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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §12004-I, sub-§I-A is enacted to read: 

I-A. 
Automobile 
Inspections 

Board of 
Maine Mo,tor 
Vehicle 
Inspectors 

Expenses 
Only 

29-A MRSA 
§1771 

Sec. 2. 29·A MRSA §1750 is enacted to read: 

12 §I150. Definitions 

14 As used in this subchapter, unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

16 
1. ASK. "ASE" means the Institute of Automotive Service 

18 Excellence. 

20 2. Board. "Board" means the Board of Maine Motor Vehicle 
Inspectors. 

22 
3. Certified mechanic. "Certified mechanic" means a person 

24 who has successfully met the requirements of section 1761. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

~4~. __ ~F~a~i~I~u~r~e~~s~t~i~c~k~e.,r~'L-___ "~F~a~i~1~u~r~e~~sLt~l~'~c~k~e~r_" __ ~m~e~a~n~s~~a __ ~s~ticker 
isQued to a motor vehicle that does not meet ---,t""h~e,,--~l~' n...,s"-op""e"--c",-,=-t""-i",,-o,,,,,n 
ll9-ndards established in section 1756. 

5. Inspection sticker. "Inspection sticker" 
sticker issued to a motor vehicle that meets the 
standards established in section 1756. 

means a 
inspection 

34 6. Seminar. "Seminar" means a one-day class, the 
curriculum of which is approved by the board and the Chief of the 

36 State Police, for the purpose of training new and existing 
inspection mechanics. 

38 
1. Sticker. "Sticker" means either an inspection sticker 

40 or a failure sticker. 

42 Sec. 3. 29·A MRSA §1751, sub-§2, ~lIL and M, as enacted by PL 

1983, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pte B, §5, are amended to 
44 read: 

46 L. Tires; and 

48 M. Windshield wipersT~ 



Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §1751, sub-§2, ~~N and 0, as enacted by PL 
2 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are repealed. 
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6 
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10 

Sec. 5. 29-A MRS A §1751, sub-§3, as 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, 
following enacted in its place: 

3. Inspection fee. An ins:gection 
.ins:gection fee for each ins:gection not 
ins:gection station's :gosted hourl;i 

enacted by PL 1993, c. 
§5, is repealed and the 

stq,tion ma;i charge an 
to exceed 112 of the 

labor rate for each 
ins12ection. The fee must be 12aid whether or not the vehicle 

12 ~sses ins:gection. 

14 Sec. 6. 29-A MRSA §1756, sub-§2, as enac ted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is repealed. 

16 
Sec. 7. 29n A MRSA §§1757 and 1758, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

18 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to read: 

20 §1757. Standard for rejection for nonfunctioning equipment; 
issue of defect report 

22 
A motor vehicle must be rejected for violation of the 

24 inspection standard for equipment if any equipment described in 
section 1751, subsection 2 does not function sufficiently for the 

26 safety of the general public or is loose and not securely 
attached to the vehicle. The owner of the motor vehicle must be 

28 given a Q§.iect re120rt that contains the following:. 

30 1~ Name. The customer's name; 

32 2. License and vehicle identification number. The license 
an<;l.~hicl~_ identification number of the vehic;~iailiIlll 

34 .ins:gecti.Qll1.. 

36 3. Items. All items that fail ins:gection; 

38 4. Repair procedures. Pro:gosed re:gair 12rocedures 
correct the defeQhL and 

40 
5. Estimate. An estima~ at the discretion of the 

42 station, of the cost to correct the defect. 

44 §1758. Issuance of sticker; placement on vehicle 

46 1. Windshield placement. If a motor vehicle meets the 
inspection standard, an official inspection sticker must be 

48 placed in the lower left-hand corner of the windshield or in the 
center of the windshield in back of the rearview mirror. ~the 
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motor vehicle does not meet the inspectio~J;;~ndard-,_~ fail.1Jre 
2 sticker containing the date of issue, the date of ex~iration, the 

certified mechanic's signature and the inspection station's 
4 identification number must be placed in the lower left-hand 

corner of the windshield or in the center of the windshield in 
6 back of the rearview mirror. 

8 2. Without windshield. If the vehicle is not normally 
equipped with a windshield,. the certificate of inspection QL 

10 failure sticker must be kept with the registration certificate of 
the vehicle. 

12 
Sec. 8. 29-A MRS A §1759, sub-§4 is enacted to read: 

14 
4. Failure sticker. The owner of a motor vehicle issued a 

16 failure sticker pursuant to section 1758 has one month from the 
date of issue of the sticker in which to have the vehicle 

18 reinm?ecte~ 

20 Sec. 9. 29·A MRSA §1761, sub-§2, ~~A and B, as enacted by PL 
1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt,B, §5, are amended to 

22 read: 

24 A. Pass a written or oral examination that is designed to 
test knowledge of motor vehicle inspection and the method of 

26 inspecting and testing motor vehicle equipment; aBa 

28 

30 

.32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

B. Be a person of honesty, integrity and reliabilitYT1_and 

Sec. 10. 29·A MRS A §1761, sub-§2, ~C is enacted to read: 

C. Be ASE certified in the following areas: 

(1) Suspension and front_end; 

(2) Brakes; and 

(3) Electrical systems. 

Certified inspection mechanics who do not have equivalent 
certification from an automobile manufacturer as of the 
effective date of this paragraph shall obtain ASE 
certification no later than November 1, 1998. 

Sec. 11. 29-A MRSA §1761, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
46 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §S, is repealed. 

48 Sec. 12. 29-A MRSA §1761, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §S, is repealed and the 

SO following enacted in its place: 
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5. Renewal. An examination is not reguired if application 
for a renewal is made within one year of expiration of 
certification. A certified inspection mechanic may renew 
certification by: 

A. Passing a written or an oral examination that is designed 
to test knowledge of motor vehicle inspection and the method 
of inspecting and testing motor vehicle eguipment; 

B. Providing proof of current ASE certification; 

C. Successfully completing an inspection seminar I the 
~t~o~p~i~c~s~_~a~n~d~~a~dm~i~n~i~s~t~r~a~t=l~'o~n~~o=f __ ~w~h~i~c~h~~a~r~e __ ~d~e~t~e~r~m~i~n~e~d~~b~y~~the 
Chief of the State Police; and 

D. Paying a fee of $10. 

Sec. 13. 29-A MRSA §1762, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
20 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

22 1. Licensing of official inspection stations. The Chief of 
the State Police may license garages as fla!'~-t:ime--o-r--EH±±-t;:ime 

24 official inspection stations. 

26 Sec. 14. 29-A MRSA §1762, sub-§2, ,-r1[C, D and F, as enacted by 
PL 1993, c. 683, Pt.A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended 

28 to read: 

30 C. The station must be equipped with a screen or chart and 
other equipment approved by the Chief of the State Police to 

32 test lights and other motor vehicle equipment subject to 
inspection. The station must possess sufficient tools and 

34 ~guipment necessary to repair the inspection defects. 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 read: 

D. The station must employ a certified inspection mechanic 
and other gualified personnel, evidenced by certification, 
from the ASE or its eguivalent, necessary to rep~L_ all 
inspection defects, except for body and collision work and 
glass replacement. 

F. A-..f-tl-l-l--time An inspection station must be open to the 
general public for 35 hours or more per week. A-f),3.-F-t--time 
iR6fleetieR-6~a~ieR-m~£-t-~~~~~~~~~-~~&~iG-f9F-at 

±ea6t-±e-aHt-±ess-thaR-~9-heH!,6-fle!'-weekT 

Sec. 15. 29-A MRSA §1762, sub-§2, 1[1[G and H are enacted to 
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4 

~ __ The_. sta_tion .-ffiust have J.~g:g.L and general . liabili t.y 
jnsurance in an amount sufficient to protect_ the public 
determined by the Chief of the ~tate Police and the board. 

H. The station must have and display a valid sales tax 
6 J'~istration certificat.e issued pursuant to Title 36--L 

section 1754-B. If the station is a corporation, it must 
8 have and display a federal tax identification number. 

10 Sec. 16. 29~A MRSA §1762, sub-§§8 and 9 are enacted to read: 

12 8. Inspgction of station documepts. After October 1, 1997, 
an inspection station licensed pursuant to this section shall 

14 make available for inspection by the Chief of the State Police 
tho1;i~.\loc.uments required under subsection_~aragraphs G and H. 

16 
~_,,--_JJ;~e for Jenewal._ The __ ;U;!~!.9L insp-~ctio1L..§..Lq.tion licepse 

18 renew~l is $5. 

20 Sec. 17. 29-A MRSA §1766, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 683, Pt. 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

A, §2 and affected by Pt. Bt §S, is amended to read: 

§1166. Inspection and failure stickers and inspection materials 

1. Stickers and materials 
Inspection pnd failure stickers 
inspection stations by the Chief of 
property of the State. 

remain property of State. 
and materials issued to 
the State Police remain the 

2. Stock of stickers. The Chief of the State PoliQ~ __ ~llQ.J,.l 
make available to inspection stations a sufficienL.sL\lantitL.M 

32 stickers. An inspection station Flmst shall stock a sufficient 
number of stickers to meet all demands. The stickers must be 

34 made of a material and quality of adhesive prescribed by the 
Chief of the State Police. Failure stickers must be red and 

36 contain a notice that repairs to the ,vehicle are necessa~nd 
that the owner of the vehicle ha~_ one month to effect these 

38 repairs. The sticker must contain space for the date of issue 
an~expirationL- the inspection mechanic's signature and the 

40 identification.number of the issuing inspection station. 

42 3. Fee. Stiel£e!'s Inspection stickers are furnished by the 
Chief of the State Police at $;1, li each. Failure stickers are 

44 furnished by the Chief of the State Police at 50¢ each. 

46 4. Statement of intent to hire a certified mechanic. I f a 
station is disqualified by the loss of a certified mechanic, the 

48 owner shall, wi thin 5 working days, return all stickers to the 
Chief of the State Police. 

50 
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The owner may file a statement of intent to hire a certified 
2 inspection mechanic wi thin 14 working days, in which case the 

Chief of the State Police shall hold the returned stickers for 
4 the licensee. 

6 If a statement of intent is not filed, returned stickers may be 
reissued. 

8 
5. Return or refund of unused inspection stickers. Within 

10 20 working days of the end of a calendar year or the suspension, 
revocation or termination of an inspection 1 icense, unused or 

12 expired inspection stickers must be returned to the Chief of the 
State Police and the purchase price refunded or exchanged for 

14 current year inspection stickers. ReERBgS-~~-~~~y-eB±y 

Be-mage-Ee~-ER±±-sseets-eE-RBRSeg-stie*e~sT 

16 
1f an inspection station has partially used sheets of inspection 

18 stickers, the ~ction station may use these inspection 
stickers on vehicles in the first January following tl}St 

20 expiration of ~e inspecti~ sticker, as long as the place 
indicating the month of December is hole-punched and entered; or 

22 the station may return the partial~ed sheet for a refund. 

24 6. Return of inspection material.s. Upon suspension, 
revocation or termination of an inspection license, the station 

26 owner or manager shall return all inspection materials to the 
Chief of the State Police, who shall issue a receipt for the 

28 returned materials. 

30 1. Defect reporting form~. The Chief of the State Police 
shall_ isstle to each inspection station 50 defect reporting 

32 forms. Additional forms may be pXjnted by each i~ection 

station at the expense of the inspection station~ 
34 

§1761. Disposition of fees 
36 

±se Except as provided ln this section, the revenues 
38 generated by this chapter must be credited to the General Highway 

Fund. All revenues generated ~._this chapter in excess of 
40 ~~~959 must be credited to the Maine State Police for use in 

conducting seminars and the enforcement and administration of 
42 this chapter. The Chief of the State Police shall give an annual 

accounting of the fees received and used to enforce and 
44 administer this chapter. 

46 Sec. 18. 29-A MRSA §1768, sub-§8 is enacted to read: 

48 8. Operation of vehicl.e after expiration of fail.ure 
sticker. An owner or operator of a vehicle that has failed 

50 inspection commits a traffic infraction if that person operates 
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that vehicle or permits that vehicle 
having the vehicle inspected within one 
failure sticker pursuant to section 1758. 

to be operated without 
month of the issue of a 

Sec. 19. 29-A MRSA §1771 is enacted to read: 

§1771. Board of Maine Motor Vehicle Inspectors 

The Board of Maine Motor Vehicle Inspectors is established 
10 to provide advice and direction in the administration of this 

subchapter, including, but not limited to, licensing 
12 requirements, inspection manual and defect report content, 

seminar cu.rriculum and the use of funds received pursuant to 
14 section 1767. The board consists of 7 members as follows: 

16 1. New car dealer. A representative of a statewide 
association of new car dealers; 

18 
2. Automotive service worker. A representative of a 

20 statewide association of automotive service workers; 

22 3. Service department. An at-large person who is a member 

24 

26 

28 

from a service department of a new car dealer in the State; 

~4~.~~I~n~d==e~p~e~n~d=e=n~t~~f~a=c=~~·1==i~t~y~.~.~A~n=-~a~t~-~l~a=r~g~e __ ~p~e~r~s~o=n~~w~h~o~ is a 
member of a service department of an independent automobile 
service facility; 

5. State Police. A representative of the Maine State 
30 Police; and 

32 6. Alternates. Two at-large alternates who are certified 
mechanics. The alternate members do not vote unless one of the 

34 regular members ,is unable to attend a meetin~ 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

The board shall choose a chair from among the 5 regular 
members. 

SUMMARY 

This bill amends the motor vehicle inspection laws in the 
following manner. 

1. It establishes the Board of Maine Motor Vehicle 
46 Inspectors Board to assist the Chief of the State Police in the 

administration of the vehicle inspection laws. 
48 

2. It repeals the requirement that the catalytic converter 
50 and filler neck restriction be inspected and meet inspection 

standards. 
52 
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3. It repeals the $6 inspection fee and instead allows a 
2 station to charge for 1/2 hour of its posted labor rate. 

4 4. It requires that for a vehicle that does not pass 
inspection, the owner be given a defect report and the vehicle 

6 have placed on it a failure sticker. The owner has one month to 
repair the defect that caused the vehicle to fail inspection. 

8 
5. It requires all inspection mechanics to obtain Institute 

10 of Automotive Service Excellence, ASE, certification and to 
attend an inspection seminar. New applicants and mechanics 

12 renewing their certification must have ASE certification. 
Currently certified inspection mechanics who do not have ASE 

14 certification must obtain certification by November 1, 1998. 

16 6. Inspection stations must obtain liability insurance, a 
sales tax registration certificate, and sufficient tools and 

18 personnel to repair all inspection defects except for body and 
collision work and glass replacement. An inspection station must 

20 be open at least 35 hours per week. 

22 

24 

7. It requires that 
program in excess of the 
Fund in fiscal year 1995, 
the Maine State Police 

26 vehicle inspection program. 

all fees generated from the inspection 
amount credited to the General Highway 
$1,476,959, be credited to and used by 
to administer and enforce the motor 
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