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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No. 1754 

H.P.1237 House of Representatives, April 8, 1997 

An Act Regarding Hospital Charges for Physicians Not Participating in 
Health Maintenance Organizations. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative GERRY of Auburn. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. I. 22 MRSA §1717 is enacted to read: 
4 

§1717. Hospital privil~es 
6 

A hospital may not require a ---p-erson who is not a participant 
8 in a health maintenance organization plap to ~ more for 

services than that hospital requires a person who is a 
10 participant in a health maintenance organization plan to pay for 

services. 
12 

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §1829-A is enacted to read: 
14 

£:L829-A....._ Hospital pX.iyiJ_~g~.~. for phy~ician"§~Q~rticipating in 
16 health maintenance organizations 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

1. Definitions. As used -=i=n~~t=h~is sectioD~nl~e~s~s~~t=h=e 
context otherwise indicates, the foll'oWing terms have the 
following meanings. 

A. "Health care services" has the meaning set fortlL_in 
Title 24-A, section 4202-A, subsection 9~ 

B. "Health maintenance organization" has t~eaning Ssll-. 
forth in Title 24-A, section 4202-A, subsection 10. 

c. "Nonparticip_at.ing physician" me.ans a physician licensed 
or otherwise authori~ed in this State to furni~h health care 
services t and who is not a participating physician in a 
health maintenance-2X9anization. 

D. "Participating physician" means a physician lice_!Ls.~_cL_Qr 

34 otherwise authorized in this State to furnish health care 
services who, uDder an express or implied contract wit_h_Q 

36 health maintenance organization, has -fl9-reed to provide 
heal th care servic~.t.Q.....l.!!di vi..dua.lJL_ enrolled i!L_iL.l1ea.Lth 

38 maintenance organization with an ___ ~ectation of receiving 
payment other than copaYJI1.§nt 9irSinh.....QI ___ Wdirect.h_ fron}.... th~ 

40 health maintenance organization L 

42 2. Hospit~rivileges. A hospital may po~~quire_PQYme!Lt 
jor the use of hospital facilities from a nonparticipating 

44 physician that is greater than the payment that the _~)ill.i t_~.l. 
requires for the use of homll.-tal facilities by _~articipating 

46 physician. 

48 Sec. 3. 24-,A MRSA §4212, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 

50 4. A health maintenance organization may not prohibit an 
enrollee from obtaining services from a nvnparticipating hospital. 

52 
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2 SUMMARY 

4 This bill requires hospitals to charge the same fees for 
hospital privileges to physicians participating in health 

6 maintenance organizations and those physicians that do not 
participate. The bill also requires hospitals to charge the same 

8 fees for hospital services to a person participating in a health 
maintenance organization plan and a person that is not 

10 participating. The bill also prohibits a health maintenance 
organization plan from prohibiting an enrollee to obtain services 

12 from nonparticipating hospitals. 
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