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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3331, sub-§2, ~~E and F, as enacted by PL 1993, 
4 c. 721, Pt. C, §l and affected by Pt. H, §l, are amended to read: 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

E. Study specific land and water resources management 
issues and problems of state-level significance in order to 
develop sound, coordinated policies; aBa 

F. Seek cooperation from federal agencies with 
responsibilities for land and water resources management to 
ensure that their programs and projects serve the best 
interests of the StateT; and 

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §3331, sub-§2, ~G is enacted to read: 

G. Administer the Lakes Heritage Trust Fund established in 
18 subsection 6. 

20 Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §3331, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

22 6. Lakes Heritage Trust Fund. The Lakes Heritage Trust 
Fund is established in the Executive Department for the purpose 

24 of protecting, preserving and enhancing the guality and value of 
the State's lakes and great ponds. By majority vote of all 

26 members, the council may accept monetary contributions to the 
fund froIll. any public _or private ~ource and may spend or disbur:se 

28 those funds in a manner consistent with law for the purposes 
stated in this subsection. The council shall include an 

30 accounting of all donations to and expenditures from the Lakes 
Heritage Trust Fund in its annual repQrt to the Legislature under 

32 subs~ction 4. 

34 Sec. 4. 12 MRSA §7791, sub-§l1-A, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
469, §l, is amended to read: 

36 
II-A. Personal watercraft. "Personal watercraft" means any 

38 motorized watercraft that is ±e66-~RaB-±3 14 feet or less in hull 
I ength as manuf act ured, is- -oa:pahl-€--0-~--€"K-€-e€.e-i-flfJ- -a--£reea--w- - JG 

40 mi ±e s - f>€"£- -OOu-F- -aBa- -fla-S- -t-he- -e apae i ~y - -t-e- --o-a-r-r-y--Be~ -- fIl€}£€- -t-han- - loRe 
epeFateF-~-~-e~Re~--peF&0-a-~~~--i-fl---eFeFa~ieB has as its 

42 primary source of propulsion an inboard motor powering a jet p~~ 
and is capable .of carryin9- one or more ~rsons in q. sitting, 

44 standing or kneeling position. '±Re--WFm ~ersonal watercraft" 
includes, but is not limited to, a jet ski, wet bike, surf jet, 

46 miniature speedboat and hovercraft. ~Personal watercraft~ also 
includes motorized watercraft whose operation is controlled by a 

48 water skier. 
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Sec. 5. 12 MRS A §7792, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1993, c. 349, 
2 §28, is further amended to read: 

4 4. Horsepower; use. operation and type of watercraft. Rules 
governing the horsepower of motors used to propel watercraft on 

6 all internal waters of this State and rules governing the use, 
operation and .types_ of watercraft that may be used o1L.Q..ll or any 

8 portion of a grea~nd. In promulgating these rules, the 
commissioner shall take into consideration the area of the 

10 internal waters, the use to which the internal waters are put, 
the depth of the water aBeL the amount of water-borne traffic 

12 upon the watersL- the implications of each proposed rule on 
wildlife and environmental values, including noise and 

14 traditiQnal ~ses of the regulated water body and ee~e~miBe 

whether or not the rule is necessary to iBsH~e ensu~ the safety 
16 of persons and property. The commissioner shall consult with the 

Maine .Land ~.~g_tion CQI!![J1issi® whel1_develo..p.Jng rules under 
18 thi§.... __ Ii.1,lbs...ection --.f!.tf~tin..9_. a great .--PQnd that is wholly_.Qr. 

IL<'li_tially wi thin the unorgani:z;ed terr i tor ies. The adoption of 
20 rules under this subsection is governed by the Maine 

Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, Part 18, except that such 
22 rules may be 9B±y adopted only as a result of a petition from the 

municipal officers of the municipality or municipalities in which 
24 the waters exist or from 25 citizens of the municipalities in 

which the waters exist, by county commissioners of the county in 
26 which the waters exist if they are located in unorganized 

territory or 25 citizens of the unorganized territory in which 
28 the waters exist, requesting the issuance of such a rule for a 

particular body of internal water and stating the proposed 
30 horsepower, use, ~~rati~n and~e of watercraft limitation; 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §7794, sub u §4, ~A, 
579, §§4 and 7, is repealed and the 
place: 

number:. 

as amended by PL 1985, 
following enacted in 

c. 
its 

(1) For the first watercraft registered by a person 
each year, ~; and 

..u) For each addi tionp.l watercraft registered in that 
person's name in that same year, $4; 

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §7794, sub-§4-A is enacted to read: 

4-A.. Motorless watercraft; olle-time registration fee. 
Beg i nn i ng in 19 9 ~.~p=e-",-r-,=s,-,o,-,n",---",s"",h"a"-,l"-,l=--""p",a'-.ly,--",,a--,,o,-,n,,-,e,,--=--,=t-=i-,-,m,-,e,--,c",--*-l~e",a~n=--wrL!=!a~t~e~r~±.fs:e.se 
of $10 for. each motor.less canoe, kayak, sailboard, sailboaL.Qx. 
rowboat owned -b.L that person. The fee is paid to the 
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mUJ1ici12ali ty in which the llilili-Q1L~_si_de$.~e mU.11ici12-Q.lLty shaU 
2 retain $1 of that fee and submit the remailling $9 to th~ 

Treasurer of Sta~~shalL-c.redit that amount to the_ Lakes 
4 Heri tage Trust Fund establisheo. __ in _Ti tIe 5-,---secti9.11~lil_~ __ -'Ih~ 

Land and Water Resources Council shall make allocatiQns from th~ 

6 fund to the lakes 12rogram within the Department of Environmental 
Protection in an amount sufficient to ensure that the lakes 

8 program is fully funded. 

10 Sec. 8. 12 MRSA §7799 n B is enacted to read: 

12 §7799-B. LicensiruL motorboat_rental and leasin~ent 

14 After January 1, 1998 a person may not lease or rent a 
motorboat to any person for recreqtional use on inland wa~~ 

16 the State unless that person is licensed by tl;te department as a, 
recreational motorboat rental and leasing agent. The annual fee 

18 for a cal~ndar year license under this section is $50. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

1. Revocation of licenses. The commissioner may 
recreational motorboat rental and leasing license 
commissioner determines that the licensee: 

A. Rented or leased a motorboat that was unsafe; 

revoke a 
if the 

B. Failed to instruct a person intending to rent or lease a 
motorboat on motorboat safety. The department shall _;QTQvide 
each licensee witl;t~~itten materials and instructional 
guidelines on motorboat safety that the licensee shall 
review with each motorboat renter or lessor b~fore ___ that 
12erson operates that motorboat; 

C. Has been convicted of operating an 
watercraft, snowmobile or ATV whil_~ under the 
intoxicating liquor or drugs; o~ 

automobile, 
ipfluence of 

D. Has been convicted of violating any fish and wildlife 
law~er chapters 701 to 721. 

2. Waiver of licensing fee. The commissioner may reduce __ or 
waive the licensinQ.. fee for an ~lic.ant :LL ___ .-iXL __ ~he 

commissioner' s opini,-,o~n"-,,---_~p,-,a,,,,yl'-'m",-e~n.-,,t~-,o,,-,=-f_-,t,,,,h,,,e,,------,,f,",,e<-,e"-- is a fipal1£.ial 
hardship to the ;;u2ili-cant. 

A person who violates this section is subject to a _c_ivil 
46 Qenalty not to exceed $100 payable to the Treasurer of Stat~. 

This penalty is recoverable in a civil actio~ 
48 

Sec. 9. 12 MRSA §7800, sub-§3, as repealed and replaced by PL 
50 1989, c. 918, Pt. D, §8, is amended to read: 
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2 3. Disbursement of revenues. All revenues collected under 
this subchapter, including fines, fees and other available money 

4 must be distributed as undedicated revenue to the General Fund 
and the Department of Marine Resources according to an allocation 

6 rate that directly relates to the administrative costs of the 
Division of Licensing and Registration and the historical revenue 

8 distribution pattern including any necessary year-end 
reconciliation and accounting distribution. The allocation rate 

10 must be jointly agreed to by the department and the Department of 
Marine Resources and approved by the Department of ~iHaHee 

12 AdminisbLative and Financial Services, Bureau of the Budget. 
Sevent.y percent of the funds distributed as undedicated revenue 

14 to the general Fund must be apP.£QP-riated to the Department of 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife as reimbursements fo~ 

16 .aClmj"Jli£trqtive costs associated with the watercraft registration 
J2.X.Q.g.£~_TIlS! remaining 30"'0 of the funds must.~-m?propriated to 

18 t~~kes restoration ps~ in the Department of Environmental 
PXQtection. 

20 
Sec. 10. 12 MRSA §7801, sub-§20, 1f1fJ and K, as enacted by PL 

22 1979, c. 420, §1, are amended to read: 

24 J. Operat.es a motorboat powered by an internal combustion 
engine on Nokomis Pond, situated in the Towns of Newport and 

26 Palmyra, Penobscot County; e~ 

28 

30 

32 

K, Operates a motorboat in Merrymeeting Bay at a speed in 
excess of 10 miles per hour, except within the confines of 
the buoyed channelsT~~ 

Sec. 11. 12 MRSA §7801, sub-§20, 1fL is enacted to read: 

34 L. Operates a motorboat equipped with an internll,.l 
combustion ~!.1gin~_th~_ followin£L_water.Q_Q.!L_Nt...L Desert. 

36 Island in Hancock County: Upper Hadlock Pond; Lower Hadlock 
pond; Witch Hole Pond; Aunt Betty's Pond; Bubble PonQ; Round 

38 £.o..illlL __ and Lake Wood '. 

40 Sec. 12. 12 MRS A §7801, sub-§§33 to 38 are enacted to read: 

42 33. Operating -p-ersonal watercraft without safety sticker. 
The oJlner--.9J:: __ ~-1?_~_rsonal watercraft is guilty of operating a 

44 personal watercraft without a safety sticker if that person 
pperates or allows another person to operate that personal 

46 watercraft without a safety sticker issued under section 7807. A 
~son who violates this subsection is subject to a civil penalty 

48 not to exceed $100 payable to the Treasurer of State. This 
penalty is recoverable in a civil action. 

50 
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34. Leasing or renting motorboat without license. A person 
2 in the business of renting or leasi~motorboats for recreational 

use is guilty of renting or leasing a motorboat without a license 
4 if th9.t person rents or leases a motorboat afteJ;" January 1, 1998 

to any person for recreational use on inland waters of the State 
6 wi thout a recreational motQ.rboat rental and leasing __ QgS!_!l~ 

license issued by the department under section 7799-B. A person 
8 who violates this subsection is sub:i&ct_-.tQ~vil_penalty nQ..t_ .. to 

exceed $100 payable to the Treasurer.~f. State. This _Pilltal:ty---..-i_~ 

10 recoverable in a civil action. 

12 35. Wake jumping. The operator ofa personal watercraft is 
.<;.Utilty of wake jumping if that person crosses th.~_wa!ce of a, 

14 watercraft at a speed sufficient to propel tl1e personal 
watercraft above the surface of the water. A p~on who violates 

16 this subsection is subject to a civil penalty not to exceed $100 
payable to the Treasurer of State. This penalty is recoverable 

18 in a civil action. 

20 36. Operating motorboat without proper safety instruction. 
A person is guilty of operating a motorboat without the .proper 

22 saf~ instruction if that person is 16 years of ..Qge or youn~ 
an_<i~perates a motorboat having a 10 horse.ll9-wer or larger motor 

24 without carrying, on his or her petson or in .gom_~easil-y 

gccessible place in the motorboat, a watercraft safety program 
26 certificate of competency issued to that person under section 

7807. A -p-erSQn who violates this subse.ction is subject to a 
28 civil penalty not to exceed $100 payable to the Treasurer ot: 

State. This penalty is recovera~le in a civil action. 
30 

37. Operating airmobile o~ motorboat that exceeds noise 
32 limit.s. A peJ;J?on _.~is guilty of operating a watercraft __ thgt 

excee_<is the~9ise limit if that person operates an. airmobile or 
34 motorboat powered by an engine Gonstructed: 

36 A. On or after January 1., __ ;1998 that emits more t.ha..lL.L1l 
decibels of sound pressure at a distance of 50 feet as 

38 measured on the "A" scale by the Society of Automotive 
Engineers standards J-192; or 

40 
B. Before January 1, 1998 that emits more than 82 deGibel~ 

42 of sound pressure at a distance~.f 50 feet as Il)easuredQll 
the "A" scale by the Society of Automotive Engineers 

44 standards J-192. 

46 38. Tampering with a ~uffler system. A person is guil~ 
tampering with a motorboat muffler system if that person modifies 

48 a motorboat muffler system in any way that results in an increase 
in the decibels of sound emitted by that motorboat. A person who 

50 violates this subsection is subject to a civil penalty not to 
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exceed $100 payable to the Treasurer of State and recoverable in 
2 a civil ~ction. 

4 Sec.B. 12 MRSA §§7806 and 7807 are enacted to read: 

6 §1806. Prohibitions on using personal watercraft on certain 
waters 

8 
~ Pr@ibitions. ExcjmL~NQvided by .rules adopted by 

10 the commissioner pursuant to section 7792, subsection 4: 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

A. A J2.tl-son m~ not operate a personal watercraft on a 
great pond that is located wholh_ wi th~i .... n'--"'"t .... h",e,- unorganized 
territo£y-Qf the Statej and 

~. A person m.Qy not .operate a personal watercraft after 
June L 1999 on~reat pond less than 200 acres in surface 
area that is located wholly or partiall~within the 
organized area of the State unle~s that use is permitted by 
rules_~~~fore June ~199~ Notwithstand~...§ction 
7792, subsection 4, the commissioner ma-y not adQpt any rule 
after June L __ 1999 that allows or expands the use of a 
Q§rsonal watercraft on a great pond less than 200 acres in 
.suJ;:face area tbat i.s locate.!i_wholly or partially wi thin _tlt~ 
prganized areas of the State. 

.2. Exemptions. This section does not apply t~ 
28 ,J2Q.nd located, entireJ,x.-within the j.llri.sdiction of .. the Main~ndian 

Tribal-State_. __ Comm~.:'? .. ~.Lon2_._ .. The Maine Indian Tribal-State 
30 Commission shall make recommendations no later than January L 

.l2.98 to the joint .. standi~mm.Lt.tee~L. t.he Legislature having 
32 jurisdiction over natural resource matters on the use of personal 

watercraft on. those great ponds. .bfter receipt of the 
34 recommendations, the committeJL...l!lay report out legislation~ the 

Second Reglll.!i.L .. £essiQ1J. of the l18th Legislature pertain.iJ:lg to the 
36 JJJi.e of personal watercraft on any great -p-ond located entirely 

withil1 __ ~he jurisdict.ion of the Maine Indian Tribal-State 
38 ~ommis.sion.This subsection is rtl.eale<;l 90 d~ .. after _ the 

adjournment of the Secon.d Regular Session of the l18th 
40 1~islature. 

42 §18QL.~~~ty educat~on for personal watercraft and other 
motorboats 

44 
The commissioner shall establish a program to educate 

46 persons from 12 to 16 ~p.rs~L...Q.ge on the safe and responsible 
operation o~.rsonal watercraft and other motorboats. The 

48 program must include instruction in. watercraft safety laws and 
commonly accepted principles of boating safety. The commissioner 

50 may charge a fee to defray, in part or in whole, the cost of the 
safety education program. Ip developing the program, the 

52 commissioner may cooperate with any public or private association 
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2 

4 

6 

that promotes responsible and safe operation of watercraft. 
establishing the program, the commissioner shall: 

In 

1. Prescribe qualifications--"-._~P,,-,"-r .. escribe the qualifications 
of the instructors; 

2. Provide liabili~ insurance. If necessary in the 
8 opinion of the commissione~~rovide liability insurance for each 

instructor. The CQst _of -.t.hL$ insurance ma~.e recovered by the 
10 commissioner as part of the enrollment feeL 

12 3. Prescribe type and length of instruction. 
~~Q length of instruction Qnd the time 

Prescribe the 
and place __ Qi 

14 examinations; and 

16 4. Issue certificate _ . ..9L-coIDIl~te!lCY and~.afetY.. .. _.liticke.:[." 
Iss ue ace r t i f i c a te 0 f __ c ompe-.t.ellQY_an~_i;L_!?_9-f e tY-liJ c ke r _tQ_"pgJ'...Q.Q.ll s 

18 who successfully complete tht;L.J2Lo-s.ram. 

20 Sec. 14. 12 MRSA §7901, sub~§17 is enacted to read: 

2 2 .J,L~safg! __ operat.ion .Q.f wa:t~.xcraf~--.8~rsol1 that.. vio .. Lates 
section 7 801, subsection 8..L.....j.~11, 12 or 32, is SlJ.12i§i;_t to a 

24 fine of . .lliL...l..Sl§.§......t...hg.JLllOO that may not be susJ?ende..~ 

26 Sec.1S. 14 MRSA §lS9·C is enacted to read: 

28 §159-C. LiabilitY.. related to placem~nt_Qf nayigat.i.onal aids-.i1! 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

g.reat ponds 

1. Definitions. As used in 
context otherwise indJcates, the 
following meanings. 

this secti.",o...,n,.., __ u""nless __ the 
following terms have the 

A. "Gr:eat pond" has the __ .meQnin5L..giyen_~J t.l..e_._l1L_secLi.on 
480-B, subsection 5. 

~_ " L ak e p s §_o c i.J2, t.l,Q.l1~_me an ::L_....£ __ -1lQ!1J2.1" 0 f i ~r;:gan i ~a t i 0 11 
incorporated under state ~i;i,!!:~Qse _ corporate _-l?.urpose 
includes maintenance or impxovem~nt .QL_V[gter._gJ,L<;llity _ or 
Q..ublic safety on a great pond, .mana...qeme_l1t of water levels or. 
Q.t.h e r soc i a I ted u cat ion a 1-<-_...Q1..!l!ig r d.Ji.h i P. __ Q£_9Jt'lP c2..£Y._~.tf 0 r 1..9. 

to benefit users of or the natural environment of a ~.9-t 

pond. 

C. "Navigational aid markers" means navigational aid.s~b.at 

conform to rules governi~ the State's marking of waterwaJ0L~ 

2. Limited liability"_. A lake a.ssociation that has obtained 
50 ~ermi t f.rom the Department of Conservation to pI ace 
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navigational aid markers in great ponds is not liable for 
2 personal injury, property damage or death caused by placement or 

maintenance of those navigational aid _markers provided that the 
4 Jake association has placed or maintained the markers in 

conformance with th~_~rm~ and conditions of the permit. 
6 

8 

10 

J..." No remuner~tiQJ!.,,-_ 
9.£.Qnted in subsection 2 l a 
remuneration from tpe State 
aid markers in great-ponds. 

In order to qualifs __ for the immunity 
lake association may not receive any 
or otherwise for placing navigational 

12 4 •. Limitations. This l;1ection does not limit any liability 
that may otherwise exist for willful or malicious actions or, 

14 iailur?.JL~guarj;L~~aJ;'_n against a known dangerous condition 
related to the navigational aid markers. 

16 
5. No du~_created. Nothi.lliJ- in this section creates a duty 

18 ~L~re or ground for liabili~ 

20 6. Costs and fees. The court m~ward any direct legal 
costs, includin~ reasonable ,attorney's fees I to a lake 

22 association against which a tort or related action is brought 
when the lake association is found not to be liable pursuant to 

24 this section. 

26 Sec. 16. 22 MRSA §2648, first~, as amended by PL 1995, c. 502, 
Pt. E, §30, is further amended to read: 

28 
Any water utility or municipality is authorized to designate 

30 by buoys in water or markers on the ice in an area on a lake or 
pond from which water is taken, with a radius commencing at its 

32 point of intake. g ... ea Th€t radius may not exceed aGQ 1,000 feet 
and wi thin that area a person may not anchor or moor a boat or 

34 carryon ice fishing. Any such buoys placed in the water must be 
plainly marked as required by the Director of the Bureau of .Parks 

36 and Lands under Title 38, section 323. Any person violating this 
section must, on conviction, be penalized in accordance with 

38 Title 30-A, section 4452. 

40 Sec. 17. 36 MRSA §4641 mA, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1993, c. 398, §2, is amended to read: 

42 
§4641-A. Rate of tax; liability for tax 

44 
There is imposed on each deed by which any real property in 

46 this State is transferred a tax at the rate of $2.20 for each 
$500 or fractional part thereof of the value of the property 

48 transferred, the tax to be imposed 1/2 on the grantor and 1/2 on 
the grantee. That rate is ~.42 for each $500 or fractional part 

50 thereof of the value of property transferred that is _located 
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wholly within a greaLJ2Qrrg watg.rshed. Seventy perce.llL.-QJ·-th~ 

2 additional funds obtained (rom the transfer of --property 
identified by the Department of Environmental Protection as being 

4 located wi thin a great pond watershed mus t be credi ted to the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife and used Ay..-J::hat 

6 department and the Department of Marine Resources, pursuant to a 
mutually agreeable formula~9r.--b~9ting enforcement~ucation 

8 and training activities. The remaining 309-0 of those addi tio!}al 
funds must be credited to the Department of Environmental 

10 Protection and used for the J2reservation .. and enhancement, of water. 
guality in the lakes program. 

12 
Sec.l8. 38 MRSA §439-A, sub-§8 is enacted to read: 

14 
8. Water quality impact fee. Each mu.nicipality shall 

16 assess an annual $10 water guality impact fee on ea~h residential 
dwelling unit located on a .parcel whol~r partjally--withip the 

18 shoreland zone of a great -pond. _. The---IDunicipality shall Ji:eep.-.!li-.J, 
of each fee for t.he cQ§.t o1~lecting th.§ __ :e.:ee-lill~n----.9.QOi tional 

20 $3, which m1!§~be used by the municipali ty for: code enforcement 
officer trainin~ and education. Th~~.maining ~ must oe 

22 forwarded to the Treasurer of State who. shall credit .J;;hat amount 
to the Lakes Heri t~_:rL],l:;!.t...Fund eE;.tabJjshed _.~Ln Ti t.:Le 5, sectio!} 

24 3331.. 

26 
SUMMARY 

28 
This bill implements the recommendations of the Great Ponds 

30 Task Force. The Great Pond Task Force is established under the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 38, section l842-A. 

32 
This bill does the following. 

34 
1. It establishes the Lakes Heritage Trust Fund in the 

36 Executive Department to protect, preserve and enhance the quality 
and value of the State's great ponds. The fund is administered 

38 by the Land and Water Resources Council. The council is 
authorized to accept monetary contributions int.o the fund. The 

40 fund is also capitalized in part from 2 revenue sources proposed 
in the bill: a one-time registration fee for motorless watercraft 

42 and an annual $10 water quality impact fee assessed on 
residential dwellings on lots within the watershed of a great 

44 pond. 

46 2. It redefines "personal. watercraft" to include jet 
propelled watercraft 14 feet or less in length. 

48 
3. It directs the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 

50 Wildlife to adopt rules governing the use, operation and type of 
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watercraft that may be used on great ponds less than 200 acres in 
2 surface area and requires the commissioner to consider potential 

wildlife impacts, environmental values, including noise, and the 
4 tradi tional uses of a water body when adopting rules governing 

the horsepower, use, operation or type of watercraft allowed on a 
6 water body. 

8 4. It increases the registration fee for motorboats. The 
fee for the first motorboat registered by a person in a year is 

10 increased from $4 to $15. The fee for each additional motorboat 
registered in that person's name in that year remains at the 

12 current rate of $4. 

14 5. It creates a new one-time registration fee for motorless 
watercraft by requiring a person to pay $10 for each motorless 

16 canoe, kayak, sailboard, sailboat or rowboat. 

18 6. It creates a new recreational motorboat rental and 
leasing license. This license is required after January, 1998 

20 for any person to engage in the business of renting or leasing a 
motorboat for recreational use on the inland waters of the 

22 State. The annual fee for this license is $50. 

24 7. It prohibits a person from operating a motorboat on 
certain waters on Mt. Desert Island and from operating a 

26 motorboat within 1000 feet of the intake of a public drinking 
water supply. 

28 
8. It prohibits the operation of a personal watercraft 

30 without a safety sticker; leasing or renting a motorboat without 
a license; wake jumping by operators of personal watercraft; 

32 operating a motorboat without proper safety instruction; and 
operating an airmobile or other motorboat in excess of allowable 

34 noise limits. 

36 9. It prohibits the use of personal watercraft on great 
ponds located wholly within the unorganized territories except as 

38 provided in rules adopted by the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife. The bill also allows the commissioner a 2-year 

40 period to adopt rules governing the use and operation of personal 
watercraft on great ponds less than 200 acres in the organized 

42 areas. On and after June 1, 1999, the use of personal watercraft 
on those great ponds will be prohibited unless the commissioner 

44 has adopted rules prior to that date specifying the use and 
operation of personal watercraft on those waters. Great ponds 

46 within the jurisdiction of the Maine Tribal-State Commission are 
temporarily exempted from the prohibition until such time as the 

48 commissioner provides recommendations on the use of personal 
watercarft on great ponds to the Legislature. 

50 
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10. It requires the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and 
2 Wildlife to establish a motorboat safety education program for 

persons from 12 to 16 years of age. 
4 

11. It limits the liability of a lake association from 
6 personal injury, property damage or death caused by the placement 

or maintenance by the association of navigational aid markers 
8 located and maintained under the provisions of a permit and in 

accordance with the State's marking system of waterways. 
10 

12. It changes from $2.20 per $500 in value to $2.42 per 
12 $500 in value the transfer tax that applies to property located 

wi thin the watershed of a great pond. The additional revenue 
14 generated by this tax is targeted for watercraft enforcement, 

education and training and the protection and enhancement of 
16 water quality in Maine lakes. 

18 13. It assesses an annual $10 water quality impact fee on 
each residential dwelling unit located within the watershed of a 

20 great pond. Revenues from this assessment are targeted at 
education and training of code enforcement officers and for the 

22 Lakes Heritage Trust Fund. 

24 14. It increases from 200 to 1,000 feet the allowable 
radius of the protection zone around intakes of public drinking 

26 water supplies. 
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