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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §3360, sub m §3, <JID, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
4 806, §3, is amended to read: 

6 D. Robbery as described in Title 17-A, chapter 27; OF 

8 Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §3360, subB §3, <JIE, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
55, Pt. A, §8 and affected by §153 and Pt. C, §15, is further 

10 amended to read: 

12 E. Operating under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
drugs or with an excessive blood-alcohol level, as described 

14 in Title 29-A, section 24llT~ 

15 Sec. 3. 5 MRS A §3360, sub~§3, <JIF is enacted to read: 

18 F. An act of terrorism, as defined in United States Code L 

Title. 18, Section 233l~mmitted outside of the United 
20 States against a resident of this State. 

22 Sec. 4. 51\1RSA §3360, sub-§5 is enact.ed to read: 

24 5. Family or household membe:!;'. "Family or. household 
member" means L..... __ the--l2..Qrent, st~rent<--liiblin~ grandNLen..t.L_ 

26 spous~~ild or st!ll!child of a victim; or a person who at the 
time or discovery of the crime was living_in the househ~of the 

28 v~tim ~who_ previously had lived in the househo~f the victim 
for a_period .of not leSJi. than 2 years._ 

30 
Sec. 5. 5 MRSA §3360-B, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 805, §3, is 

32 amended to read: 

34 §3360-B. Award of compensation; eligibility 

35 

38 

40 

42 

44 

45 

48 

1. Eligibility of victims. The board may award 
compensation to any individual who: 

A. Suffers bodily injury as a direct result of a crime 
specified in section 3360, committed within the jurisdiction 
of the State; 

B. Has been sexually assaulted 
violation of Title l7-A, chapter 
whether bodily injury occurred; OF 

within this 
11 without 

State in 
regard to 

C. Would otherwise be eligible for compensation, even 
though: 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

(1) The criminal conduct occurred in this State but 
within the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States; 

(2) The bodily injury resulted from conduct that 
violates a criminal law of the United States; or 

(3) The crime occurred in another state, but only if 
the person is a resident of this State and the other 
state does not have a victim compensation program fo~ 
which residents of this State are eligible, and the 
person would have been eligible under this chapter if 
the conduct had occurred in this StateTl~ 

D. Is a residen~of this State and suffers bodily injur~ 
a direct result of a crime specified in section 1360. 
subsection ~aragraph F committ.ru:L outside of .the United 
.s..tl),tes. 

~_ Eligibilit.L--of financial dependent.li .. __ 1'he boar.Jl_ may 
20 Q!,[ard ggmpensation for the benefit of a surviying._1:.amily._~r. 

ho.useho;td member for Jost wa~_of !;LJl§..rson .who dies .as_JL..J~LLI;:ect~ 
22 .result of a crime if the . f8JllilY-Q.L_h.~fi.eho1L.1n~mber _.J'[QA 

tinanciallL_d~ll~Jldent on the deceased -PS1..rSOn or tlUL.9_~G~ase..Q 

2 4 E-e..L~Qn hil.I;Ls..on tr ibu te d sub s t<;J,U- t i all...Y-fill.!::L~ a:r.IY..-.tQ... t.ltl~ __ .A.1ill.P9.J::.t 
Q.t. th~JJrv iyi ng:.._f ami ly~.!: .. _llQ..uS ehQ 1 d_membe r ..... 

26 

28 f~.i.llLmemb~K§'.!L._ Th.JL..boar~L mqy award c;;Q!TIpensation_ . ..tor_t..tU:Lbeneti.t 
QJ;~._5Jl.LV i v i ®_:(QID.il.'Y-o r hO.JJ.Jieho 1 d m§'JDbe rQ.L_a 11e r SQP who ..QiJUL~Hi 

30 J3. dire.ct result .of. a crime, a famili ___ Q~houfi.§hQl(L.memper_~]:lQ 
!lfi tnes_§..ft9-1i~..r_ime_ .. or . .1'i._:L9-milY-9_I;:_l:;101J.se.hold member of a _s..ft.¥:u;'il. 

32 assault \Tictim who. is ._lL..minor_ for JJ;nreimbuLsed men:\:al __ health 
treatment expenses directly rel~ed to the crime~ 

34 
Sec. 6. 5 MRSA §3360~C, sub~§2, 'JIA, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 

36 806, §3, is amended to read: 

38 

40 

42 

44 

A. To any claimant who does not fully cooperate with th.e. 
board or with. the reasonable requests of law enforcement 
officersT o~ prosecution authorities aBa-~Re-beaFa; or 

Sec. 7. 5 MRS A §3360~D, sub~§3, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 806, 
§3, is amended to read: 

3. Forms. The board may provide forms by Hl.l€! for the 
46 submission of claims and claims information. 

48 Sec. 8. 5 MRSA §3360-D, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 
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4. Confidentiality. All records and inf9rmation obtained 
2 ~_~in t~ssession of the Department __ Q.L~e....Jli.torney General_ 

con~rniJ1!;L an appl ication for or an _ award oLc..omp_ensa.t_iQ.;rL under 
4 this chapter are confidential and mgy not b~i~sed. However~ 

the Attorney General may provide ac~_to tho~~ord~ll.J;1 
6 information to the board for use in the board's official duties L 

those records and information remain confidential in the 
8 P.Qssession of the board. The records or information maY--L_~ the 

sole discretion of the Attorney General or designee of the 
10 Attorney General, be disclosed to; 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

A. Law enforcement officers to assist them wit~ th~ 

discharge of their official duties; 

~_. ___ The~rts and the Department of Corrections ~provid~ 
them with information to assess, collect and disburse 
x.e..s..ti.t..v t i 0 n...l. 

h __ A claimant who has requested a hearing before the board 
or who has appealed a final decision of the board; and 

24 Sec. 9. 5 MRS A §3360m E, as amended by PL 1995, c. 665, Pt. 
JJ, §l and affected by §2, is further amended to read: 

26 
§3360-E. Payment of awards; limits 

28 
The board may award compensation to a claimant of up to 

30 $91'990 $7,500 for actual and unreimbursed losses and eligible 
expenses of any person who is sexually assaulted or who suffers 

32 bodily injury or death as the result of a crime specified in 
section 3360, subsection 3. 

34 
An award of compensation for the benefit of a famiJ---Y-Q.£ 

36 hou!ilLhold.member is derivative of the claim of the 'l.iJ;;t~._ Th€t 
total compensat.iQ1l-Paid for all claim:;; arisixm_;from-----.the gi!)l8 

38 Qg9inst tpe victim may not exceed ~~~~ 

40 Within the limits specified in this section. ~be spSQser 
ebilElr pa~en~ e~ es~a~e 9~ a pe~S9n wbe when~~~rson dies as the 

42 direct result of a specified crime may seeH eempensa~ieIl. ~8~ 

QII.~eimbQ~seEl.L __ any_--.lndivid@.l--.J'!ho _----E.Qys or who is legally 
44 .respon.sible_for medical, medically related all.ElL funeral or burial. 

expenses ffiQY.....1ieek compenf;>ation for those unreimbursed expense§. 
46 incurred by ~be speuser ebilGr pa~eB~ 9~ es~a~ev QBly a speQse1' 

miIl.a~ ebilEl r ElepeBElen~ pa~eIl.~ e~ ElepeBEleB~ aElQl~ ebild may be 
48 awa~EleEl eempeIl.6a~ieB ~e~ le6~ wa~es 9~ a Eleeeased pe~seIl. .the 

individual. A provider of medical or funeral services may not 
50 seek reimbursement directlY~ 

Page 3-LR0618(1) 



2 ~Re Beata GRall aisBuFse ~unas awa~aea aiFeetly ts tRe 
elaimantv The hQard,. in its sole discretion, may disburse funds 

4 awarded directly- to the claimant or to the individuals or 
entiti~ __ whQ provided the services for which compensation was 

6 awarded. In the case of more than one sUl:'vivsl:' st; a aeeeasea 
peFssn family Qr household member, the board may apportion the 

8 total compensation as the board determines. 

10 Sec. 10. 5 MRSA §3360-F, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
806, §3, is amended to read: 

12 
2. Information. In addition to the material and 

14 information required by law and by the board, the claimant may 
provide the board with any other information pertinent to the 

16 nature or the amount of the claim. The board shall receive and 
consider information provided by law enforcement agencies and 

18 prosecution authoritiesT ±aenti~iea peFpetl:'ateFs may alBs SUBmit 
int;sl:'matien and, at its sole discretion, may receive and consider 

20 relevant in.formation from any other source. 

22 Sec. U. 5 MRSA §§3360-G and 3360m H, as enacted by PL 1991, 
c. 806, §3, are amended to read: 

24 
§3360-G. Appeal 

26 
On~a cl~~~a~t unde~ this chgpter may appeal a decision of 

28 the board. An appeal of the board I s final decisions must be to 
the Superior Court as provided for other administrative actions 

30 under chapter 375, subchapter VII. Board decisions and the 
amount of awards must be upheld unless the court finds no 

32 rational basis for the decision or that the board abused its 
discretion. 

34 
§3360-H. Victims' Compensation Fund 

36 
There is created a special fund, known as the "Victims I 

38 Compensation Fund," for the purpose of providing for the payment 
of claims arising under this chapter and for the payment of all 

40 necessary and proper expenses incurred by the board. The 
Attorney General shall administer the fund. 

42 
All administrative costs of the board must be paid out of 

44 money collected pursuant to section 3360-1 and deposited in the 
Victims' Compensation Fund. The fund_~eceive privat§ 

46 donation~ __ federa;l funds and state funds designated by law that 
Jlli!Y.-be used for the ~ment of claims and for administrative 

48 costs.. ... 
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Sec. 12. 5 MRSA §3360wJ, sub-§ 1, as €lnac ted by PL 1991, c. 
2 806, §3, is amended to read: 

4 1. Administrative expenses. Administrative expenses of the 
board may be paid from the Victims' Compensation Fund. A~te~ the 

6 ~i~st yea~T the Atte~ney Gene~al may yse ne me~e than +T9% e~ the 
Vietims~ Gempensatien ~yna te ae~~ay the aaministrative eHpenses 

8 e~-the-bea~aT 

10 
SUMMARY 

12 
This bill expands coverage of the Victims' Compensation 

14 Fund to provide benefits to certain family and household members 
of victims who suffer financial and emotional loss as a result of 

16 crimes committed against the victims. 

18 Terrorism is included in those crimes that are covered by 
the Victims' Compensation Board. The additional coverage for 

20 terrorism is required for program eligibility for federal 
matching funds. 

22 

24 

26 

The bill adds a 
disclosure of fund 
investigative records, 
mental health forms. 

confidentiality provision 
records, including law 

medical records. earnings 

to limit 
enforcement 

records and 

28 The maximum award on a claim is increased from $5,000 to 
$7,500. All awards of compensation for family or household 

30 members are included in the new maximum amount. 

32 The bill allows direct application by any individual. other 
than a provider of services, for reimbursement of medical and 

34 funeral payments made or obligations assumed for a deceased crime 
victim. This eliminates the need to probate the estate solely to 

36 process a claim. 

38 

40 

The bill leaves to the discretion of 
make payments directly to a claimant or 
services for ,.,hich reimbursement is sought, 

the board whether to 
to the provider of 

42 The bill clarifi.es that the fund may receive federal funds, 
private donations and payments from state funds other than from 

44 the General Fund, 

46 To eliminate inconsistencies between substantive and 
budgetary bil1s, the bill deletes the specification of a 7,5% 

48 administrative expenses limit. 
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