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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 34-8 MRSA §3608, first " as enacted by PL 1995, c. 691, 
4 §7, is amended to read: 

6 The department shall establish and oversee networks to 
participate with the area councils, as defined in section 3607, 

8 subsection 2, in the delivery of mental health services to 
children and adults under the authority of the department. A 

10 network consists of persons and organizations providing General 
Fund and Medicaiq funded mental health services 1:J.l'l.ael?-eeat:Faet:-·9F 

12 4§li"al'l.I;--f.-±-0f!\--t-he--E1epeu,.1;,mel'l.1;, in the corresponding area sped.fied in 
section 3607, subsection 3. Th~locaL service_ networks ___ mus~.-e. 

14 established and operated in a~cordance wi.th ~tandarq~thgJ;; __ .i:il'.-e. 
consistent with standards ad~._~Q..C~J;".edited he a Itl;). __ Q.i;!r e 

16 org...anizations and other standards adopted .;by the deparJ~I!l~.n.t. ... _to 
establish a4d operate netw.orks. Oversight must include, but .is 

18 not limited to, establis}::ling and .over,§~t;Li.n9-...m;:.ot.9.s;.Q~ __ g}.l.ality-
assura~.....J'I.r....iti..Il9-- and monitorin9"--_~pntracts for servic~. 

20 establishing .outcome measures and ensur;:i_llil-.....t..haL.j:)..Q.ch ___ :n.etwQr.k 
provio.~s an inte...9"J;:9te~stem of c-';U:~T..h!'L department.ma'y __ ..Q.QQ.J?t. 

22 rules to carry ~_th.Ls sect;i.Q..n....... ___ RuL~adopte_q_..Pursuan.L.t.~..thj._Q 
sectiop are ma.i9r substantive rules as _defined. iIl.. TitJ~_. 

24 chapter 3~subchapter II-A. . This section may u...QJ;,_be_~9_~'H;;J:;rq.ftQ 

to supersede the author~of the Dep~rtmen~of_~man_Servj~~k_g~ 
26 the single state Medicaig~...Q~er the Socia1._-.Secu.c1.tL_ac...t..L 

:ritle XII. 
28 

Sec. 2. 34mB MRSA §3608, sub .. §5 is enacted to read: 
30 

5. Safety net s.~r"ILices.lL __ 'l'..lliL_j;..t.ate is resp..QJl._sible_...iQI. 
32 provid~~fety net of adult mental health se~vices for people 

with major mental illness who the departme.n.t ___ or. its desigx).ee 
34 determi~an not otherwise be sEtrved by the locaJ_§'§J;:vic§. 

networks. The state-operated._safety net must includ~ bu~ __ not 
36 limited to: 

38 A. Backup emergency hospital beds for peopl~~iring 

medical stabilization, assessment or treatment. 
40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

B. Intermediate and long-term treatment for pftQPle who _~eeQ 
long-term structured caret 

C. Forensic services; 

D. Intensive case management: and 

E. Other services as needed. 
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2 
SUMMARY 

4 
This bill gives the Department of Mental Health, Mental 

6 Retardation and Substance Abuse Services the authority to 
continue building the community system of mental health services 

8 that was begun by Public Law 1995, chapter 691. This bill gives 
the department oversight authority over all provider's of mental 

10 health services that receive General Fund and Medicaid money and 
authorizes the department to establish rules to govern local 

12 service networks. The bill also defines the State's role in 
providing a safety net of services for people with mental illness. 

Page 2-LR2474(1) 




