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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No. 1735 

H.P.1223 House of Representatives, April 2, 1997 

An. Act to Promote Higher Education. 

(AFTER DEADLINE) 

(EMERGENCY) 

Approved for introduction by a majority of the Legislative Council pursuant to Joint Rule 
205. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed: 

Presented by Representative MURPHY of Kennebunk. 
Cosponsored by Senator PENDLETON of Cumberland and 
Representatives: CAMERON of Rumford, DONNELLY of Presque Isle, FARNSWORTH of 
Portland, KERR of Old Orchard Beach, MITCHELL of Vassalboro, RICHARD of Madison, 
SHANNON of Lewiston, VIGUE of Winslow. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

Whereas, there is an immediate need to ensure that students 
6 demonstrating financial need have access to sufficient amounts of 

financial assistance; and 
8 

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts 
10 create an emergency wi thin the meaning of the Constitution of 

Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
12 necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety; now, therefore, 
14 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
16 

Sec.!. 20-A MRSA §11619 is enacted to read: 
18 

§116l9. Annual increase 
20 

Beginning in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000, the 
22 amount appropriated by the Legislature for purposes of this 

chapter must be increased by at least $1,000,000 annually until 
24 there is appropriated an amount sufficient to provide the maximum 

award to all students demonstrating financial need. 
26 

Sec. 2. Appropriation. The following funds are appropriated 
28 from the General Fund to carry out the purposes of this Act. 

30 1997·98 1998-99 

32 FINANCE AUTHORITY OF MAINE 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

Student Incentive 
Scholarship Program 

Provides funds for the 
student incentive scholarship 
program to provide financial 
aid to students demonstrating 
financial need. 

$6,000,000 $7,250,000 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 
44 preamble, this Act takes effect when approved. 

46 
SUMMARY 

48 
This bill provides for the appropriation of funds to the 
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2 

4 

Finance Au thor i ty of Maine to 
incentive scholarship program 
1998-99. 

provide funding for 
for fiscal years 

the student 
1997 -98 and 

The bill requires that, beginning with fiscal year 
6 1999-2000, the appropriation for the student incentive 

scholarship program be increased annually by $1,000,000 until the 
8 appropriation is sufficient to provide all students demonstrating 

financial need with the maximum grant of financial assistance. 
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