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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §l-A, as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, 
4 §88, is further amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to 

read: 
6 

The University of Maine System includes 2 universities, one 
8 located in Portland and one located in Orono; 6 regional 

colleges, one each in Presg:ue Isle, Fort Kent, Machij;U~.L 

10 Farmington and Augusta and the Maritime Studies Academy in 
Castine j and 7 technical colleges, one each in Bangor, Presque 

12 Isle, Calais, York, Auburn, Fairfield and South Portland. 

14 Sec. 2. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §§2 and 3 are amended to read: 

16 Section 2. Regents; chair, clerk and treasurer; tenure of 
office of treasurer and clerk; duties of clerk; treasurer to give 

18 bond. The t~Hstees board of regents shall annually elect one of 
their number to be fH:es,iaeHE chair of the board. They shall 

20 appoint a clerk and treasurer, both of whom sRall must be sworn, 
aHa-GRall who hold their offices at the pleasure of the t~Hstees 

22 ..um.ents. The clerk shall record all proceedings of the board, 
and copies of their records certified by Rim--sha-l-l---be the clerk 

24 are evidence in all cases in which the originals might be used. 
The treasurer shall be--r--equ-i-r-ed--te give suitable bond T and te 

26 renew the same r whenever the sRall-t~Hstees regents require. 

28 Section 3. Governor and board of regents; process against 
executive council of presidents in corporate capacity, when 

30 authorized; decree of court; any individual regent or council 
member, complaint against may be instituted; decree of court on 

32 such complaint. The §"eVeHle~ _Governor and eeHse,il--6-ha-l--:l---a-t;..-al± 
t,imes the board of regents have the power, by themselvesT or sHeR 

34 ~ committee as they sRall appointL to examine into the affairs 
of tRe--&011e~eT each campus and the doings of the t:~Hst:eeST 

36 councilors and to inspect all their records and accounts T and the 
buildings and premises occupied by tRe--eelle~e that campus. 

38 Whenever the §"eve~se~ Governor and eetHl.€-i-:l--saall the board of 
regents have reason to believe that the t~Hstees councilors are 

40 exercising or attempting to exercise any unlawful powerS r or 
unlawfully omitting to perform any legal duty, they may direct 

42 the at:t:e~sey--§"ese~al Attorney General to institute process 
against the t~Hstees councilors in their corporate capacity, in 

44 the nature of a complaint in equity before the sRI?~eme--3\:J.a-i€-ia± 

eeH~t:T Supreme Judicial Court in the county in which the ee±±e§"e 
46 may-se campus is established, and the courtL after notice, shall 

hear and determine the same r by summary proceeding in term timer 
48 or by any judge in vacationT and may make any suitable decreeT 

restraining the t:~Hst:ees councilors from performing or continuing 
50 the unlawful acts complained ofT 
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fe~ or requiring them to perform whatever is unlawfully omittedr 
2 and may enforce such decrees. In like manner a complaint may be 

instituted against any individual ~~~s~eer councilor and be heard 
4 in the county where he the councilor resides, alleging against 

him the councilor any cause aeemea determined by the qeveHler:: 
6 Governor and ee~Beil the board of regents sUfficient to 

disqualify him the councilor for the trust; and if in the 
8 judgment of the court such an allegation shall-ae is sustained, a 

decree shall must be made removing s~eR--t-£ust.ee that councilor 
10 from office, and his that councilor's place shall must be ~he~eay 

vacated. 
12 

Sec. 3. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §4, as amended by PL 1991, c. 147, 
14 §2, is repealed. 

16 

18 

Sec. 4. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §4-A, as amended by PL 1987, c. 20, 
§3, is further amended to read: 

Section 4-A. Administration; executive council of 
20 presidents; chancellor; campus presidents; advisory committees. 

The aear::a--ef--~Fastees executive council of presidents shall 
22 appoint a chancellor of the universi tY-L who shall serve at i~s 

the council's pleasure and be chief administrative and education 
24 officer ~he~eef of the University of Maine System. The 

chancellor may maintain an office at A~q"s~a ~~ and s~sh any 
26 other offices as the aea£a--ef--&Fa&&eeS executive council of 

presidents may designate. The ehaBseller:: executive council of 
28 £Lesid~nts shall nominate and the board of t~~s~ees regents shall 

appoint the fleFseBs--t.-o--heaa ~sidents of the various campuses 
30 aBa- -&Ral-l- - -~.i-VB- --t=he- - -pe-t"-6-O-n:&- --&ucl1---t.-i-t.-l-€-6-- -a-s---sh-a.J..J.--13e--aeemea 

aflflr::eflr::iate. The heaa ~ident of a campus shall may not serve 
32 concurrently as chancellor or as a member of the board of 

tr::~stees reggnts. The aear::a--ot"---t£~6~ees executive council of 
34 presidents shall appoint s~eh advisory committees on behalf of 

the various campuses and s~eh any other advisory committees as 
36 may that appear desirable. 

38 Sec. 5. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §4-B, as amended by PL 1987, c. 769, 
Pt. A, §§189 and 190, is further amended to read: 

40 
Section 4-B. Duties of executive council of presidents, 

42 chancellor and presidents of various campuses. 

44 1. Executive council of. presidents; duties. The aea-r€--ef 
tr::~stees executive council of presidents, in consultation with 

46 the chancellor, shall-.f>e--t.-he--go-VB-H~·.i-:ag.-aBa is the planning body 
of ~he-uBive£si~y the University of Maine System and in addition 

48 shall-have has the responsibility for preparing aBa-aflfl£eviBq the 
operating and capital budgets of ~he--aBiver::sity the various 

50 ~ampuses and presenting ~hem-iB-~~~~~i-t.~-t=he--eiFee&.i-eB-iB 
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±iE1-e-~7-£€£~~B£-~~-~-~~~-~r-ehaF~eF-l§~ those budgets to 
2 the board of regents. 

4 2. Chancellor and staff members; duties. The chancellor 
shall exercise SHes powers and fulfill SHes responsibilities as 

6 ssa1-1--Be delegated by the BeaFa executive council of presidents. 
The chancellor may delegate any eE---sHes powers and 

8 responsibilities to SHes members of sis the chancellor's staff as 
se-aeems that the chancellor determines necessary. 

10 
3. President of each campus; duties. The seaa president of 

12 each campus ssa1-1--Be is the chief administrative and educational 
officer EseFeeE and ssa1-1--Be is responsible for the day to day 

14 operation and development of its academic program wi thin the 
limits defined by the board of EFHsEees regents, the executive 

16 council of presidents and the chancellor; and in addition, ssal± 
the president of each campus~ exercise SHes the rights and 

18 privileges as--a.£e generally recognized in the administering of 
admissions, curriculum development, eHEFa----~~.£.£~€bl±aF 

20 .extracurricular programs, long range planning within the 
framework of the overall university planT and supervision of 

22 faculty. 

24 

26 

Sec. 6. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §4-D, as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, 
§§94 and 95, is further amended to read: 

Section 4-D. Options for employment benefits of personnel. 
28 All personnel seFeteEeFe employed at the stat;e--c-o-l-J.-ege-&--ssa±l 

campuses have the option of continuing their membership, if such 
30 exists, in the Maine State Retirement System or of becoming 

members of the retirement system in effect at; in the University 
32 of Maine System at the time the election is made. SHes Tll.e 

election ssall must be made within 6 months after the effective 
34 date of this Act on forms and in SHes Q manner as the Board of 

Trustees of the University of Maine System may-tl-i£eet in off ice 
36 at the time of the election directs. As to each SHes employee 

who elects to continue membership in the Maine State Retirement 
38 System, it ssall--t;heFeaft.e£--Be is the responsibility of the 

university to provide for payment from its appropriation to the 
40 Treasurer of State of the amount wsies that would have been the 

sEate.!.s Sta_te' s contribution to the retirement system for SHes 
42 that employee had se the employee remained in the state..!.s State's 

service. Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, as-te all 
44 SHes employees who elect . to become members of the retirement 

system in effect at the universitYT--6bl€S--€ffiF.,lByees shall, within 
46 90 days after SHes the election, authorize the Maine State 

Retirement System to pay through the Treasurer of State into the 
48 retirement system in effect at the university the total of the 

member's contributions for saia that employee. Any--sHes Sg 
50 employee electing to become a member of the retirement system in 
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effect at the university who has vested rights under the Maine 
2 State Retirement System may elect, notwithstanding the foregoing 

provision, to leave ais that employee's contributions on deposit 
4 in saia the retirement system. Within 6 months after the 

effective date of this Act, SHea those employees shall exercise 
6 the option of determining whether ~aey--saa±± to keep their 

personnel classification, salary level and tenure rights, to the 
8 extent they now exist, for their work with their present 

institutionsT or to adopt SHea benefits as they exist under the 
10 system in effect at the university at the time election is made. 

The intent of the election ae~ein provided in this section is to 
12 aSSH~e ensure that no employee's job classification, salary level 

and tenure rights saa.J..J.--be are. adversely affected solely as a 
14 resul t of the unification provided for in this chapter. The 

board of trustees saa±l-save at the time of unification ha~ the 
16 final authority in their efforts to work out, as well as may be, 

uniform personnel policies and procedures for all employees of 
18 the University of Maine System, except that ·nothing contained 

aeFein in this section in any way saa±± may abrogate the options 
20 for employment benefits in this section. No faculty member 

employed at one campus may be transferred to another campus 
22 without ais that employee's consent. 

24 

26 

Sec. 7. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §4-F, as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, 
§96, is further amended to read: 

Section 4-F. Contracts. The Board of ~~Hs~ees Regents of 
28 the University of Maine System saa±±--aave has authority to 

authorize contracts with the State of Maine, e~ any department or 
30 agency ~ae~ee€T of the State or any city, town, district or other 

public instrumentalitYT on SHea terms and conditions as--~aey 

32 saa±±-a~~reve the board of regents approves for the furnishing to 
the university of water and sewer services. The term of any such 

34 contract may not exceed 50 years. 

36 Sec. 8. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §§4-G to 4-K are enacted to read: 

38 Section 4-G. Board of regents. The Board of Regents of the 
University of Maine ~tem consists of 16 members. 

40 
1. Chancellor. T]1e Chancellor of the University of Maine 

42 ~stem serves as a nonvoting member ex officio. 

44 2. Members appointed ~ Governor. Ten members are 
~inted by the Governor with confirmation by the Legislature, 5 

46 from the First Congressional District and 5 from the Second 
Congressional District. 

48 
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3. Members appointed by President of the Senate; Speaker of 
2 the House. Three members are appointed by the President of the 

Senate and 2 members are appointed by the Speaker of the House. 
4 

4. Term; compensation. Appointed members serve 5-year 
6 terms. Five members must be initially appointed for .. £L term ~ 

yearsL-5 for a term of 2 years and 5 for a term of one year. A 
8 member may serve beyond the expiration date of that member's term 

until a successor is appointed and qualified. A vacancy on the 
10 board must be filled for the unexpired portion of the term. 

Members serve without compensation but may be reimbursed for 
12 travel and other expenses incurred in the performance of their 

official duties. 
14 

5. Board of regents; duties. The board of regents is the 
16 governing body of the University of Maine System and has 

responsibili ty. for reviewing the operating and capital budgets Q..f 
18 each campus and presenting them in a.ccordance with the Mai.ne. 

Revised Statutes, Title 5, section 1665 and Title 5, chapter 
20 153. The board of regents hires and evaluates the-f>residentL.Q.t 

the 2 universities, the 6 regional colleges and the 7 technical 
22 colleges. 

24 Section 4-H. Executive council of presidents. The 
executive council of presidents consists of 4 members: the 

26 President of the University of Maine at Orono; the President of 
the University of Southern Maine at Portland; a representative 

28 from the council of regional colleges; and a representative from 
the council of technical colle~s. The executive coun~~h 

30 presidents spall employ and evaluate a.Q.d may susp~nd the 
chancellor. 

32 
Section 4-1. Council of regional colleges. The c~uncil of 

34 regional colleges includes the presidents of the 6 regional 
colleges. One member of the council is elected to a one-year 

36 term as a voting member of the executive council of p£esidents. 

38 Section .4-J. Council of technical colleges. The council of 
technical colleges includes the presidents of the 7 technical 

40 colleges. One member is elected to a one-year term as a yotin.g 
member of the executive council of presidents. 

42 
Se.ction 4-K. Campus advisory council. The president .... of 

44 each university, each regional college and each technical college 
shall" oversee the formation of a volunteer campus advisory 

46 council. The council is responsible for fundraising and 
advocacy. The members serve at the pleasure of the presidents 

48 and include alumni and community business leaders. 

50 Sec. 9. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §7 is amended to read: 
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2 Section 7. Site for college, how to be procured. It ssa±± 
Be is the duty of the first EICHsEees, as soon as may beT after 

4 their organization, to procure a tract of land suitable as a site 
for the establishment of the college. If no other provision 

6 ssa-l-l--Be is made Eseref:9r, there ssa;},;}, must be placed at the 
disposal of the first ErHSEees for this purposeT--sHes that 

8 proportion as the ~9verH9r--~£~--~~i~--~~--aeem Governor 
determines sui tableT of that part of the fundT--W'-hies that is 

10 authorized by the fifth section of the aeE--o-f--e9H~Fess Act of 
Congress to be expended for the purchase of lands for sites or 

12 experimental farms. 

14 Sec. 10. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §8-A, as amended by PL 1991, c. 548, 
Pt.A, §36, is further amended to read: 

16 
Section 8-A. Designation of police powers. The EHl.SEeeS 

18 Board of RE~gents of the University of Maine System, or SHes 
administrators of the University of Maine System as the ErHSEees 

20 board of regents and the executive council of presidents may 
designate for this purpose, may appoint persons to act as police 

22 officers-,- who, wi thin the limits of the property owned by or 
under the control of the University of Maine System, possess all 

24 of the powers of police officers in criminal cases and civil 
violations. 

26 
The ErHstees board of regents may make rules and regulations 

28 for the control, movement and parking of vehicles within the 
limits of the property owned by or under the control of the 

30 University of Maine System. The rules and regulations have the 
same force and effect as municipal ordinances-,- and District 

32 Courts are authorized to impose fines not to exceed $50 for each 
parking violation. The ErHSEees board~~~gents, by resolution, 

34 may adopt the provisions of the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 
30-A, section 3009 T relating to prima facie evidence, the 

36 establishment of a waiver of court action by payment of specified 
fees and the establishment and policing of parking spaces for 

38 handicapped persons. Notwi thstanding this paragraph, speed 
limits within the limits of the property owned by or under the 

40 control of the University of Maine System must be established by 
the Department of Transportation and the Maine State Police as 

42 provided in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 69 29-A, section 
±69± ~~ and the speed limits must be posted by the University 

44 of Maine System in accordance with written directions or policies 
of the Department of Transportation. The violation of any rules 

46 and regulations relating to the movement of vehicles is deemed to 
be a traffic infraction unless defined as a fe±9HY-9IC-misaemean9IC 

48 crime under Title 69 ~9-A. 
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Sec. 11. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §9-A, as amended by PL 1985, c. 779, 
2 §98, is further amended to read: 

4 Section 9-A. College of medicine authorized; standards of 
scholarship; degrees. The Board of ±F~stees Regents of the 

6 University of Maine System is hereby authorized to locate, 
construct, equip and operate a college of medicine and to set, 

8 establish and maintain standards of teaching and scholarship 
tReFefeFef-¥-ov-i~,--:aeveFtRe±essT-·-t-ha-t--tRe for the college o( 

10 medicine. The location, construction, equipment and operation 
oRa±± must meet the approval of and tRat the standards of 

12 teaching and scholarship must be at least equal to standards 
approved by the Council on Medical Education and Hospitals of the 

14 American Medical Association and of the Association of American 
Medical Col leges f--an€I---p-F-G-v-.i4eG-.f-l:l.t'-t.a€t'7--t-ha-t::--t:Re.. The board of 

16 tF~stee6--sRa±±--ae regents is under no duty to perform any 
function under this section unless and until, in its opinion, the 

18 board of regents has received or is assured of sufficient funds 
ei ther by gift from any source or by appropriation by the State 

20 of Maine to successfully construct and operate such Q college of 
medicine. 

22 
The board of tF~stee6 regents is authorized to confer the 

24 degree of "Doctor of Medicine" upon 6~e:R students of the college 
of medicine, when so established, as who complete the 4-·year 

26 course of saie that college to the satisfaction of saia the board 
of tF~stees regents. 

28 
Sec. 12. P&SL 1865, c. 532, §18 is amended to read: 

30 
Section 18. Rights of the legislature reserved. The 

32 ±e'9"is±at~l'e--Gha-1-1--fl..-a",..-e--t-fl-e.--r-i-qht.--te Legislature may grant any 
further powersr-te and alter, limit or restrain any of the powers 

34 vested in the tF~stees board of r~nts and the executive cQJdnci-1 
of presidents of the es±±e'9"e University of Maine ~stem 

36 established by this aetT Act as s:RaJ..J.--ae judged necessary to 
promote the best interests t:ReFeef of the university system. And 

38 this aet-,-sha-l-l--tal£e Act takes effect upon its approval by the 
'9"sveF:asF Governor. 

40 
Sec. 13. Report; legislation; implementation. By December 15, 

42 1998, the Chancellor of the University of Maine System shall 
submit legislation to the First Regular Session of the 119th 

44 Legislature to revise the Maine Revised Statutes to reflect the 
replacement of the Board of Trustees of the Uni versi ty of Maine 

46 System by a board of regents and by an executive council of 
presidents in accordance with this Act. 

48 
The executive council of presidents shall direct the 

50 chancellor to implement all changes in this Act by July 1, 1999. 
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2 

SUMMARY 
4 

This bill amends the University of Maine System Charter by 
6 replacing the board of trustees with a board of regents. The 

bill also establishes an executive council of presidents made up 
8 of 4 of the presidents of the universities and colleges in the 

system. The bill directs all changes to be implemented by July 
10 I, 1999. 
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