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Insurance Information.
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA c. 13, sub-c. II-A is enacted to read:
SUBCBAPTER II-A

UNINSURED MOTORIST IDENTIFICATION
DATABASE PROGRAM

§1620. Uninsured motorist idemtification database program

The following provisions apply to the development and
maintenance of an uninsured motorist identification database
rogram by the retar f State.

1. Creation of program. The Secretary of State or a
designated agent shall create an uninsured motorist

identificativu data program to establish an uninsured motorist
identification computer database, referred to in this subchapter
as the "database,'” to verify compliance with a motor vehicle
owner's obligation under this chapter to maintain insurance,

20 Computer database. The Secretary of State or a

designated agent shall develop and maintain the database from the
information provided by insurers as required by section 1621,

3. Law enforcement access. The database must be developed
and maintained so that state and local law enforcement agencies

can efficiently access the database.

4, Duties. The Secretary of State or a designated agent
shalls

A. Update the database with the motor vehicle insurance
information provided by the insurers in accordance with
section 1621: and

B. Compare all current motor vehicle registrations against
the database.

§1621. Motor vehicle insurance reporting:; penalty

1. Duties of insurer and agents. Fach insurance company or
insurance agent who issues a policy to meet the requirements of
this chapter shall comply with the provisions of this section.

A, The insurer or agent shall issue a temporary insurance
card in a _standard form approved by the Superintendent of
Insurance. The card must be typewritten and must contain:
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(1) The signature of the issuing insurance agent:

(2) The insured's name_ and address:

(3) A description of the vehicle being insured,
including the make., model, color and vehicle
identification number:; and

{(4) The limits of the liability under the policy.

B. The insurance agent.  shall notify the insurance company

policy that was maintained to meet the reguirements of this
chapter. Within 48 hours of notification by the agent of

the cancellation, or, if there is no insurance agent, within
48 hours of cancellation of a policy that was maintained to
meet the requirements of this chapter., the insurance company

Secretary of State or the secretary's designee.

2. Record of cancellation. The record must include:

A, The name, date of birth and driver's license number of

each insured owner or operator and the address of the named

insured:
B. The make, year and vehicle identification number of each

insured vehicle; and

C. The policy number, effective date and expiration date of
each policgy.

3. Form. Each insurer shall provide this information in a
form the Secretary of State agrees to accept.

4. Penalty. _ The Superintendent of Insurance may assess a
fine against an insurer of up to $250 for each day the insurer
fails to comply with this section. If an insurer shows that the
failure to comply with this section was inadvertent, accidental
or the result of excusable neglect, the superintendent shall
excuse the fine.

§1622. Registration suspension

1. Failure to maintain insurance. If the comparison under
section 1620, subsection 4 shows that a motor vehicle is not
insured, the Secretary of State shall send written notice to the
former insured that the former insured has one week from the dav
the notice is _received to renew the policy or obtain from another
source the coverage required by this chapter and to send proof of
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the insurance to the Secretary of State. If proof of insurance
is not received from the former insured within 10 days of mailing
the written notice, the Secretary of State or the secretary's

designee shall suspend the registration of that motor vehicle.

2. Cancellation; reinstatement. On receipt of notification
of cancellation from an insurer as provided in section 1621,

subsection 1, paragraph B, the Secretary of State shall send
written notice to the former insured that the former insured has
one week from the day the notice is received to renew the policy
or obtain from another source the coverage reguired by this
chapter and to send proof of the insurance to the Secretary of
State. If proof of insurance is not received from the former
insured within 10 days of mailing the written notice, the

Secretary of State or the secretary's designee shall suspend the

If the former insured shows proof of liability insurance or
financial responsibility, the = vehicle registration must be
reinstated.

§1624. Disclosure of insurance information; penalty

1. Disclosure of informatiom., Information in the database

provided by a person to the Secretary of State is considered to
be property of the person providing the information, The

information may not be disclosed from the database except as
follows:

A. For the purpose of investiqatinq, litigating or

this chapter, as the Secretary of State verifies insurance
through the state computer network for a state or 1local
government agency:

B. For the purpose of investigating, litigating or
enforcing the owner's obligation to maintain insurance under
this chapter, as the Segretary of Staté issues, upon
request, a certificate to any state or 1local government
agency documenting the insurance status, according to the
database, of a specific individual or motor vehicle for the
time period designated by the state or local government

agency: and
C. Upon request, as the Secretary of State discloses

whether or not a person is an insured individual to:

(1) That individual;
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2 The parent or legal guardian of that individual if
the individual is an unemancipated minor;

(3) The legal guardian of that individual if the
individual is legally incapacitated;

(4) A person who has power of attorney from the
insured individual;

(5) A person who submits a notarized release from the
insured individual dated no more than 90 days before
the date the request is made; or

(6) A person suffering loss or injury in a motor
vehicle accident in which the insured individual is

involved, but only as part of an accident report as
authorized in section 2251,

2. Penalty. Any person who knowingly releases or disclosges
information from the database for a_ purpose other than those

authorized in this section or to a person who is mot entitled to
the information is guilty of a Class E crime.

3. Liability of insurer. An insurer is not liable to any
person for complying with section 1621 by providing information
to the Secretary of State.

4. Liability of State. The State is not 1liable to any
person for gathering, managing or using the information in the
database as provided in this subchapter,

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Secretary of State to create the
uninsured motorist identification database program to allow state
and local law enforcement agencies to verify compliance with a
motor vehicle owner's obligation to maintain liability
insurance. It is based on recently enacted Utah legislation.

The bill requires each insurer that issues motor vehicle
liability insurance to provide monthly reports to the Secretary
of State identifying each motor vehicle policy in effect as of
the previous month. The bill requires the 1issuance of
standardized temporary insurance cards and requires an insurance
company or insurance agent to notify the Secretary of State after
cancellation of a ©policy maintained to meet the financial
responsibility and insurance requirements of the Maine Revised
Statutes, Title 29-A, chapter 13. The insurer may be fined for
failure to comply with these duties.
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The Secretary of State is required to notify, in writing, a
former insured that the person ‘has one week to obtain motor
vehicle liability insurance and to provide proof of such to the
Secretary of State. If a former insured fails to comply, the
Secretary of State is required to suspend the registration of a
motor vehicle for which insurance has been cancelled.

The information provided to the Secretary of State under the
uninsured motorist identification database program 1is considered
to be the property of the person providing the information and
may only be disclosed in certain circumstances. An insurer is
not liable to any person for providing the required information
nor is the State 1liable for gathering, managing or using the
information in the program.
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