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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA c.164 is enacted to read: 
4 

CHAPTER 164 
6 

COOPERATIVE F~RE DISTRICTS 
8 

~l. Definitions 
10 

As used in this chapter, unless the contex~ otherwise 
12 indicates, the following terms have the following meanin~L 

14 

16 

1. District. "District" or "fire district" meCl.~ 

district created by vote of a group of municipalities _ £or~~ 
~p~u~r~p~o~s~e~o~f~p~r=o~v~i~d=l~'n=g~~f~i=r~otection within the municipalitje~~ 

18 §3532. Formation: powers 

20 

22 

24 

1. Formation. 
municipali ty, in 
municipalitie~ay 

this chapter. 

By vote of its legislative body, any 
cooperation with one or more other 

form a district for the purposes provi~~ __ jB 

2. General powers; area of service. Th§ ___ disj;;xj._ct formed 
26 under subsection 1 is a body -l?Qli.tic and corporat~~~~ue , 

be sued, plead and be impleaded, adopt a name, adopt and alter a 
28 common seal and do all things necessary to furnish fire 

protection within that di§j;;ric~ 
30 

32 
3. Incidental 

P.rivileges necessary 
in this chapter are 

rights. All incidental 
to accomplish the main 
granted to a district 

powers-<-_:t;:.ig).1ts __ and 
oQiective set forth 
created. und~r th~ 

34 chapter. 

36 §3533. Management 

38 

40 

The affairs of a district 
managed by a board of directors 
the m~nicipal~ties comprising the 

formed under section 3532 are 
chosen from the inhabitants of 
distriG~-,-

42 1. N~r of directors •. Each member municipality __ js 
entitled to one director for each 5,000 inhapitants of the 

44 municipality or fraction of that numb~~s determine.d by the 
latest Federal Decennial Census. 

46 

48 

50 

~ __ ~intment; terms; quorum. 
each member municipality shall appoint 
district. Initially, the directors' 
determined by lot at their first 

The municipal officers_of 
the directors of the fire 
terms of office must be 

organizational meeting .as 
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follows: One-third of those appointed shall serve for 3 years--,-
2 1/3 for ? years and the remaining number for one year. All 

.l?JJ.~ent appointments are for a term of 3 years. Directors. 
4 shall serve until their _successors have been appointed, with 

vaCgJlrus being filled for the unexpired portiqn of_ the. 
6 K~~ective terms. 

8 A majority- of the directors constitutes a guorum for the 
.transaction of business. Action taken by 213 of the directors 

10 J?1;:~ s en t~_iillY--mee t i ng at which a guorum is in attendance is 
S;:_Qll.J~ideJeq--.tQ...be the action of the full board of directors. 

12 
§3534. Officers; meetings; employees 

14 
1. Officers«~laws. The directors shall elect from among 

16 .themselves a president, treasurer, clerk and any- other officers 
th.at_~y- desire and shall adopt by-laws and regulations for the 

18 ~QItduct of the district's affairs. 

20 1:-0. __ . Meetings. The direc:tQrs shall meet at least 4 times a 
yeaJ_,_~.LJ1LOr.e often if. reguired by- the bylaws I and upon the call 

22 pf ~he presiden~'J]1~~sident shall call~y other meetings 
tcha,J;;. are. reguested in writing .directed to the president and 

24 .s.,igned by at leas.Ll/3 of the directors. 

26 .3. Distric:;:t man~J._~!11J2.1oyees. The directors shall 
gJ2poi.pt and fix ~._salary- of a fire chief who may- not b_~~ 

28 di~r. The fire chief is the chief executive officer of th~ 

district. The fire chief. shall appoint a!1Y-.9ther_emplQyees __ that 
30 .fL~!LJ..ru;ruired ___ t::9J:_di~tr;:.ict pJ,ilJ;10ses and fix ~salaries of those 

~!]llQYees. The directors maYL-..-by- resoJ,ution, indicate which 
32 .!appointments by t.he fire chief and salaries established by the 

.Lire J;~hit;LE_-L~uire confirmatigJL12y_ the board of directors. 
34 

4. Municipal_~tatus. For all e.mployment-related l?~L 
36 .!a __ distris;:t must be considered a municipality, and the eJJll?loyees 

gL-.t.b~ __ distdct_llll!st be treated as J~mploy-ees. of a municipality 
3 8 J;Qr~~_employ-n1ent-relate<;l -P1LrposeSJ.--.ill,cl ud~ la!;;LQJ' __ relatiol1_S 

and retirement purposes. 
40 

42 
A~irect~officer QL employee of the district may not be 

44 jntere.sted directly Qr indirectly- in any contract entered intJLJ2y 
or in behalf of a district for work or material, or the purchase 

46 Qi material, or in any- property acguired or to be acquired by the 
district. A contract made in violation of this section is void. 

48 
~~ Certificate of organization 

50 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

Aftru;: 
certificate 

its 
with 

organization, the 
the Secretary of 

following information: 

1. Name. Name of the dis~~jctL 

district shall file a 
State sett~ forth the 

3. Municipalities included. Munic~91ities includeq witbj~ 
10 the district; 

12 4. Location. Location of the principal office; 

14 5. Names of directors. Number and names of the _gjrectox12. 
and their addresses; and 

16 
6. Names of officers. Names and q,ddresses of thJ;LOff-.iQ~.L~ 

18 
The certificate must be signed by t~res.idS?nt ____ .and 

20 treasurer and a m...QjQ£i ty of the directors, and t~.r_esidenL_Q_:t;' 

treasurer shall swear.-thgt the signatures set _forth...._i.!l~ 
22 certificate are--.t.rue. As changes occur, the district __ shall __ .t:J.le 

an amended certificate with the Secretary of State settin..9.._J'.prth 
24 those changes. 

26 §3531. Powers of directors 

28 The directors of a district may _exercise all _....£ill'Lers 
llecessa..x.y to carr-Y-Qut the purposes oC this chapter, 

30 
§3538. Estimate of expenditures; contributions; budget 

32 
1. Estimate ef e~endi tures and revenue fi "--__ tUr __ l'!.9...y.e.mbe £_.1 s t 

34 of each year, the board of directors shall prepare and s~~mit to 
t.he municipal~.ficers of .. .the municipali ties CQ!l1J21.'_.:i.J;;j.llil-_..t..h.~ 

36 district an itemized estimate Qf expenditures and _revenuelL __ for 
.the followilli,L. ca+endaLY.~ whic . .D. must be the fisca~L_' _Jhis 

38 Q.stimate must include the following: 

40 A. An itemized estimate of anticipated revenue.§.....Q1Lt:.in..9 __ thg 
~nsu~fisca~ear from each sourcej 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

B. An i temized ~timate of expendi tures fQ~. __ §!QQh 
Qlassification for the ensui...ng-.f.L~cal _.~ar L_._.tt!~;luQin..9 

payme.nts ofpr incipal and interest on bonds or nQj:.es i§''§'ll~Q 

or. to be issued by the district ... 

C. After the first year of operation, an itemized stat;em§Jlt 
of all actugl receipts from all sources, up to and including 
September 30th of the current fiscal year, }'lith estimated 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

receipts from those sources shown for the balance of the 
year; 

D. After the first year of operation, an itemized statement 
of .~actual _!,!xpendi tures ,-illL to and including September 
30th of the current fiscal year, with estimated eKpenditures 
shown for the balance of the year; and 

E. An estimate of rev.enue surplus or qefjci~~j:...hI!. 

distr ict for the fiscal ~ for which estimates are being 
prepared. 

~ Determinpt.iQ..~9f. __ municiI@_L.cont.ributions. Each year, 
14 before submitting the estim.ates requir.!2s:L.Jnr __ subsection 1 to the 

municipal officers, th.e board Of qirectors of the district, by a 
16 2/3 vote of its entire membe~sh~~~gstablish a formula for 

contributions to be made by each municipality in order to defray 
18 .Q.~ projected deficit. 'l:his f.~u;]:nula and estimated amount of the 

contribution require9_from._each muni~ll_ must be based on 
20 ruL.Q...1Jl...ation j,md . shown in thSl_e_Q.timates t.L!.gJi with the municipal 

officers of each municipal.ity....!L 
22 

3. Budget.; ·payment.....2L.31.11pcations. By March 1st Q.f each 
24 yearL..-.-t..h!;L...QQ.ar\i.....QL dirl;l.cj:..Q.r..s.... .. sha~LL.p.dQ£..t a final budget for that 

year which must be itemized in the same. manner as the .estimate of 
26 expenditures and revenues und.er subsect.ion 1. 'l:.his budget must 

be submitted immediatsLlL_.tc9 ___ . the municipal officers oC . ......t.n§. 
28 !!lUni.Q..i.J2..ali ti_~~ compt isiJJ.S-.. .t.he dis...tr i~_£.illL..t.~Q.J!lounts allocated 

to each municipality to def~ __ MY projected revenue __ .defi.~.i.t_ .. j.n 
30 the budget must be included in the warrant to the assessors of 

each Immi..Qipality ·as-P1:..9yj.ped in section 35~.9...... 

32 
§3539. Warrant for t.axe~ 

34 
1.. Warrant. Before Apxjl 1st of . .:.j:!ach year I the directors 

36 s11.911 issue t.heiL war .. rant_ . .1..JL.. tve same form as the warrant of the 
T rg.Qs u J;~.Q.L_.s_t..Q.J;;.!'l_f 0 L._-.-tl,L}j; e S..L ___ wi th __ .pXope r change s , to ... the 

38 assessors o:L .. the municip_a1i.ties_c...9mpris_inq .... t...he_ .... !t.Lstris::t .. ,_ Th~ 
warrant must require _._tJJ....!L_lDJ!.nic.ipalities to assess the sum 

40 all.Qcate~tQ. eacJL..I!1_un:Lci.pali ty .. _fQS_...P.ru"xnent _Qh_ the costs of the 
di.strict uPQ1L..th(;L.t.axab.l.!L.glLt.ates. wi thin those municip'ali ties and 

42 to commit their assessment_ .. _t..9......th~onsta.bl..!L.....Q£. collector of the 
municipali ties. The constable or collecto_r has all the authority 

44 and "'p'9wl;l.:r.s to collect these taxes a.s. is vesteJi.....J2.y. law to collect 
state, county and municipal taxes, Within 30 days after the date 

46 fixed.-.-hy the municipality on which its taxes are due, the 
treasurer of the municipality shall-P..9.Y. the amount of the ta}j; 

48 asseslilLd under this section to tve treasurer of the district. 
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2. Failure to pay. If the treasurer of a municipality 
2 fails to pay the sum assessed un@.r __ this_se~_tion, or f.aiILtQJl;l.-Y 

.an~t of the sum by the date set ilL. the year in which thEL-.t.M 
4 is levi~the treas~ of the diA..k6ct.--IDQ~issU~L~C!.Lrant._Lor 

the amount of the _taXL or so much.~~hEt tax as remains unpaid, 
6 to the sheriff of the a1W~QQriate county, re--9Jliring the _sheriff 

to levy by distress aIlCL.sal.sLgJ) real aIl~ersonilLEQQerty of allY 
8 of the iphabitalJ~QL_tJ:llL munidpaILty_,,-__ ~lliL sheri_fL_QL...sLdeputy 

shall execu~he_ warrq,ll_L_ 
10 

12 
lL.IDuniJ;:.Utal.itL ma--y_xi thd r.aw._.f rom_.j;:.he_. di s t Li~Q.~tJ1St_e nd 0 f 

14 ~fis.cal year, after it has -9-iven the board of directors .at I.east 
Qn~._--YSl a r I s_~r itt e Q ___ no_t,i~~._.95 __ .l.Ui ___ j n tJiLIl t i.9JL--tQ_ . .QQ. __ s o_,-__ Th~ 

16 munic_ipal~ust ~.Y---.it§._-l?-ro.J2.Qrtionate_.sh~re __ Q.L __ the_cJ!rrent 
.i.lJ_@bte@eJilLQf th..!L.diJit1:JcJ;;. __ J2.efo~JL.wi thgxg.jolal_iULQ mus..t----..Qgree P:l 

18 gJ2J2.J:Qp-r iat!3. written dOcuIlJent_t;;.Q ___ -1'-ay its proportionQ._t!L_shar.sL_g.i 
any_~Q1lg-_term indebtedn,ess of the.~istdc--L.~j::ha~~Lndebtedne~~ 

20 be c orne S_~L an~---1lliY-Q._l;Ll e .. L_Q1Ltin.9.--.tlJ.L._~Li 0~_Q_L_ll0 !;;j~CiLt_thg 
~ i tlJd r: aw.in9:-munj c iE-i?l i ty do e_~_. __ wJ;,._l;&QQI!1~_.~i al:Ll~~_LAl1Y_~j.. till 

2 2 ~]j:-p~ nd it u r elLSJJ._bQLLQ1~LiJ1g.LJ;J.1a t--'l1QY-l2~madJL.lly_.J;,h~_ di_Q t r i .~J;,-,,--__ l'he 
,!21:Qportionate . share of the wi thdrawi..ng muniQ.J.nalLty-- in . __ .~: 

24 cu,rrent and long-teJm . ..-inde12tedne_s...§.~i-.t.h~ diJ?J~LLc...t_-1TI.ust __ bJL in 
accordance with the formula th,.~lL effe-.d;._-----.LQL~-aymen~~_th.~ 

26 ClJxren_t_and lQng-t_eJJlLi.ndJ~bt.e..dnesJh 

3 0 ~ s u c h _J;:. i m e j;j.S _---1). __ .<:'U sJ;;]: i CJ: __ Djl.lL..._liL!'i.J;;hQ.s.ge cL._ a ll __ -lLt_iJ;_s_ 
oJ::LJigatiQ1J.s ang paid or fU;.Qy_ig.e..g __ LQr .. .J;:.he __ J?_Q,Yffi~nL_QL.9..J,l_Qj::~t.s 

3 2 1;20 nde_\L_i.nde !:Lteclne s s , __ tU5;L bo ar Q. . .Qf d i,.~ c tQ.r.QL_J2y-.2 n_"'yQt e __ ..9J ___ H~_ 
me Illb~.r s hiP..c m ay'_. d i :LS ql-'l..!2..._.tb..JL_QJ s t.x i C.b __ .2M _.9. i s-P_QQ5;! __ Q.b __ 9.11 _QLiJ;:.j? 

34 J2roperty, resLL_~..!2..[.§.onQ..L_ in_--tDJL manner author:ized. and 
QU e ctS!JLll:l. .. _.the. . bo.a r <L_<;L{._QJ_+:..eJ;;J;:gXJi.-'--__ 'J'he_J;;I:e aSJJ); e r .. _.m~~:ll:g<;;JJ. te 

3 6 g..1ly-@edSh....Q,l,.ll S 0 f sal e.QL-O..9J;:.J!ID.sm t-,'LJ.gillJ-L~iL f 0..r------th.9. t p u-LJ;lQ s e-'.. 
lLU_ mo n.ey-L~L(_anY.<-__ LeI!lQ.jlliD~q-.i!L th!':L.hanQ.§._QL_J;.he.ire as.1Lr e r . ...Q..f_.th_e. 

3 8 di :Lt;Li c t __ mu,~L~__P..9j-Q----to_tJ:t~1l1],l-1.'lj, c ip.2 1 i ~iSl s _._. c omps i sj.:nq_tltfi 
.9 is t ric t._SUL_Qj: ___ ths:t_Q..Qt~o C_..liiiL:LQ 1 uJ;:_i 0 n J n qC cor dane e w i.tJL th~. 

40 formula then in effect for the~ment of a11Y..~e..rating deficit._ 

42 

44 SUMMARY 

46 This bill provides for the establishment of cooperative 
municipal fire districts. 
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