application is corr-ect and that the 

30 applicant is free to marry according to the laws of this State. 
The applicant's signature must be acknowledged before an official 

32 authorized to take oaths. Applications recording notice of 
intentions to marry must be open for public inspection in the 

34 office of the clerk. When. the application is submitted, the 
applicant shall provide the clerk with the socialsecurit-y 

36 numbers of the parties. The application must include a statement 
that the social security numbers of the parties have been 

38 LtLQyided to the clerk. The clerk shall record the social. 
securi ty numbers provided by each applicant. The record of thE:t 

40 social security numbers is confidential and is not open for 
public inspection. 

42 
Sec. 11. 19·A MRSA §90S is enacted to read: 

44 
§908. Disclosure and recording of social security numbers 

46 
The social security number of any individual who is sub~ect 

48 to a divorce decree must be placed in the court xecords relating 
to the decrees. The record of an individual's social security 

50 number is confidential and is not open to the public. The court 
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2 

4 

6 

shall disclose an individual's social security 
department for child support enforcement purposes. 
who is a party to a divorce action must 
individual's social security number to the court. 

Sec. 12. 19-A MRSA §1509 is enacted to read: 

number to the 
An individual 

disclose that 

8 §1509. Locator information; presumption concerning notice 

10 .1. Duty of parties to file and update locator information 
:when a support order is issued. Upon entry of a decision, order 

12 or judgment, each party to a paternity action or proceeding 
involving child support shall file with the tribunal that issued 

14 the decision, order or judgment and update as the information 
.Qhang~ the party's full name, social security number, 

16 residential and mailing addresses, home telephone number, 
priver.' s license number and the names, addresses and telephone. 

18 numbers of the party's employers. 

20 2. Presumption of adequate notice if mailed to last 
report.ed address. In CllY-. subseguent child support enforcement 

22 .ftG..t..ion or proceeding involving one or more of the parties, upon 
sufficient showing that diligent effort has been made to 

24 ascertain the location of a party and upon delive..a of written 
notice to the most recent resio.ential or employer address filed 

26 with the tribunal, the tribunal may deem that the state due 
l>rQc~ss reguirements have been met for notice and service of 

28 l2.roceG.~ .. with respect to .th~arty. 

30 Sec. 13. 19m A MRS A §1510 is enacted to read: 

32 11510. Statewide Lurisdiction 

34 In child sUP.PQ..r,:L_~md ~ternity cas.es, the jurisdiction of 
tbe District Court, the Superio~~u~t __ and the de~artment extends 

36 to .all parts of the State. Once an action has been commenced, a 
case may be transf~sred betw~en local jurisdictions. in the State 

38 without need for an additional filing by the petitioner or 
service~---process on the re..§.pondent to retain jurisdiction over. 

40 the parties. 

42 Sec. 14. 19m A MRS A §1553, first EfI, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

44 
Paternity may be determined upon the complaint of the 

46 mother, the alleged father, the child or the public authority 
chargeable by law with the support of the child. If paternity has 

48 been determined or has been acknowledged according to the laws of 
this State, the liabilities of the father may be enforced in the 

50 same or other proceedings by the mother, the child or the public 
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authority that has furnished or may furnish the reasonable 
2 expenses of pregnancy, confinement, education, support or funeral 

expenses, and by other persons, including private agencies, to 
4 the extent that they have furnished the reasonable expenses of 

pregnancy, confinement, education, support or funeral expenses. 
6 Bills and records of expenses paid for pregnan~hiJd birth~~q 

genetic testing are a9missible as evidence without requiring 
8 3 rd-party foundation testimony and are prima facie evidel1~.t. 

amounts incurred for those services or for testing on behalf of 
10 the child. Chapter 63 applies to an award of past support, which 

is calculated by applying the current child support guidelines to 
12 the period for which past support is owed. 

14 Sec. 15. 19-A MRSA §1554, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. 
B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

16 
§1554. Limitation on recovery from father 

18 
The father's liabilities for past education and support are 

20 limited to a--pe-r-J.-od--ElE the 9--ye-a-r-G--immea,iat:e±y 6-year period 
preceding the commencement of an action. 

22 
A complainant may commence an action at any time prior to 

24 the child's 18th birthday. Notwithstanding the effective date of 
this paragraph, an action may be commenced for the benefit of a 

26 child whose paternity has not been established or ~_to establish 
paternity of a child for whom an action had been commenced but 

28 dismissed because a statute of limitations of less than~l~rs 
was then in effect. 

30 
Sec. 16. 19-A MRSA §1561, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

32 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

34 1. Effect of results. The results of the tests required 
pursuant to section 1558 are evidence to be used in determining 

36 paternity as follows. 

38 A. If the court finds that the conclusion of a.ll the 
experts, as disclosed by the evidence based upon the tests, 

40 is that the alleged father is not the parent of the child, 
the question of paternity must be resolved accordingly. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

B. If the experts disagree 
conclusions, the question must be 
evidence. 

in their 
submitted 

findings 
upon all 

or 
the 

C. If the experts conclude that the blood or tissue tests 
show that the alleged father is not excluded and that the 
probability of the alleged father's paternity is less than 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

97%, this evidence must be admitted by the court and 
weighed with other competent evidence of paternity. 

D. If the experts conclude that the 
show that the alleged father is not 
probability of the alleged father's 
higher, the alleged father is presumed 
this evidence must be admitted. 

blood or tissue tests 
excluded and that the 
paternity is 97% or 
to be the father, and 

10 The court shall adIDit as evidence the results of any genetic test 
that is of a type generally acknowledged as reliable by 

12 accreditation bodies designated by the federal Secretary of the 
~.~rtment of Health and Human Services and performed by a 

14 laboratory appro~ed ~such an accredited body. 

16 Sec. 17. 19-A MRSA §1565, sub-§§3 and 4 are enacted to read: 

18 3. Temporary support order. Upon motion by a party to a 
~on_tested_-patexni ~tion, the court shall issue a temporar.,y 

20 child slJ.lllill.rt order if the alleged father is presumed to be the 
father as a_result of genetic testing, as provided by Title 19-A, 

22 section 1561, subsection 1, paragraph D. The order must be 
determined according to the child support guidelines as provided 

24 under chapter 63. 

26 4. Disclosure and recordin9-Qf social security numbers. A 
~Ji9.J1_whQ-.-iJL.....Q. __ J?arty to a paternity action shall disclose that 

28 ~rson's social s~curity number to the court. The social 
securitY----number of a person who is subject to a judgment of 

30 paternity must be~ced in the court records relati~o the 
~nt of paternity. The record of a person's social security 

32 number is confidential and is not open to the public. The __ court 
sh_a;Ll disclose a person's social security number to the 

34 department for child s~t enforcement purposes. 

36 Sec. IS. 19-A MRSA §1610, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 

38 .4. Additional genetic testing_ If additional samples. are 
.needed to complete genetic testing, the department may requir~ 

40 t.he mother, alleged father _and child to submit to additional. 
tesJ;,ing. If a-person refuses to submit to additional testinq;_ 

42 the S.9.J!£h.. UPOIl motion lu-the department, may re.solve the. 
question of paternity against that person or order the person .:to 

44 pubmit to testing .. If an original test result is contested, upon 
.~~west and advance payment by the contestant, the department 

46 shall obtain additional test results. 

48 Sec. 19. 19·A MRSA §1615 is enacted to read: 
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§1615. Voluntary acknowledgment of~aternity 
2 

1. Legal finding of paternity- A signed voluntau 
4 acknowledgment of paterni t,y is a legal finding of ----P-gter~ni tYL 

subject to the right of a sigI}atory to rescind the ack;n~w:Jedgment 

6 within the earlier of 60 days or the date of an adm.inistrative or 
judicial proceedi.ngJelating to the child, including_fLproceedi:ng 

8 to establish a support order, in which the signatory_ is ._party. 
After the right to rescind ends, the acknowledgment mgy~ 

10 challenged in court only on the basis of fraud," durg~~." .. lH 

material mistake of fact with the burden of proof on the 
12 challenger and under which the legal responsibilities of a 

signatory arising from the aCknowledgment. inclu_ding child 
14 support obligations, may not be suspended during the challengg 

except for good cause shown. 
16 

2. Notice. Before a mother and putative father ma~ sign an 
18 acknowledgment of paternity..., the mother and the p.utative father 

~ust be given oral and written notice of the alternatives tOL-th~ 
20 legal conseg:uences of and the rights and responsibilities that 

arise from signing the aCknowledgment. 
22 

3. Full faith and credit. The State shall~"~~ull fai~h 
24 and credit to an acknowledgment of paternity signed in aAY-other 

state according to that state's procedures. 
26 

4. Bar on acknowledgment ratification proceedings. LeggJ,-
28 proceedings are not reg:uired or permitted to ratify an 

unchallenged acknowledgment ~aternity. 
30 

Sec. 20. 19-A MRSA §2006, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
32 694, Pt. B, §2 and as affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

34 9. Notice of right to review. A judicial order or 
administrative order issued or modified in this State that 

36 includes an order for child support must include a statement that 
advises parents of the right to request ~Be--deFaFtmeB~ the 

38 issuing authority to review tBe--amo-un-t.--e~ and, if appropriatSh 
modify the child support order fH,lFSyaB~-.t.B--&e-fJ-t-i-tm----J-O-1-O--i-:f.O--t:neFe 

40 is-a-£~~~-i~-~~~-ei-FeYmS~aBees according to the State's 
child support guidelines. 

42 
Sec. 21. 19-A MRSA §2006, sub-§10 is enacted to read: 

44 
.10. Disclosure and recording of social security: numbers. A 

46 ;Q..erson who is a party to an action to establish or modif~"_..Q 

support order shall disclose that person's social security numbe~ 
48 to the court or the department, whichever conducts the 

proceeding. The social security number of a person who is 
50 subject to a support order must be placed in the records re)atin.g 
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to the support order. The record of a person I s social security 
2 number is confidential and is not open to the public. The court 

shall disclose a person I s social security number to the 
4 department for child support enforcement purposes. 

6 Sec. 22. 19-A MRSA §2009, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

8 
3. Substantial change of circwnstances because of 

10 variance. If a child support order varies more than 15'l-0 from a 
parental support obligation determined under section 2006, the 

12 court or hearing officer shall consider the variation a 
substantial change of circumstances pnd if it has been less than 

14 ~ears since the order was issued or modified, the court or 
hear ing officer shall modify the order according to the child 

16 sUllliQ.rt guidelines under chapter 63. ,±,his-seet:isB-aees-aet:-app±y 
t: e - aa - €-K-i -s-t.-i R~- -€»:.a-EH:- -i-s-s-ue4- -u-ndei:'- -Ge<.l-t;;-i-on-- -w.G-1- -t=:h-a t=: -as ... 1a t:sa - ~ l:' em 

18 t:.he --p-r-e-&ump-t-i-ve- -ameaBt; -.e-e-t.-e-!'mi-ne-€l- --FU"Ii'-S-B,a-:a .. t=: - -t.e- -&e<3-t.-i-on- -6Q Q (:)... If . 
..i t has b~en 3 years .. ....Jli. longer since the ord~H was issued or 

20 modified, the court or hearing officer shall review the order 
1'ljthout..~uiring proof or showing of a change of circumstances 

22 g.nr,L shCl,ll modify the order if the amount of the child support 
award under tpe order differs from the amount that would be 

24!;lwarde.£L unde_r_the guidelines. If a child support. order was 
~1itaJ)lished under section 2007, a 15°-6 variation between the 

26 .Q.moun~ .... Q .. :L the order and the parental support obligation 
de te .. nnined .. _ under_gection 2006 does not con.sti tute a substantig.l 

2 8 ~ h.Q.I19..~Q.~ i r c urn s.t...9-_r.J, c e.Q.. .... 

30 Sec. 23. 19~A MRSA §2010, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, Pt. 
B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is repealed. 

32 
Sec. 24. 19~A MRSA §2101, sub-§§l and 7, as enacted by PL 1995, 

34 c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, are amended to read: 

36 1.. Board. "Board" means a bureau, board or commission 
listed in Title 10, section 8001 or 8001-A, other licensor that 

38 is affiliated with or is a part of the Department of Professional 
and Financial Regulation, the Board of Overseers of the Bar or 

40 any other state agency or municipality that issues a license 
authorizing a person to engage in a business. occupation, 

42 profession or industry and _EillY-.. ....§.tat~~ency, bureau,---....l:1.Qj~).rd, 

.s:; .. 9Jnmission. or municipality that is!il!.§s a license or~mit to 
44 hlln..L. __ ..i..i..shL_QJ?er£.~_boat _..9L ...... ..!L~ in any other sporting or. 

recreational activity. 
46 

48 
1. License. "License" means 

registration, permit, approval or 
evidencing admission to or granting 

a license, certification, 
other similar document 

authority to engage in a 
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profession, occupation, business or industry, and ~~ense_9I 
2 permit to hunt, fish, operate a boat or engage in any other 

sporting or recreational activity, but does not mean a 
4 registration, permit, approval or similar document evidencing the 

granting of authority to engage in the business of banking 
6 pursuant to Title 9-B. 

8 

10 

Sec. 25. 19-A MRSA §2101, sub-§9, 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. 
following enacted in its place: 

as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
E, §2, is repealed and the 

12 9. Support order. "$upport order" means a judgment, decree 
or order, whether temporary, finli or subject to modificatiollL 

14 issued bya court or an administrative agency of competent 
jJ.ITisdiction for the support and maint!2Jlapc~ a child including 

16 a child who has attained the age of majo~ under the law of the 
issuing state or a child and the parent with whom the child is 

18 living, which provides for rnonet.£[Y-~JJPE9Lt1- health __ c~~-L 
arrearages or reimbursement and which~ inQ_lude related cost:;i 

20 and fees, interest and penaltie .. s_,--income withholding .attorney· s 
fees and other relief. 

22 
Sec. 26. 19·A MRSA §2101, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

24 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is repealed. 

26 Sec.27. 19-A MRS A §§2104 to 2106 are enacted to read: 

28 §2104. State regi~try of support orders 

30 1. Record of all support orders. On or before October L 
1998, the department shall !llaintain a record of §!ach ._suPJ2QJ.:.t 

32 order established or modified in the State. The record must 
include standardized data elements, including the names.L_...§Q.ci.g], 

34 secur i ty numbers and dates of birth of the .. ,t@rtie.§.'-_---'l'he 
department shall update and monitor the record rela~t.Q .. __ each 

36 support order in all cases in which support rights_--2.~9,.ssi9..n.ed 

to the department or for which the depart_ment otherwi..se .provides 
38 .§JJIlPor!;, enforcement services. The de;Qartment and the judicial 

branch shall work cooperativeU-to develop efficient . ...;Q.£QQedures 
40 for implementing the requirements of this subsectio~ 

42 2. Automated data matching. The department shall Go_ware 
by automated data processing the record of each sUp;QQJ;:L....QL<;ll;Lt: 

44 maintained by the department with the records of the Federal 
~9vernm~ other states and other state agencies_-.f9x __ tl)~~ 

46 P.!!n1oses of matching, receiving and disclosing informati.on __ AQ. 

required by 42 United States Code, Chapter 7, Subch.~ter IV, Part 
48 p (1996). All_.state agencies shall work cooperatively wit..h th~ 

department to develop automated procedure~ for providing the 
50 department with information the department is permitted access to 
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for purposes of carrying out its responsibilities under the 
2 Social Security~, Chap~~ Subchapter IV, Part D. 

4 ~105. ~t~x~epartment to recognize and enforce actions of 
other states 

6 

The department ~.hg.JJ recog.rJjze and enforce the authority of 
8 agencies of oth.s1r states that are responsible for administering 

the Social Security Act, 42 United States Code, Chapter 7, 
10 Subchapter IV (1996) to take actions under Section 325(a)(2) of 

tl1e_. Personal_Respon~ibili ty and Work Opportunity Act of 1996, 
12~ub~i~_La~~~-1~ 110 Stat. 2105. The department shall enforce 

the actions of. other states as necessary by filing a civil action 
14 in tpe District Court. 

18 ~~_ Enrollment of dependent children in employer healtQ 
&ans. If a paren,.t is reguired by a support order to provide 

20 h~al tlL_care covera~or a child and the parent is eligible for 
fami.ly_heal th.~re .coverag!L.thro1!9l1 an employer doing business in 

22t@_ Stat.~.JJlliUL..9.-ppJ"j~Qtion . .l!L"either parent, the employer shall 
QnrolL, the __ child-,_...it: oth.erwise eligible, in the employer health 

24 R~an wikhQu~regard to~_enr911m~t season restrictions, except 
.£9 __ -PJ;.ovL@.!~LJ;>-Y---§JJ.lLsection 2,. If the employer oJfers more than 

26 9_~an, ~lllL_fillJJ2)oyer shall enroll the child in the plan in 
whi.cl!_ the._..flli!~.!iLe_Js ._enJ;:olled or f if the employee is not 

28 er;Lt'.QJ,J .. ed.Li:rr._t.b.JL--.leCh,~G..Qstly plan otherwise' available, if the 
plgll~.:;; __ .s..f:)rviceJL...gre_ avQ.ilable where the child resides. If the 

30 ~~LvJ,.ceJL,.QJ~hSL~Qyee' s plan or the, lea~costJ.-y-plan are not 
£YllilabJJL1'!Dere the child resides l the employer shall enroll the 

32 s;;hiJiL . .iILtQ!;L . .J..stgJ2.t cOlitJy plan that is available where the child 
.Le s i de .s.-'.. 

34 
£'L~plo~e.K duty....J;.2. witJm.old~emiums from employee and-IrnY 

36 i;ns]'!!:!?£,,-----A!L.empl2,YstL whO enrolls a dependent child un~L-t.b.is 

.9_e_ctio:rr..---1ihall _withhQJ...Q_hom _the_SLmploy~.~ompensation the 
38e1!!J2.lQyee' iL_.share, i:L.11!U'.L~t. the cost of the health care coverage 

.t:Q.Lj;JJe _.chi.19_ enrQ)le~and.-p'£!y thgt amount to the insur~. except 
40 tha.t._t.he .s!ffiQJJnt._of compensation withheld by the employsa: . ..JJlgy not 

.e]:{c@J;'L.t.he limit.li-JlLQyided for in section 2356. If withholding 
42 the maximum amount of the employee I s di.m;L~able earnings. under 

section 2356 does not, cover the emplo~'s initial share of toe 
44Q.Q§_~_._~e.!Il.El-QyJ;t!'_-ID.9.Y elect nQ~. to enroll the employe~~ 

dependent child .. 
46 

3. Duty to maintain j:!overage. An emp 1 oye r may no t 
48 disenroll or elim_inate coverage for a chi~enrolled under this 

section unless: 
50 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

A. The employer is p~ovided with satisfactory written 
"",e,-,v,-,i,-,d...,e"-n...,.c",e,--,t""h,...",a",t,--,t".,h,:;e""--"c,-,o,-,u,,-,r,,--t><--,,,o~r,---,,,a.dm i n i s t rat i ve 0 r de r i s no 10 nge r 
in effect: 

B. The employer is provided with satisfactory written 
evidence that the child is or will be enrolled in comparable 
health coverage that will take effect no later than the dat~ 
when the child is disen.rolled; 

c. The employer has eliminated family health care coverage 
for all of its employeesj o~ 

D. The parent who is Qrdered to provide health care 
coverage for the child termjnates employment. 

16 4. Answer. The employer shall r~ond -.t..~QJ~_ent.. who 

18 

20 

22 

24 

requests enrollment within 30 days and confirm: 

A. That the child has been enrolled in the employer's 
health plan; 

B. The date when the child. will be eI;U:_Q1Jed, if enrQ1J-'!1~nt 

is pending: or 

C. That coverage can not be provided, stating the reasons 
26 why coverage can not be provided. 

28 5. Notice of coverage and plan changes. If a. child is 
enrolled under this sectiQll.., the employe r __ s...b.Jl.1 l ___ proyide 

30 information to the custodial---J2arent that in.cludes_t;;J:HL!1am~._Q.L_t.hi:l 

insurer and the extent of tJ!..e._c..9verage ~r..9.Y.ided. __ Q!1iL __ ma)ce 
32 pvailable any necessary claim torms or enrollIDen~ __ membership 

cards. The emJllQyer shall ipform t.he custodial parent of Ja 

34 change in coverage, change ill insurer or if the plan is 
terminated. The employer shall PLovide the. custodia~~~nt with 

36 any information about the plan __ .. that the employer ._.J?.£.ovidfi~Q 
covered employees. 

38 
Sec. 28. 19-A MRSA §2151, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 694, PL 

40 B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

42 §2151. Locating those liable for support of dependents 

44 At tHe FeEfaest at tHe aepaFtHient To assist in .locatiI].9 
parents who have deserted their children and other persons liable 

46 for support of dependents, the department may __ regu~s~infQrmat.iQn 
from the records of all departments, boards, bureaus and other 

48 agencies of this State SHall and those departments, board~L 

bureaus and other agencies shall provide the necessaa 
50 information tFeHi tHeiF FeeeFas te assist the aepaFtHienE in 
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leea~iB~ paFeB~S w~e ~ave eeSeF~ee ~~eiF e~ilaFeB aBa e~~eF 

2 peFseBs liable ~eF SQPpeF~ e~ aepeBaeB~s. Only information 
directly bearing on the identity and whereabouts of a person 

4 owing or asserted to be owing an obligation of support may be 
requested and used or transmitted by the department pursuant to 

6 the authority conferred by this section. The department may make 
such information available only to public officials and agencies 

8 of this State, other states and the political subdivisions of 
this State and other states seeking to locate parents who have 

10 deserted their children and other persons liable for support of 
dependents for the purpose of enforcing their liability for 

12 support. The department may make information available to 
federal agencies conducting activities under 42 United States 

14 Code, Chapter 7, Subchapter IV I Part D (1996). The department 
must be provided automated access to records it is entitled to 

16 under this section if the records are maintained in an automated 
data base. 

18 
Sec. 29. 19mA MRSA §2152, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

20 694, Pt, B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

22 2. Request for information concerning responsible parents. 
Except as provided in subsection 5, the department may request of 

24 any person information Felat:iB~ ~e ~~e ~ellewiB~ ma~~eFS 

eeBeeFBiBI§!" needed to establish, modify or enforce a support 
26 order, including a responsible paFeB~ parent's or alleged 

responsible paFeB~ parent's: 
28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

A. Complete name; 

B. Social security number; 

C. Date and place of birth; 

D. Present and past employment status; 

E. Earnings; 

F. Current or last known address; 

G. Assets and liabilities; 

H. Availability and description of present or previous 
health insurance coverage for a dependent child; and 

I. Health insurance benefits paid or applied for under a 
policy of health insurance for a dependent child. 

Sec. 30. 19-A MRSA §2152, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
50 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is repealed. 
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2 Sec. 31. 19-A MRSA §2152, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

4 
5. If paternity has not been established. If an alleged 

6 responsible parent is a putative father of a child conceived and 
born out of wedlock, a request e~ aemaBa is fo~information must 

8 be limited to iBEe~matieB ~elatiB~ te the following matters 
concerning the alleged responsible parent: 

10 
A. Complete name; 

12 
B. Date and place of birth; 

14 
C. Present and past employment status; 

16 
D. Social security number; and 

18 
E. Current or last known address. 

20 
Sec. 32. 19-A MRSA §2152, sub-§5-A is enact.ed to read: 

22 
5-A. Duty to disclose. All persons, as defined in sect jon 

24 101, subsection 9, shall respond fu~and promptly to a I;:_~uesJ;, 

for information made by the department under this section cu!.!i. t.O 
26 a request for similar information made by g..nother st.at~~.'§L chilQ 

support enforcement agency, exceRt.-that _.iD.tormaJ~.ion..._j;J:lat. .. is 
28 privileged under the Maine 1.l1lles of Evidence need nQL_"J2~ 

disclosed. 
30 

Sec. 33. 19-A MRS A §2152, sub-§6, as enac ted by PL 1995, c, 
32 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is repealed and the 

following enacted in its place: 
34 

~ Immunity from liabilitr. A ~J.:§.Q..n wh~L_.g.i.f;i . .G.:L...Q§~"§' 
36 information requested b~_Q.e.partment_"JJndE1.L_this .p..?ctiQ1l .. Q_L._1"ho 

discloses similar information req\!~steiLJ~1Y.3~_Doth~L stat!L..Q._child 
38 support enforcement agency is imlJlune from lipbility to a.n.Y_.Qt.her 

~son because of the disclosure-,--.~nleJHL._th?_intorm.qt.i,_Q..r:L_i.fi 

40 privileged under the Maine Rules of Evidence. 

42 Sec. 34. 19-A MRSA §2152, sub-§7, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

44 
1. Affirmation of responses. The department may require 

46 that a response to a request SF aemaBa for informatio~ be 
affirmed under the penalties for unsworn falsification under 

48 Title l7-A, section 453. 
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Sec. 35. 19-A MRSA §2152, sub-§§8 to 10, as enacted by PL 1995, 
2 c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, are repealed and the 

following enacted in their place: 
4 

8. Facilitation of responses. The department or other 
6 requesting ...£gency shall provide a prepaid, preaddressed envelope 

with each request for information. 
8 

9. Notice to responsible parent or alleged responsible 
10 parent. When requestillil.-i-nformation as provided by this section, 

the department shall send a copy of the request to the 
12 re~onsible parent or alleged responsible parent by regular mail 

to the responsible parent or alleged responsible parent's last 
14 known address. 

16 ;1.0. Penalties f;or nondisclosure. A person who knowingly 
fails to respond to a reques_t for information, who knowingly 

18 fa~ls to disclQse information requested or who knowingly refuses 
~isclose. commits a_civil violation for which a forfeiture not 

20 to exceed ~OO m~ be adjudged. 

22 Sec. 36. 19-A MRSA §2154, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is repealed. 

24 
Sec. 37. 19-A MRSA §2154, subo §§7 to 9 are enacted to read: 

26 
~ __ Tr§!nsJilliji§.io:gJio_to the ~~j:ional Directory of New Hires. 

28 WitJli~,] __ bu~_LneEiL.J;}1l4'JL~t"t!'H· __ ~he date information regarding Cl 
newly hired or r~hir~g~-ployee is entered into the department's 

30 com~teL~tem, ~h~department shall transmit the information to 
the National Directory of New Hires maintained by the federal 

32 DeJ29._rtment _Q.t~altll and Human Services. After obtaining the 
information from the Department of Labqr, the department shal~ 

34 send the Nati_opal Directory of Ne~ Hires quarterly reports of 
waogruLjlnd_uIlemplQyr!18:Qt comJ2~nsc;ttion benefits paid to persons who 

36 are_x~_orte(Lto_tbeo_department under this section as specified by 
,Le dJ~X9-J-~J·j:J-9-v.l f,,\JJ, 0 nfu 

38 
~ ___ Use Qf new ~ire information. The department shall use 

40 the information i~ receives under this section to locate persons 
and iqentifL-sources of income for purpos,es of: 

42 

44 

46 

48 

A. Establishing, enforcing and modifying child support 
obligations; 

B. Collecting over~s of public assistance and 
overissue of food stamps when benefits are no longer being 
paid; and 
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2 

4 

C. Determining eligibility and enforcing eligibility rules 
for cash assistance, food stamps, Medicaid and other benefit 
programs funded or administered by the department. 

9. Access to information. The Department of Labor, the 
6 Workers' Compensation Commission and the State Tax Assessor may 

have access to the information reported to the department for 
8 ~ses of program administration, 

10 Sec. 38. 19-A MRSA §2157 is enacted to read: 

12 §2151. Notice of right to have support order reviewed 

14 Not less than onGe e~_~ars.L- the deE.9-rtment shall send 
written notice to parents who are SU~~~~1Jl?-port order 

16 being enforced by the de~artment of the ri~ to have the order 
reviewed and, if ~QE%iate, modifie~ accordin~_~_th~ 

18 applicable child support guidelines '. 

20 Sec. 39. 19-A MRSA §2306, sub-§3, <J{A, as enacted by PL 1995, 
c. 694, Pt. H, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

22 
A. Upon receipt of a copy of a withholding order, a payor 

24 of earnings to the responsible parent shall: 

26 (1) Immediately begin to wi thhold earnings of the 
responsible parent when earnings are usually paid to 

28 the responsible parent; and 

30 (2) Send each amount of earnings withheld to the 
department at the address set forth in the withholding 

32 order within 19 7 business days after each withholding. 

34 Sec. 40. 19-A MRSA §2308, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

36 
1. Issuance of order. The department, on its own behalf, 

38 on behalf of a custodial parent who applies for the department's 
support enforcement services or on behalf of another state's 

40 Title IV-D agency, political subdivision or agent, may issue to a 
responsible parent's employer or other payor of income a health 

42 insurance withholding order to enforce a responsible parent's 
obligation to obtain or maintain health insurance coverage or 

44 other health care services for each dependent child of the 
responsible parent. A Realth insHFanee witRhs1ain~ sFaeF mHSE Be 

46 aeesmpaniea By a SWSFn statement issHea By an aHthercigea 
FepFesentative e~ the esmmississeF tRat states tRat ERe 

48 Fespsnsible paFent is Fe~Hircea by a eSHFt erceeF SF aaministrcative 
aeeisisn-ts-sbtain-sF-maintain-bea1th-insHFanee-eeveFa~e-sF-etheF-
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healEh eaFe seFviees E9F eash eepenaenE ehila namea in Ehe healEh 
2 iBsuFaBee withhelaiB~ 9FaeF aBe has failea t9 pF9viae the 

aepaFtmeBt-with-pF99f-ef-eeveFa~e-as-Fe~uiFea-ay-lawT 

4 
Sec. 41. 19~A MRSA §2308, sub m §3, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

6 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

8 3. Duty to enroll. An employer or other payor of income 
served with a health insurance withholding order shall enroll 

10 each dependent child of the employee named in the withholding 
order as a covered person in a group health insurance plan or 

12 other similar plan providing health care services or coverage 
offered by the employer, without regard to any enrollment season 

14 restrictionJiL if the child is eligible for such coverage under 
the employer's enrollment provisions, and deduct any required 

16 premiums from the employee's earnings to pay for the insurance. 

18 Sec.42. 19-A MRSA §2309 is enacted to read: 

20 §2309. Recovery of he~lth care benefits 

22 ~_ Reme9,j.es ~vailabl~_. _~Jter notice and opportunity for 
hear~ngu. __ the __ de£Qrtment may use any remedies available for 

24 collection of child support to recover money from a responsible 
p-a r ~Il.t......Jt<.hQ-'-

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

A. Is required by a court or administrative order to 
p%ovide health care GQverage for a dependent child; 

h-Ras received payment from a 3rd party for .health care 
.co.sts inc1!.r.red by the de~ndent child and paid for by the 
custodial-1l.g1j~nt, the department or another payor of public. 
assistance; and 

C. Has not reimbursed the custodia~rent, department or 
another payor of public assistance who has paid for the 
dependent child:~Q_are. 

A claim for current or past-due child support takes priority over 
40 ~laim under this section. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

:2. Notice to responsible parent. 
health care benefits under this section 
serving notice on the responsible parent. 

An action to recover 
may be commenced by 
The notice must: 

A. Explain the nature of the proceedingL 

B. Explain to tl:!e responsible parent that the responsible 
PQK~nt mQy contest the claim set forth in the notice at a 
department administratiye hearingL 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

C. Stat~ the responsible parent's basic hearing rights; 

D. Inform_ the responsible----.l2.Q.rent of what the department may 
do to cs>llect the claim if the responsible parent does not 
.Qpntest it; and 

~_._hJ2l.Q~~o the _____ rJiQJ2Q.nsib~arent- abou~~§tay~ 
collection_-P£ovided for by subsection 7. 

J_,,- Service. The departmenJ;. __ shall attach a COlll' of the 
12 responsible parent's sUl?-l?-Q.rt ord_e..L __ to thEL11.9..tice. Service of_-1:he 

_notice must be mad~ __ ~erti;Eied maiL return recf:lipl;._J;:JitquefLl;.ed, 
14 or by personCl,J service as _specified in the Maine Rules of Civil 

Procedure, ~u.Le 4. For---------l?--1!I:-poses of this section~uthor ized 
16 representatives_of the commiQsioner-Dl~ve the notice. 

18 4. Notice to CU;'itJ)d_j,QL~ent. __ l;.-f __ the dep_q..xtmenL~Qmmen~~_§. 

an---1iC t i on unde r _____ th i s_s_~ c t-i.on ___ :t;' 0 r ___ the _be De f .LL_~f ___ Q. __ .cllS to_d i 91 
20 f@re n t~the ...Qepa r tme.fLt ___ s h_gll __ mQ._il __ g. ___ ~QQY 0 f th!L __ !lO t.i_c e ___ t.~ thg 

~ us t od i a l~e n LJ}L-Le.gJ11.a..L.Jllai L ____ The -.DO t i.c~_.t.Q. __ th.~G.ll_l'it.o d .La..l 
22 parent must state the cusJ~Qdi&1. ___ P.Q.rSlIl-_t..~_§,Jg-,sic __ hegring_J:igJ1t~ 

li_-.!;.he c us _todi a l ___ N_[§Jlt...'..Q.._J..igll.t.JL ____ Q,DL- a Lj§ s ue_L __ J;.Jl~_Q~_g_LtI!le nt 
24 _shall send to the .c...1J..$tQdi_aLp-Q!'eDJ. ___ by ____ J;'~1JJac-llJ.ftU--@-.tJce ____ Qt __ the 

da t e, time an d --l? 1 a cJL_QL.-t.h e __ J].8 g£iJ1\;L i f~Il-_sLjlLX e q ue :;LtS).Q.-'-. 

26 
.5 • Admini sJ;,]C aj;,iy~ __ ~heQr i~q"--_______ A _____ [.~_§.l?QJ).J'i_i b_l.!L.. __ .J@.Lent ____ m ay 

28 K eque~~_g~adIl]_iJ). i is t£ a~i ve ___ h~ja.rj&<;L_JJPQ1L ___ S e ryi~_L __ QL_.-t.h_e __ lJ.Q t iJ~e 
de s c r i be din sub sec t i 0 z:L_~'___ __ ThsLK5LqJ2&~_J.QJ:___.hsLg,r -hD.9 __ I]lls_LJ:L!L_IJEl.sJe 

30 in wr it i ng and I]1us_t_b.\L_rJ;!_i~s~J v~d._lLy-_tb.~--(lS;!--.l?-9--r:J;;mIDLLJ&:LthLn 2 Q __ day.S. 
of service. _The ~epar.t.me~ shall ___ corH.llJcL..h~9-r ing~LJllLQQE_:t..Qi...S. 

3 2 sub sec t i 0 n ina ceo r d an~~ __ J![itL_~b.J;l _______ ] e gy i ;[~1l1Q.ll t s ___ .0 f_---1'iJ;~_lL _____ ;i-'--
.chapte L......3 7 5 ~ubchapte r IV. Th~ is SJJ51S tJ].£t __ .Jllil.-Y-----be __ 90nsi,s:le r~j'tt 

34 the hearing are limi teQ~_~wh§J;:.hfLL_th~ __ L~.S.P_Qpsi-!LJs1- parent is 
_r equ ire d to -p_rov ill_he_g..lth __ .Q..gI:Q __ .r.,.Q----.veK----';l,-9&L_{.Q_L_~£C h ________ .Q.§P.@.If.Q.en.t 

3 6 chi 1 d , w he the r the res po ns ib 1 e--P-9-E e n_LJ1fHL ____ r.(;!~...§_iy.~_Q---J;@._]IDe r_l.L_i.r.Q~ 
3 rd partL--foL...hegl th caLfL---.<;:.Q--,?_t.lL1_D_CJJX.K_.@Ji ___ b.,¥ ea.cJL_O..SlJ?5LlJdent __ <;:h_.L1Q 

3 8 .§.nd -p--a i d ~_.Qy ___ th t:! c u,S._t_QQ.i a l_-l?.llL§'ILt...r_Lb..fL._.QQJ;i£I' tJlli_m t ____ ..9...£ __ an oJJ:Le r 
l?lll"o r _QL..l;L.u,b 1 K_a.J?_s.JM_<;LI!CQ_Qud_x.QStthe r_ .. ~k~Ln;UiRQIlS.iD_lsLRar e n t.._.Q£Q 

40 _r e imb u r sed the cu,s t..Qd iitLP-9J; ___ e n t-,-.-t.he_Q_~_9J tme n t 0 _!::_£_IlQ_t_hfLL-P9---YM 
QL pub 1 i c ...M.§ i s t.Pn_c~_QL thL.QQs.t __ Ql_cM_ELP.r.ov.iii~_<L.. 

42 
i!--,,_ Decision aft.er_j:J._~~:~j---mI.,,-_----'Jhe _ deRg.rJ:men L sh.911 __ J s s ue ______ El. 

44 decisi9~Jt!2.L_ hearing without undue de..lgy, as to whether the 
responsible parent is required to provide health care cover~_ 

46 for each dependent child, whether the res-P-Qnsibl.fL~ent h g§, 

received payment from a 3rd party for ____ health care costs incurre~ 

48 by each dependent child and paid for:....l2y~ _____ the custodial_p_£I..§.!!J;,L_J;;he 
department or pnother payor of public assistance and whether the 

50 responsible parent has reimbursed the custodial -P.Q.rent, the 
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department or another payor of public assistance, as applicable, 
2 for the cost of care provided. The decision must be based on the 

hearing record and rules adopted b~ the commissioner. The 
4 responsible parent must be informed of the right to file a 

petition for judicial review of the decision in S.l!Qerior Court 
6 within 30 days of the date of the decision. The department shall 

send an attested copy of the decision to the responsible parent 
8 by regular mail to the responsible parent I s most recent address 

of 1.ecord. If the. <;lecision affects the rights of the custodial 
10 parent L the department shall send the custodial parent a copy of 

the decision, which must;. state the custodial parent I s right to 
12 judicial review. 

14 ~.~lJ,ection. If a responsible ~rent requests a 
hearing in a timely manner, th~epartment may not take 

16 collection action until a decision after hearing is issued or 
until the responsible parent abandons the request for a hearing. 

18 I f a decision establishes that the_ custodial parent, the 
.geQMtment or another payor of public assistance is entitled to 

20 reimbursement by the r~sponsible parent, the department may begin 
collection 30 days after the decision is mailed to the 

22 responsible parent. If a responsible parent who is served notice 
under subsection 2 does not request a hearing in a timely manner, 

24 the~epartment may beg~ollection of the amount claimed in the 
notice. 30 days after the date of service. 

26 
Sec. 43. 19-A MRSA §2351, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

28 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

30 1. Subrogation of support rights. If an- -0-£-de-r- -G-E- - S t1.f!f!8 I" to 
91" a SF9t1.Sa± support order exists, the department is subrogated 

32 to the right of a dependent child, or person having custody of 
the child named in the order, to pursue any support action or 

34 administrative remedy to secure payment of the debt accrued or 
accruing under section 2301 and to enforce the order. The 

36 department is not required to seek an amendment to the el"ae-I'--8E 
St1.f!F0I"to---o-r--te---t.-he--spElt1.sa± support order in--G-Ha-el" to subrogate 

38 itself to the rights of the payee. The department is not 
required to file a motion to intervene or join in any court 

40 proceeding in--G-I'-ael" to subrogate itself to the rights of the 
payee and to be treated as a party in any further proceedings 

42 regarding the support order. Upon notice to the parties, the 
~epartment may order an obligor or other payor of child support 

44 to redirect -P-i3.yments to the department if payments are owed to 
the depart~t or another state pursuant to an assignment of 

46 ~ort rights or if payments ar.e ot.herwise required to be made 
through the department. A person who knowingly violates the 

48 g~artment's order commits a civil violation for which the court 
may~judge a forfeiture not to exceed $500 plus interest, 

50 attorney's fees and costs. 
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2 Sec. 44. 19-A MRSA §2361, sub-§3, ~1fF and G, as enacted by PL 
1995, c. 694, Pt. Bf §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, are amended to 

4 read: 

6 F. That, if a record of the proceeding is filed in court 
and the responsible parent is not making regular child 

8 support payments, the burden of proof is on the responsible 
parent to show why regular payments can not be made; aBa 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

G. The penalties as provided by this section that could be 
incurred by the responsible parent for failure to appear, 
failure to provide documents, papers and other evidence as 
required or intentionally providing false informationT L and 

Sec. 45. 19-A MRSA §23ISl, sub u §3, ~H is enacted to read: 

H. That failure to comply with the order t~ear aUQ 
disclo~e m_~sult in LevocaJ;j,Q~QJ;_ the _QbJj,gQ:r:' s driveL'):) 
1 ice ns e ,._ 0 c c~ i 0 na 1 J. i.c e n_s e s --.9L._Q.!;,heJ ___ l i CJill_S e .. L.a s dej~_.i,J1S'.Q 

in section 2l0L su~ctioJLh 

Sec. 46. 19-A MRSA §2361, sub-§14 is enacted to read: 

14 ___ LiG.!'!n~~:r.evo.Cj,lt.iQ~. _____ J_Ll'l_u._Qbli\:19L_3ho i§ ___ s ElLyed __ :wjJ~1L_~ 
26 1illPport o.rder under suJ;>_§JL~J:ionl __ fai:L'i_t~-.9P.Q.lEl.J;~_ wit_ho1J!~_gQQQ 

£.a us e __ Q~f ail s_te\L.Q r 0 yj~Qf;LQ..Q£ll1!l~JJ-.tJh..._-p.apSl.J:jLg.n_Q_. 0 th~L~.i.ge :r;t<;',--~~H 

28 r equi re d _~the --.bl r de C_1'!: i tho u t ___ !JQ..QJ:l __ .. cs;w Se.L._J;;JJ.~_._g~_tment_m ay 
c e r t if y the 01) 1i go r ' LD..QPCQ.ll},P 1 i_an c ~ .. to _hbJL S e_Q.Ul_t a.r"'y-. ..QLS t a t"J;'!_f 0 r. 

30 .s u s pe ns i QIJ.--.9.L the 0 b 1 i9:-QL~§_(;J,J::...:LY~L.'_Ji.L:L.Q.QJH1\,LgJld __ Ligh.L~_Qpe r a tee. 
a mo tor veh i c 1 e and ___ te9_....9J!X--bo a r~L..Q.thJ,lL.~n t ity--_:Lp._t.he __ S_t.a tg 

3 2:thaLis s lie s a_. 1 ice ns e_a~g~f i P~g_i~L_~e£.hi..Qll_niLlL.-,'rub s e_c.tiQ n._~-,-
Upon r.e ce ip.~~9-__ CJi.rt if i c a t:i on_Q.i_--'p.QJJ,£.QID-pJj,j,!_nc~UoIJ1_J:hG. 

3 4 Q.~ a r tme n ~.tlliL..s e £1' e t axy~L S t a tf;l..L..-AQ aL<:L. __ .QL._Q the r _e.D.hi ty_ shcl.ll 
.9ause any license_s held~ . ...J:.h.e..-.Ol;>ligQ};:_.to b~..!-2uspen9,ed or revok~g 

36 _anJi __ maL no.t issue. or. __ n~ne"L_.SL.J .. i<:e:r;tSSl __ tQ __ ~he obligQL...l!ntiJ.. the 
fuu:1 ar tme Il~ill..1!e S_9-__ 1'!:LLt te n __ s.t.§.j:;.em.~n.t_._t.b a~b_~ __ ob J~:LgQL __ ha ~. 

38 cOl!lPlied with the order ... __ A_ .. sus1?en§.iQLl.,-.. .r..flvo_catioIl_.Q:r:~.t:.1!.sal 12y 
_p bo a r d 0 r 0 the L_li c e ns i!1-9"-SlJl t i..tyiQ __ ..K e i!:is u§tL._£~r:LG.YL .. .Q~9 the rw is e 

40 extepd a license or per!!l.iL __ Qf __ an __ Qbli.sLQL ____ G.~rtified by the 
Q..e~_tme n.t.....i s dee me d a fin a l__9,e ts;).rID i !1§. t. i 9_P __ wJ t:h.:L~_th e m e_§.n iIl9--..Q_t 

42 Ti tIe 5, se.ctlon 10002 ... 

44 Sec. 47. 19-A MRSA §2609 is enacted to read: 

46 §2609. Definition 

48 As used in this subchapJ;slr, "ord.er of support or costs II or 
~udgment of spousa~.PO_l:"~upport or costs" !neans a judgment 

50 or order for spousal support or -payment of moneL instead of 
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2 

4 

spousal 
divorce 
or for 
custody 

slJPJ2Q_~or stillPQrt of children, for ~~nding a 
action, for papnent of related costs and attorney's fees 
alteration of an e~i~hing_-Judgment or order for the 

or support of a child. 

6 Sec. 48. 19-A MRSA §2652, sub-§3, ~B, as enacted by PL 1995, 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

c. 694, Pt. B, §2 and affected by Pt. E, §2, is amended to read: 

B. Send each amount withheld to the department at the 
address set forth in the order within ±Q 7 business days of 
the withholding; and 

Sec. 49. 19·A MRSA §2670 is enacted to read: 

§2670. Income withho~ding orders issued by ot~er states 

1. Use ·of other stat~-'2~J!~~me _ withholding law. When a 
18 payor receives an income withholding order issued by another 

state, the payor shall apply the income withholding law of the 
20 state of the obligor's principal place of employment when 

determining: 
22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

A. The -P-QYor' s fee for processing an income withholding 
org&u 

B. The maximum amount permitted to be withheld from the 
obligor's incomeL 

C. The time in which J:.he payor must implement the income 
withholding order and forward the child support payment; 

D. The-priorities for _ withh01ding and allocating income 
withhe1d for multiple child support obligees: and 

~_ Any withh01ding t~xm~or conditions not specified in the 
36 ord~ 

38 ~. Complian~e. A payor who complies with an income 
wiJ;,hholdin9--Qrder __ 2L_potice that is regular on i_ts face is not 

40 sub~t to civil Jj.abiUty to_ any _ individual or agency for 
conduct in compliance with the order or notice. 

42 
Sec. 50. 19~A MRSA §§2671, 2672 and 2673 are enacted to read: 

44 

46 
.An inco~withholdilliL ordJ~L~.JLt conform with _ standard 

48 i.ormatJi-p£~~cribed_~ the federal Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 
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2 §2612. Automated issuance of income withholding orders 

4 The de2-artment may issue an income wi.t:.hholding order 
electronically if the payor of income ha& the ability to receive 

6 the order in that manner. 

8 §2613. Definition of income 

10 For purposes of this subchapter, "income" means any periodic 
form of payment due to a person, regardles_.s of source, including 

12 wages, salaries ,~mmis.§Jons, bonuses, workers' compensationL 

disability benef~payments pursuant to a pension or retirement 
14 program and interest. 

16 

18 

Sec. 51. 22 MRSA §17, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 419, 
§28, is amended to read: 

2. Computer match. Upon written request from the 
20 commissioner to a financial institution in this State with the 

technOlogical capacity to perform a match, the financial 
22 institution shall perform a match using the list of obligors' 

social security numbers provided by the department. The 
24 department is responsible for making its computer data compatible 

with the data of the financial institution with which a match is 
26 sought. The department's data, at a minimum, must include the 

full name and social security number of and the amount of overdue 
28 support owed by each obligor. The department may not request a 

financial institution to perform a match under this section more 
30 often than once every calendar yeaF ~rter. 

32 Sec. 52. 22 MRSA §17, sub-§10, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 419, 
§28, is repealed. 

34 
Sec. 53. 22 MRSA §2701, sub-§8 is enacted to read: 

36 
..8-,,--~qteLIL~~S ta!~l i&.hmg;qt_"-___ 'J'he _.....s..t£..t.e.. __ L~--'l.i.~j: r a.L.. s ha 11 

38 offer voluntary patern~.Q.stabljsJ1I1lent; __ ser:Yi.QSL~_L_ The._~t.9te. 
r egli t r ax __ shaU_...J!lg i n.t.£J._1L __ . .9J)J;l ___ 1J.~J2_. ___ 2,__~ rm ___ ;(QX __ Yo l],m t gJ,:Y 

40 acknowleQgme.ll_L-<li_ paternit,y. that . .JJlf;l.~J;:s __ miniI1lum~1JJreID_ents-.f.or 

th_e~rm established by. the. __ fe<ier_al S~:r_etQI.Y-_of..HegJ th_stnd __ HuI!l.Qll 
42 Services. 

44 Sec. 54. 22 MRSA §2706, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1973, c. 625, 
§120, is further amended to read: 

46 
1. Child not born of marriage. We bn official in this 

48 State sRa±± may not permit inspection, or issue a certified copy 
of any certificate or record of birth disclosing i±±e~iEimaey 

50 that a child was not born of marriage. Such a record may be 
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disclosed or a certified copy issued upon request of the 
2 :i±±e~it.ima-t-e--himse±f child, Ris .the child's parent or Ris .t.he 

child's legal guardian or counselor of petitioners for adoption 
4 or in response to court process. Such a record may be disclosed 

as necessary for the department to carry out its responsibilities 
6 as the State's child support enforcement agency. 

8 Sec. 55. 22 MRSA §2761, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1995, c. 260, 
§6, is further amended to read: 

10 
4. Child not born of marriage. Except as otherwise 

12 provided in this subsection, if the mother was not married at the 
time of either conception or birth, or between conception and 

14 birth, neither the name of the putative father nor any other 
information about the putative father may be entered on the 

16 certificate without his written consent and that of the mother. 
The signature of the putative father on the written consent must 

18 be acknowledged before an official authorized to take oaths. The 
signature of the mother on her written consent must also be 

20 acknowledged before an official authorized to take oaths. If a 
determination of paternity has been made by a court of competent 

22 jurisdiction, then the name of the father as determined by the 
court must be entered on the birth certificate without the 

24 father's or the mother's consent. If the putative father 
executes an acknowledgement of paternity with the department and 

26 the putative father is either named in writing by the mother as 
the father or is presumed to be the father based on the results 

28 of blood or tissue-typing tests, the name of the father must be 
entered on the birth certificate without the father's or the 

30 mother's consent. All voluntary acknowledgments and 
adjudications of paternit:'l in this State must be filed wi th the 

32 Office of Vital Statistics for comparison with information in the 
state registry of support orders as established in Title 19-A, 

34 section 2104. 

36 Sec. 56. 26 MRSA §1048 n A is enacted to read: 

38 §1048-A. Disclosure of wage and unemployment compensation 
information to Nation~ Directory of New Hires 

40 
tlQtwithstanding any other provision of law, the comm~ssioner 

42 shall-P.LQvide quarterly ~a, containe.d in the o.epartment' s 
records of wages and unemployment compensation benefits paid to 

44 individuals who are reported to the Department of Human Services 
pursuant to ~jtle 19-A, section 2154, to the Department of Human 

46 Services for transmission to the federal Secretary of Health and 
Human Services as required by Section 313 (g) (2) of the federal 

48 Personal Re.§.J2Qnsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act 
of 1996, Public Law 104-193, 110 Stat. 2105. The cost of 

50 complying with~ requirements of this section must be paid for 
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by the federal De_l?.~trtment __ of Heal th and Human Services to the_ 
2 ma:lIimum ext~ermitted by la~w.ith any remaini~st paid for 

by the Department of Human Services. 
4 

Sec. 57. 26 MRSA §1191, sub-§10 is enacted to read: 
6 

10. Deductions from benefits to repay food_ stamp program,,-
8 The Department of Human Services_ shg...iL-provide weekly to the 

.Qommissioner _by magnetic tape or other automated --PLQcess~he 
10 names and social securi.t.Y-numbes..s of_adu~t memQ.!'lrs of househol.d....~ 

that have been overissued food stam-ps, providedt 
12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

A. The amount that WqS overi_§sue.d....~_J;.>een established Qy 
administrqj::ive or jgdicial act.i9_n.L_~.......2,_greement of the 
parties o~ operation of. la2'U_ 

B. The amount that 
repaid or otherwise 
Services; and 

was ove..r.is_SJded ___ has n.ot been recoupedL 

reco.Y.~re..Q._:QY--__ LhL Depar.t...ment _of Hum...~:n 

C. The amount that was. overissued _i-s __ not being recouped 
th ro ugh red up t i...Q1L_ 0 f ~f...Qo d_-A_.t...i'lffiP-_be ne_U t S_Q.L be i Il~-P9_.LQ 
p-"u""r,--,s"-,u",a=n'""t~t,,,-,o,,---,a,,,,-..:.!w~r, i t t.elL....Q~ eme n t..J;J§ t "L~ en __ the-Llli.r tie ~ 

Notwithstanding a.l1.Y--Q....th~_-1ll:gJdsiQJ)._~ __ QJ ___ thi~ ___ chapter ,_ the 
26 commissioner shall deduct _Q.1l9_wtt...lill.olL2 .. ~q,o ...Q.L_~nY----JmeIl}J?loymeIlt 

.compens at i on payq.b ~t.~ __ -Pf;tJ,:.§gn ___ :t'{hQ._.i)L_ re-PQr..tg~unde r ___ Lhi.§ 
28 subsection or a lesser amount_ if . .Ag..r.§_ect tQ..-l>.,Y._....t.h!'L_12~artment of 

Human Services. . The. amount of _ wi thho:j.di.ng._mi;l.-4' not exceed the 
30 amount owed. The commissioner shalJ--IL~nL--9-mount. deduct;§.(l and 

wi thheld under this subsection to _..t~DeJ?artment __ ...Q.f._ Human 
32 Services. Any amount deduct~Q--..--9Jl9........J'L-LthhJ;),Lmu..§...L_be-t..:reate_c;L for 

al..L....Qurposes as if it wer!L....-P-aid t.Q __ th..EL..11e(so.Jl_-.9-.JL_unemploym~n..t 
34 compensation and paiC:L12.Y_tJ.l.51._l?§£soIL __ tQ __ -the Department of. HJ.!.!]1_slrl 

.s e r vic e s _...i n sat i sf ac t...i 0 !L9.L_ th e_QfLr-,2~n-'-Q...._Q,Qli<La tJ,.g.JL!;.Q.......L<;U?_gy_. for:. 
36 over i s sued __ L.Qod stamps. . .fQX ____ .P.J.lJ£os~...§._. __ l1.f_thiL __ subsect ioQ,-_ 

" une mp 1 0 yme n t C oll1-!?Sl_n s a..t i 0 .!L....._.!lle _9..IllL.A1U':-_._.QQJ!1£ e n S...Q...tiQ_IL.-p_ay ab l..e.... un !te r 
3 8 t h i s c h ap_t eL inc 1 u d -in.9... ___ 2-m Q_1lnt_§----11-gyQ);L,I,J2 __ :Qy __ th~_Q.<Lmm iss i gIl es. 

l?-1l r s uan t to an ag re eme :nj;~_---1!.nde....L ___ gJ!y---.f.e 4e Lgl __ .l a~ 0 v i d i ng~r. 
40 compensationL..._~pistanc!L or allowances. with . respect to. 

unemployment. The Department_ of Human Services shall reimburse 
42 t1llL......commissioner for administr9-ti.'y'(;L coli...Q.._i...n...c.1l_rr~g-....in carrying 

out the requirements of this subsection. 
44 

Sec. 58. 29-A MRSA §1301, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 
46 

_6. Social security number. The social sec;urity number of 
48 an applicant for a commercial license must be recorded on the 

gpp.lication. 
50 
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Sec. 59. 36 MRSA §191, sub-§2, ~O, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
2 178, §l, is further amended to read: 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

O. The disclosure to an authorized representative of the 
Department of Human Services of tBe-me£~-~~~~r~~~-a 
Ele;tial3:1:l.eat.-pay-&!'---o-[:...-Gh-j,..ki--S1:J:ppeFt an individual' s residenc~ 

employer, income and assets for child support enforcement 
purposes as required by the Social Security Act, 47 United 
States Code, Chapter 7, subchapter IV, Part D (1966), when a 
wFittea request containing the payor's Seeia;t--See1:l.Fity 
social security number is made by the department; 

Sec. 60. Effective date. This Act takes effect October 1, 1997. 

SUMMARY 

This bill implements federal welfare reform mandates for 
20 state child support enforcement laws concerning location, 

paternity establishment, enforcement, medical support, 
22 modification of support orders and access to financial 

information. The bill also implements a federal mandate for 
24 collecting for overissued food stamps by intercepting 

unemployment benefits. 
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