
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No.17S1 

H.P.1234 House of Representatives, April 7,1997 

An Act to Amend the Licensure Act for Speech Pathologists and 
Audiologists. 

Submitted by the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation pursuant to Joint 
Rule 204. 

Reference to the Committee on Business and Economic Development suggested and 
ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative FARNSWORTH of Portland. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as foUows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA c. 77, first 2 lines are repealed and the 
4 following enacted in their place: 

8 SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGISTS AND AUDIOLOGISTS 

10 Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §§6001 and 6002, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 
705, §4, are amended to read: 

12 
§6001. Title 

14 
This chapter may be cited as the "Licensure Act for SpeeeE 

16 .s.!1.&tech-language Pathologists and Audiologists." 

18 §6002. Statement of purpose 

20 It is declared to be a policy of the State that in order to 
safeguard the public health, safety and welfare; to protect the 

22 public from being misled by incompetent, unscrupulous and 
unauthorized persons and from unprofessional conduct on the part 

24 of qualified speesa ~eech-language pathologists and 
audiologists; and to help aSSl;l!'e ensure the availability of the 

26 highest possible quality speeea speech-language pathology and 
aUdiology services to the communicatively handicapped people of 

28 this State, it is necessary to provide regulatory authority over 
persons offering speesa speech-language pathology and audiology 

30 services to the public. 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §6003, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1975, c. 705, 
§4, is amended to read: 

3. Board. "Board" 
Speeea Speech-language 
pursuant to section 6010. 

means the 
Pathology 

State 
and 

Board of 
Audiology, 

Examiners on 
established 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §6003, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 

3-A. Code of ethics. "Code of ethics" means _ the code of 
42 ethics -pertaining to the practices of s~ech-languag~tholQgy: 

and audiology adopted by the board. 
44 

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §6003, sub-§§5 and 6, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 
46 705, §4, are amended to read: 

48 

50 

5. Speech-language 
pathologist" means an 
speech-langu~ pathology 

pathologist. 
individual 

and who by 
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"£peesa .speech-language 
who practices speeeh 
virtue of academic and 



practical training presents aimse±~ the individual to the public 
2 by any title or description of services incorporating the words 

speech pathologist, speech therapist, speech correctionist, 
4 speech clinician, language pathologist, language therapist, 

logopedist, communicologist, voice therapist, voice pathologist 
6 or any similar title or description of service. 

8 6. Speech-language pat.hology. "Speeea .sL!eech-lan~ 

pathology" means the application of t.heories, principles and 
10 procedures related to development and disorders of language and 

speech for purposes of assessment and treatment. 
12 

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §6003, sub~§7, as amended by PL 1989, c. 700, 
14 Pt. A, §lS0, is further amended to read: 

16 1. Speech-language pathology aide. "Speeea fuwech-language 
pathology aide" means an individual who meets minimum 

18 qualifications wb~ea that the board may establish for speeeb 
~e.Slch-la_nguage pathology aides, which qaaH,:fieat:-ie.:e-s---shaJ-l--ee 

20 gKe. less than those gQalification~ established by this chapter as 
necessary for licensure as a speeea speech-language pathologist r 

22 and less than those established by the Department of Education 
for school personnel, and who works under the supervision of a 

24 licensed speeeb speech-langu~g~ pathologist. 

26 Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §6003, sub-§7m A is enacted to read: 

28 7-A.. Speeqh-language pathology assistant. __ ~peech-languagSl 
p-gtQQlQgy assistant" means an individual who meets minimum 

30 g;uali;eications that thJ? board mas establish for speech-lan~ 
Q.Q,...tholog~§jstants t. which are __ less--.tl@n those qualifications 

32 SLsJ:.ablishecLJ;n:. ... this chapter fpr licensure, but which must inc:).ude 
lin ... as.socj,ate.~..§~ree _Q.L its ~g:uivalent as deterwined by_the 

34 .t>oard, .-.in the J iels'L of communication disorders. 

36 

38 

40 

Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §6004, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 70S, §4, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

~6004. Persons an~~actices affected 

h __ ~eech-language------I1.~.thol.ogists and audiolqgists_,,-
42 Licensure. m§,.¥ be ...granted in speec_h·-laI!ill!.£9JL..~th~£ 

audiology independentlY.... __ A~rson may be licensed in both areas. 
44 if _that ... J2§t):'SQIL.!J1eets the re§,Pecti..Y5L...9:.1,!.g lifications. A .. J2§..rson jl1ay 

not practice or represent as a speech-langugge pathologist or 
46 iiudiologist in this State unless licensed in accordance with the 

laws of this State. 
48 

50 
.b...~ech·-l<m.91@9"=e,--""p""a",th=o",-,l",-o>q:lgy'-l<----"a""i"",d","e ..... s-"._....."R",e",g,-,i"-,s",-t""-"-r-",a,-,t,""i..,,o,,,,n,,-_-,m.!.!.a~y_-"ib:Ee 

""gc=r-"a""n",-t",-e",--",d,--_t",-o",--->a"---J;p,-"e,-,r,-,s"",o,,,-n~--,w,,-,h,...o,,-. me e t s the min im um qua 1 i f i cat ion s 
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2 

4 

6 

establ ished by 
QPeech-language 
credential_ are 
holdi.~ this 
QPeech-J,anguage 

the _poard and who is superyis&Q __ ~Y ____ ~ 
pathol~i.~t. Initial applicat_i.ons __ i.9J_-.thiii 

not accepted after December 31, 199_Z-'--__ b----12J;!rson 
credential may continue to ---PLa_cti<;;:~ as ___ ~ 
pathology aide until Janu9.LY-_l, 2005. 

3. -.Speecb-lgn-----9:1!Q.gLpatho199Y-g.s~istants. RegistratiolL __ 1lli!§t 

8 be~lt~d to a person who meets the minimum JI.1!Qlificatio]1s _h..r. 
this credential established by the board aQd who-----.i.!i __ ~1.J-P-SUs.ised 1;>2 

10 a licensed speech-language pathologist, as set forth ~_the_board 
by rule. Rules adopted pur::;uant to this subsection are major 

12 pubstantive rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 37S t subchapter 
II-A. 

14 
Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §6005, as amended by PL 1989, c. 700, Pt. A, 

16 §151, is further amended to read: 

18 §6005. Persons and practices not affected 

20 Nothing in this chapter BRa;!,;!, may be construed as preventing 
or restricting: 

22 
1. Physicians. A physician or osteopathic physician 

24 licensed by this State from testing, diagnosing and treating 
medical problems related to disorders of language, speech or 

26 hearing, nor as permitting a sreeeR _illleech-lCLngua~ pathologist 
or audiologist to practice medicine, surgery or other healing 

28 arts; 

30 2. Hearing aid dealers. A hearing aid dealer licensed under 
chapter 23-A or the holder of a trainee permit under chapter 23-A 

32 from the fitting of hearing aids or the testing of hearing for 
the purpose of fitting hearing aids; 

34 
3. Person holding valid and current credential. A pe r s on 

36 who holds a valid and current credential as a speee1:t 
speech-language_ or hearing clinician, issued by the Department of 

38 Education, from providing such services within a local 
educational agency, or a person employed as a ereeeR 

40 ~ech-language pathologist or audiologist by the Government of 
the United States, if such person performs sJ?eeeR speech-lanilll.9.g§. 

42 pathology or audiology services solely within the confines or 
under the jurisdiction of the organization by which that person 

44 is employed. Such person may, without obtaining a license under 
this chapter, consult with or disseminate research findings and 

46 other scientific information to sJ?eeeR ppeech-laIlilll.~e 

pathologists and audiologists outside the jurisdiction of the 
48 organization by which that person is employed. Such person may 

also offer lectures to the public for a fee, monetary or other, 
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without being licensed under this chapter. Such person may 
2 additionally elect to be subject to this chapter; 

4 4. Persons pursuing course of study in speech-language 
pathology_ The activities and services of persons pursuing a 

6 course of study leading to a degree in sJ?eeeR ~~J;~ch-:laIlguag~ 

pathology at an accredited college or accredited universi t.y, if 
8 such activities and services constitute a part of the course of 

study and such person is designated speeeR l?-l2-ee_ch.::-_lftr19J)'.,.Q~ 

10 path010gy intern, sJ?eeeR ~l1lch-languag~ pathology trainee or by 
other such title clearly indicating the training status 

12 appropriate to Ris that person~ level of training; 

14 5. Persons pursuing course of st.udy in audiology_ The 
activities and services of a person pursuing a course of study 

16 leading to a degree in audiology at an accredited college or 
accredited university. if such activities and services constitute 

18 a part of the course of study and such person is designated 
audiology intern, audiology trainee or by any other title clearly 

20 indicating the training status appropriate to such person's leve1 
of training: Qnd 

22 
6. Person not a resident. of this State. The performance of 

24 speeeR. ~ch-language pathology or audiology services in this 
State by any person not a resident of this Stat:e who is not 

26 licensed under this chapter, if such services are performed for 
no more than 5 days in any calendar year and in cooperation with 

28 a speeeR lil?_§Lech_::.lan91!-ailll pathologist or audiologist licensed 
under this chapter; and if such person meets the qualifications 

30 and requirements for application for licensure described in 
section €iG6GT-£4:l.D£-e-€-t .. i-0-n-&--1--'&G--·~ 602\2..-::...&. A person not a resident 

32 of this State who is not licensed under this chapter, but who is 
1icensed under the laws of another state wR.;i,eh .that. has 

34 estab1ished 1icensure requirements at least equivalent to those 
established by section €iQ~G 6020-;\ or who is the holder of the 

36 American Speech and Hearing Association Certificate of CLinical 
Competency in SpeeeR. Sl?eeG.h-=Janguag~ Pathology or Audiology or 

38 its equivalent, may offer speeeR. 1il2.~ech-language pathology or 
audiology services in this State for not more than 60 days in any 

40 calendar year, if such services are performed in cooperation with 
a speeeR. 15~eGb--l~nguage pathologist or audiologist licensed 

42 under this chapter. 

44 Sec. 10. 32 MRSA c. 77, submc. II, first 3 lines, are repealed and 

46 

48 

50 

the following enacted in their place: 

SUBCHAPTER II 

BOARD OF EXAMINERS ON SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY 
AND AUDIOLOGY 
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2 Sec. 11. 32 MRSA §6010, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, Pt.. A, 
§255, is further amended to read: 

4 
§6010. Membership; terms 

6 
The Board of Examiners on Speeeh Speech-language Pathology 

8 and Audiology, as established by Title 5, section 12004-A, 
subsection 39, sha±±-€eflSisE consists of 7 members appointed by 

10 the Governor. All members shal± must have been residents of this 
State for at least one year immediately preceding t.heir 

12 appointment. Two members shall must have been engaged full time 
in the practice of speeeh speech-language pathology for at least 

14 one year immediately preceding EheiF appointment. Two members 
shal± ~ust have been engaged full time in the practice of 

16 audiology for at least one year immediately preceding EheiF 
appointment. All such professional members shall at all times 

18 must be holders of valid licenses for the practice of speeeh 
speech-language pathology or audiology. The additional members 

20 shall consist of a physician, licensed pursuant to chapter 48, 
with specialized training in the field of otolaryngology and of 2 

22 representatives of the public. 

24 Appointments are for 3-year terms. Appointments of members 
must comply with section 60. A board member may be removed by 

26 the Governor for cause. 

28 Sec. 12. 32 MRS A §6011, as repealed and replaced by PL 1983, 
c. 413, §198, is amended to read: 

30 
§6011. Meetings; chairman; quorwn 

32 
The board shall meet at least once a year to conduct its 

34 business and to elect a ehaiFmaa chair and a secretary. 
Additional meetings shall-ae ar~ held as necessary to conduct the 

36 business of the board r and may be convened at the call of the 
ehaiFmaa chair or a majority of the board members. All meetings 

38 of the board sha1-1--ae are open to the public, except that the 
board may hold closed sessions to prepare, approve, grade or 

40 administer examinations, or to prepare or provide a response upon 
request of an applicant for review of his that applicant's 

42 examination. Four members of the board shall constitute a quorum 
for all purposes. 

44 
Sec. 13. 32 MRS A §6013, first 1[, as enac ted by PL 1975, c. 705, 

46 §4, is amended to read: 
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The Board of Examiners on SI?ee9R Speech-language Pathology 
2 and Audiology sRall-save has the powers and duties set forth in 

this section. 
4 

Sec. 14. 32 MRSA §6013, sub m §2, as repealed and replaced by PL 
6 1983, c. 413, §200, is amended to read: 

8 2. Rules. The board may, in accordance with the Maine 
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 

10 II, adopt rules commensurate with the authority vested in it by 
this chapter including, but not limited to, rules relating to 

12 professional conduct and establishing ethical standards of 
practice. The I'bI.±es--aOOp-t.-e4-b-y--1::Re board, by rule, shall govern 

14 and control the professional conduct of every person who holds a 
license to practice sI?eeeR speech-l~nguage pathology or audiology 

16 in this State. A copy of all rules adopted by vote of the board 
sRa±± must be sent forthwith to all persons licensed under this 

18 chapter. 

20 Sec. 15. 32 MRSA §6013, subm §3, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1983, c. 413, §201, is amended to read: 

22 
3. Hearings. Hearings may be conducted by the board to 

24 assist with investigations, to determine whether grounds exist 
for suspension, revocation or denial of a license, or as 

26 otherwise eleemeel determine.d necessary to the fulfillment of its 
responsibilities under this chapter. 

28 
The board sRa±± may not refuse to renew a license for any reason 

30 other than failure to pay a required fee, unless it has afforded 
the licensee an opportunity for an adjudicatory hearing. The 

32 board shall hold an adjudicatory hear ing at the written request 
of any person who is denied a license without a hearing for any 

34 reason other than failure to pay a required fee, provided that 
the request for hearing is received by the board within 30 days 

36 of the applicant's receipt of written notice of the denial of Ris 
the ~plicant' s application, the reasons therefor and Ris the 

38 ~cant' s right to request a hearing. Hearings sRa±± must be 
conducted in conformity with the Maine Administrative Procedure 

40 Act, Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter IV, to the extent 
applicable. The board may subpoena witnesses, records and 

42 documents in any hearing it conducts. 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 16. 32 MRSA §6020, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 705, §4, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 17. 32 MRSA §§6020-A and 6020-B are enacted to read: 

§6020-A. Eligibility for license 
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To be eligible for licensure~. the board as a 
2 speech-language patholggist or audiQ1Qgjst,_~rso;n must possess: 

4 L-------.Speech-langu,age pathologi~tlLJ)X~udioloJlig§----,,-__ A_ma$ te~ 
degree or it~uivalent, as_~eteJ;:J]Jin~_J;,he bpard-< whicl:J.---.--i.1?. 

6 consistent with the ~ir~m@_ts_for __ the American Speec;IL._ang 
Hear ing Association CertifiG£\te._of J::;)iJ1h:al_ Compet~_L~L Speech 

8 Pathology or Audiology. The Qoar:s;L_m.'ll!-~.1LtaRli~t11£Lrequiremen_ts 

f 0 l' academi c cour se '10 rk I .J?JM251LY i SE?..Q. __ cl W_.1..G9J, ___ .---N ac tJ-.J;uffiL 
10 supervised professional. __ 511]1..l;>.lpyme.nt __ and written examination. 

12 2. Sp~ech·-l.angu~e patholQ.9L a:ssj,li:t.stnt~~r:L._associat~§. 
de-m::~.j,;n the_b i ~ . .LCL_Qb __ <;;'QJmnunic at i QIL._ di l;!Qr.~ r i tS~'Lal t;U1-.!:, 

14 as determined by the boar~..M..d_I]1.J.l..1i.t----'llililt __ su<,;lL_pther minimal 
qualifj.cations _as the board I]1~ . .Q..stab.Lish-,-

16 
§6020-B. Scope of practic~ 

18 
S pee c h -- 1 a ngJJ. a-9SL.-----1l.9.Lh.o 1 og i sJ;,1L ____ Ld en t i f Y ,_ ass Ei.s.§. ___ su:t~r 0 v i d£l 

20 .t1:.!3atment _Io;c--.J.ndi viduill_9J __ i2J,.1 __ ggg_s ___ ----.Wi.th communication an.d 
s wall ow i ng dj,-§..9 l' de r: s . A uQ. -1,.91 og_LsJ;,_i?.._.i.Q.~1:t t i t¥-,,--i;i§ S ~ s S _Q-nd ___ QI ° v i_de. 

22 h£'!Q.Lli t a..t, i on __ ~Il!LJ e hgb i lit a ti,g.n __ .f..Ql:_iJl~li v i qltQl_Q.. ___ Qt_~JJ, ___ Q..951J;L..J'liJ~h 
either per ipheL~or ___ c..e..Ittral . audi t_Q..£y_iDJ.P.Qir:mgJLt--,,-__ ......lIL....res-p-ect.l.YEi 

2 4 21: e a 1iL._§J2 e e ch =..J.Slng.u ag e --.P.itth 0 lQ~i§li_ an q_ a ltQ i oJ,_Q!J.i S tIi....JJlgy .. 

26 h_._ Human communication.J1_Mi;l9...e...._.and. supeXJl.i§_e. ___ PXQ_gX_Q.!"!l§ __ i;ind 
.s e r vic e.J?.._.r£ll9-~ e d_~ hum a.lL . ..G.9JIim lJ.lJi.Q.Qt i o.1l. . .£lJLcL,i tJLQ.i so Ulg1:l'U.. 

28 
_2_. ____ Speech-laruIU~----p ___ atJ'lo l.Qt;ly ______ ..J'.I r ____ ..9ugiolQ9Y.-"--___ C.Q.1!mL~J 

3 0 .t. am iIi e s-,-----i.I).d i v: i d u a l.§.. ____ a~~L ______ GQ.ritgi __ yJ~_r.§. ____ wi th ____ Le S l2-Q.c t _ _ __ .t..Q 
s pe 8_<;;.11-1 an51..uag.~--12Q. thQlQgy_...QX_Qudj. 01 Qgy..l----AD_Q 

32 
J_. _____ Co~:sul t.atio:q; ____ -K~.f~.xIal S..L._. ______ .l,!!:Q9:r am§--"---____ -Er.QyiQ._~ 

3 4 consyl ta_tiQ1l---,_ mak.e....J.efeI rals .. 1l-__ nd __ dey_elop ___ EXgventCl...t,J- ve "progXam§--'.. 

3 6 :rhe --f!_l="" ov is i on s_~_ thjc1L_~\i1 c t i 0 n ___ j?g . .rJ;'_9J-Il,--i...lJ-9._ tQ_the_ s c 02.~ ______ Q.i. 
PI ac t i ~J O-L-._ s pefl . .r,-h - Ji!ll.g.u a.~f.L.-_f>Q.t..llQ.l.Qg_.L~J;,;; ____ .Q.w;L ____ <;l udi 0.1 Qgi§b"i 

3 8 .ne i \;,..h e I;:_..J. i m hL...lliLr in f r i n.iliLJJJ2 0 ILl i C..Q.Jl S 1!£~Lq,NL..Q.t._<L th ~_L..£gglJ.l a t..~.Q 
PLofessj..Qns . in_thi~ Stat£l-,. 

40 

Sec. 18. 32 MRSA §§6021 and 6022, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 
42 705, §4, are amended to read: 

44 §6021. Application 

46 A person eligible for licensure under section §G6G 6020 __ -::-..6 
shall make application E~H--e~-am-iRat.,ieR to the board at.---d.--e-a-&-t--J-G 

48 aays--p-r-a.-e-r--t-{;f--1=ae-4a-t-e--{;f-E--8Ham,iaat.,iear upon a form and in such 
manner as the board Gaa±± may prescribe. Aay ~n application 

50 saa±± must be accompanied by tae a nOnL<;i . .t.llndabl£l fee prescribed 
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by section 6028T-WHi€H-~ee-££~~~-~~~~~~-F&~~~r-A-~eFs9B 
2 wR9-Eai±s-aB-e*amiBa~i9B-may-ma*e-a~~±ieaEi9B-E9F-Fee*amiBaEieB. 

4 A--reFseB--eeFEiEiee--BY--ERe--AmeFieaB--S~eeeR--aBa--HeaFiB~ 

AsseeiaEi9B--eF--~i&&n&&G-~nd&~-~~-~~W&-~--~£-0~£€~--6~a~e7--a 

6 EeFFiE9Fy-ef-~fl.€-·Un-i~-ed--S-t-a-t.-e-&--o-r-~~-D-i-s-t:+k;-t:-~~-Ge1affiaiar-wRi8R 

Ras--&s-~~i-~-~~~~-~e~ui~emeB~6--a~--B&a&t--~~J¥~~€£~--E9 

8 loR e s e - .. €-&t:...ab-.1-:i:-&h-ed- - -by- - see tie B - -6-0-2-0- - -a-6- - a - ---s-p€-€-C-h- - -p-&.fltl-J. ~ -6~- - e F 
auElie ±0~i SE r- W£-0- -ha&- -a?-?-~i-e4 - E9F -- €.g~mi£-a~-i-0£- --unde-r- -&&i-s- - se e EieB T 

10 maY-fieF!" 9Fm-£Fe€€fl.- p-a~£-&.l-0~y-.-and- -a-ud-i-o-l-ogy- -&e-r-'J-i-c-e-s- -1.n- -~:ai& -~ Eate 
r F i 9 F - -~ - -a- - -£1e-t-e-r-m-i-na-t~-f)il- - £11'- _. ERe - -ooaF-d - ~--h-at:- - -&u-e-h- - Fe~£€l£- -Ra s 

12 Stle ee ss t;tl±±y- ~-omp-l-e-t-ed- -e-}t-affiin-a~ie-n- - .:f-0-i.--l-i-c~F& - eF- --.i-&- -e ±i~ia±e 
E9F-waiveF-9E-tRe-eHamiBaEieB-iB-aeeeFeaBee-wiER-seeEieB-8Q6~T 

14 
§6022. Examination 

16 
Each applicant for licensure under this chapter sRaJJ--ae 

18 eHamiBea must provide documentation __ of successful completion of 
an examination approved by the board iB--wFi~~eB--&}t-amiBati9B. 

20 Standards for acceptable performance sRa±± mu~ be established by 
the board. Applicants for licensure sRa±± nl1J.st be examined at 

22 the time and place and under such supervision as the board may 
determine. EHamiBa~ieB&-~l~--Be-~1.~-~~--s-aeR-~~-e-&--wiERiB 

24 ERi s -- -S-t-a-t~ -a& - ERe·- -boa-r4 --may- - aeEeFmiRe- -at- -1eas-~ - ~-w-i-e€- -&aGh- -1'e aF 
aBa--~:ae--&&aF-d-~l-l--~-~l~~,--~~-~--m~BB€~--iE--eeBsiaeFs 

26 arrFerFiate T - -ntrt.i-e-€- -G-'f- -stleR - €-K~mi£~~-i-0££-~-±eas~ - -€.Q--4ay-& -rF ie F 
te--EReiF--aamiBisEFaEieBr--aBa--sRa±±--aprFepFiaEe±y--BetiEy--a±± 

28 iBaiviatla± -e.g-am-i£-a~-i€l£- -app-l-i~-a-n-t-tr- --o-:!; -~:ae - Eime- -anEl- -p-l-a-c-e- -G-~ -ERe i F 
aamiBisEFaEieBT The board may examine in whatever theoretical or 

30 applied fields of sreeeR ~ech-languagQ pathology and audiology 
it considers appropriate and may examine with regard to a 

32 person's professional skills and judgment in the utilization of 
sreeea speech-language pathology or audiology techniques and 

34 methods. The board shall maintain a permanent record of all 
examination scores. 

36 
Sec. 19. 32 MRSA §6025, as amended by PL 1987, c. 735, §66, 

38 is further amended to read: 

40 §6025. Temporary license 

42 An applicant, who fulfills all the requirements for 
licensure except professional employment or examination, may 

44 apply to the board for a temporary license. Upon receiving an 
application, accompanied by the fee established in section 6028, 

46 the board shall issue a temporary license, which entitles the 
applicant to practice sreeeR speech-language pathology or 

48 audiology under supervision while completing the requirements for 
licensure. We A temporary license may not be issued by the board 

50 under this section unless the applicant shows to the satisfaction 
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2 

4 

of the board that he the applicant is or 
trained by a person who holds a license 
Clinical Competency of the American 
Association in the appropriate specialty. 
shall-ae j.s effective for one year and may 

will be supervised and 
or the Certificate of 
Speech and Hearing 
The temporary license 

be renewed once by the 
6 board. 

8 Sec. 20. 32 MRSA §6026, first 4jf, as amended by PL 1983, c. 413, 
§205, is further amended to read: 

10 
The board shall investigate or cause to be investigated all 

12 complaints made to it and all cases of noncompliance with or 
violation of this chapter. The board may suspend or revoke a 

14 license pursuant to Title 5, section 10004. The board may refuse 
to issue or renew a license or the Administrative Court may 

16 revoke, suspend or refuse to renew a license of a speeeR. 
.§.Qeech-lan~ pathologist or audioJ.ogist for any of the 

18 fOllowing reasons: 

20 Sec. 21. 32 MRSA §6026, sub n §4, as amended by PL 1983, c. 413, 
§205, is further amended to read: 

22 
4. Conviction of a criminal offense. Subject to the 

24 limitations of Title 5, chapter 341, being convicted of a felony 
in any court of this State Q~ the United States if the acts for 

26 which she--trr----hB §.-ill?.S!..Sl..s;;h:-languag~9-thologj..l>t or: audiologist is 
convicted are found by the board to have a direct bearing on 

2 8 whether she--o-r---be thaLj2ftISon should be entrusted to serve the 
public in the capacity of a s!:"eeeh .Q-!!.~eQ..h-lar~ pathologist or 

30 audiologist; or 

32 Sec. 22. 32 MRSA §6027, first 4ff, as amended by PL 1983, c, 413, 
§206, is further amended to read: 

34 
];'ieenses A-_licenJiSl. issued under this chapter eHpiFB Sl.KQire:;; 

3 6 b i e nn i all y ana- be-€!-em€- -i-n-va-l-i-d- -a-t;. -·m ian i '3 h 10 .,- -- .J -CI-lfl-bt-CI-£ y-- -3-l-trt-- -0-f- - eve Pi 
elohBF--yeaF on th1L-Q.ate irl_dicgtJLCLml_ th~ liC'~ens.§., or at such elobeF 

38 I=imes time as the Commissioner of Professional and Financial 
Regulation may designate.,----i-f--no-t--FenB-wea. Every person licensed 

40 under this chapter shall, on or before the biennial expiration 
date, pay a fee for renewal of license to the board. The board 

42 shall notify every person licensed under this chapter of the date 
of expiration of bis that person's license and the amount of the 

44 fee required for its renewal for a 2-year period. The notice 
shall must be mailed to slieh the person's last known address at 

46 least 30 days in advance of the expiration of slieb .the license. 
Renewals are contingent upon evidence of participation in 

48 continuing professional education, such as attending professional 
meetings and regional inseF-viee in-s~ice programs, as 

50 determined by the board. A license may be renewed up to 90 days 
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after the date of its expiration upon payment of a late fee of 
2 $10 in addition to the renewal fee. Any person who submits an 

application for renewal more than 90 days after the license 
4 expiration date sBal-±-ee is subject to all requirements governing 

new applicants under this chapter, except that the board may in 
6 its discretion, giving due consideration to the protection of the 

public, waive examination if that renewal application is made 
8 within 2 years from the date of the expiration. 

10 Sec. 23. 32 MRSA §6030, as amended by PL 1983, c. 816, Pt. A, 
§37, is further amended to read: 

12 
S6030. Continuing professional education 

14 
The board shall require the applicant for license renewal to 

16 present evidence of Bis the applicant's satisfactory completion 
of continuing professional education in accordance with rules 

18 adopted by the board. 

20 
SUMMARY 

22 
This bill changes all references from "speech" to 

24 "speech-language" in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 32, 
chapter 77. It creat.es the definition for "speech-language 

26 pathology assistant," and the necessary qualifications that allow 
a person to practice as a speech-language pathologist and 

28 audiologist, which includes a 2--year associates degree. It 
requires that a person holding this credential work under the 

30 direct supervision of a licensee and register with the board. It 
terminates the "speech-language pathology aide" credential by 

32 2005. It clarifies the qualifications and scopes of practice for 
speech-language pathologists and audiologists. It also 

34 establishes the Board of Examiners on Speech-language Pathology 
and Audiology's authority to adopt rules to refine these scopes 

36 of practice within the parameters of statutory provisions. 
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