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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §2271, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 746, §2, is 
4 amended to read: 

6 §2271. Declaration of purpose 

8 In order to safeguard the public health, safety and welfare, 
to protect the public from incompetent and unauthorized persons; 

10 to assure the highest degree of professional conduct on the part 
of occupational therapists and certified occupational therapy 

12 assistants; and to assure the availability of occupational 
therapy services of high quality to persons in need of those 

14 services, it is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the 
regulation of persons offering occupational therapy services. 

16 
Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §2272, as corrected by RR 1993, c. 1, §87, is 

18 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

20 §2272. Definitions 

22 As used in this chapter, unless the context~th~rwisg 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

indicates, the following terms have the following mean~ng~ 

1. AC<J'TE. "ACOTE" means the 
Occupational Therapy Education, 
acc~diting agency for professional 
occupational therapy. 

Accreditation Council for 
a nationally- recQgnized 
programs in the field of 

2. AOTA. "AOTA" means the Am~rican OccupS\ti~naJ,_TheraQY 

Association. 

3. Board. "Board" means the Board of Occupa.tional Therapy 
34 Practice established under this chapter. 

36 .4. Certification examination. "Certification examination" 
means the certification examination for a registered occupational 

38 therapist or the certification examination for certified 
occupational therapy assistant, both of which are administered by 

40 NBCOT. 

42 5. Certified occupational therapy assistant. "Certified 
occupational th~ assistant" means. an individual who is 

44 certified in good standing with the National Board for 
Certification in Occupational Therapy and who is permitted to use 

46 the designation "COTA," which is a registered trademark 
signifying NBCOT certification. Certified occupational therapy 

48 assistants licensed to practice occupational therapy under this 
chapter in the State, under the supervision of an occupational 

50 ~herQ~_DTR/L, are permitted to use the designation COTA/L. 
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2 6. Commissioner. "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of 
Professional and Financial Regulation. 

4 
~~artment.. "Department" means the Department of 

6 Professional and Financial Regulation. 

8 8. Developing programs. "Developing programs" means 
programs that submitted a letter of intent to seek accreditation 

10 by ACOTE prior to December 1, 1994. 

12 9. Level II fieldwork. "Level II fieldwork" means the 
experience required to prepare occupational therapy and 

14 occupation therapy assistant students to carry out professional 
responsibilities under appropriate supervision and professional 

16 role model~ 

18 A minimum of 6 months, or 940 hours, of level II fieldwork is 
required for occupational therapy educational programs. 

20 
A minimum of 12 weeks, or 440 hours, of level II fieldwork is 

22 required for occupational therapy assistant educational programs . 

24 .!h_ NBCOI'. "NBCOT" means the National 
Certification in Occupational Therapy, formerly the 

26 American Occupational Thergpy Certification Board._ 

Board 
AOTCB, 

for 
or 

28 11. Occupational therapist. "Occupational therapist" means 
an individual who is certified in good standing with the National 

30 Board for Certification in Occupational Therapy and who is 
permitted to use the designation OTR, which is a registered 

32 trademark signifying NBCOT certification. Occupational 
therapists licensed to practice occupational therapy in the State 

34 under this cll.lW.ter are permitted to use the designation "OTR/L." 

3 6 1._2. Occupat.ional therapy. "Occupational therapy" means the 
assessment, planning and implementation of a program of 

38 purposeful activities to develop or maintain adaptive skills 
necessary to achieve the maximal physical and mental functioning 

40 of the individual in the individual's daily pursuits. The 
practice of "occupational therapy" includes t but is not limited 

42 tq, assessment and treatment of individuals whose abilities to 
cope_ with the tasks of Ii vinq are threatened or impaired by 

44 developmental deficits, the aging process, learning disabilities, 
poverty and cultural differences, physical injury or disease, 

46 psychological and social disabilities or anticipated dysfunction, 
using: 

48 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

A. Treatment technigues sJJ_ch as .. _t_Qsk-oriented activities to 
prevent or correct physical 
minimize the disabli~~fect 
of the individua~ 

or emotional def.l,..cits .. .-.Q£ ___ t& 
of thes~ficits in the life 

B. Assessment technigues such as assessment of cognitive. 
and sensory motor abilities, assessment of the development 
of self-care activities and capacity for ipdependenc~ 

assessment of the physical capacity for prevocational and 
work tasks, assessment of play and leisure performance and 
appraisal of living areas for the disabled; and 

C. Specific occupational therapy tech_nigues such as daily 
living skill aGtivities, the fabrication and application of 
£Qlinting devices, sensory motor activities, the use of 
specifically designed ~anual and creative activities L 

guidance in the selection and use of ad~tive egui-PJIl.ent.L. 
specific exercises to enhance function~erformance and 
treatment technigues for physical capabilities for work 
activities. 

22 The technigues may be applied in the treat~ent of individuals or 
groups. 

24 

13. Person. "Person" means any individua...L.. partnership-,-
26 unincorp.orated organization or corporation. 

28 14. Sup!;:rvision of COTA. "Supervision_~_ COTAtI .~pns 
initial directions and periodic inspection of the service 

30 delivery and provision of relevant in-service ___ training. __ ..'Ihe 
supervising licensed occupational therapist shall determine the 

32 freguency and nature of the supervision to be provided based on 
the clients' required level of care and the. COTA'~ caseloaQL 

34 expe.r ienc~_ and competency....!_ 

36 15. Supervision of temporary licensees. "supervision of 
temporary licensees" includes initial and. periodic inspection or 

38 wri tten. assessments, written treatment plans, patient notes and 
periOdic evaluation of performance. The reviews and ev~luations 

40 must be conducted in person by a licensed occupational therapiJL~. 

42 

44 

46 

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §2276, as amended by PL 1987, c. 597, §4, is 
further amended to read: 

§2216. License required 

~T--bieense--FeqQiFedT---N9--FeFS9B--maY--FFaeEieeT--9 F--R9±a 

48 Rimse±f-9~t-a£-a~~£~~£~-~~~~~~~~~~~~-~r*&~~~Yr-a&-aB 
8ee~FaEi8Ba±--Eh&~a~i&E-~~-~~~~~~-~~~~~--~Re£ap~£~--iB 

50 ER,i s - - -S-t-at-e- - ~~ - - tl£ e- - -t-he- - -WGl'-G& - -!.., -e££~p-a~-i-e-fla-l- - -t-he-r-ap-i-&t:-'!... - -8 F 
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~ee~tiEiea-~~~pa~~~~~-~~~-a&&i&~aa~~-er-~~-~~~~-~gT~T~ 

2 ~GTgT~TAT~-e~-~~-~~~~-±ette~6-~e-~~~~~~-~ae-~e~6en 

bl6in~-~-h€--wo-r~-e~-~-e-t~-e-F-6--is--a--l~~-e-fl-6-e-d-~.i:<ma-1-"';the~a~i6t 

4 e~--~-e-F~~~~~--~.i:<ma-1---tbeFapy--a££4£~aR~7--~~-~--i6 

±ieen6ea-in-aeee~aanee-with-thi6-eha~te~T 

6 
I-A. License required. A person may not practice, or 

8 profess to be authorized to practice occupational therapy, as an 
occupational therapist or certified occupational therapist in 

10 this Stat_e or use the words "occupational therapist," "Registered 
Occupational Therapist," "occupational therapy assistant" or 

12 "certified occupational therapy assistant" or the letters "O.T. " 
"O.T.A." "C.O.T.A." or other words or letters to indicate that 

14 the person using the words or letters is a licensed occupational 
_therapist or certified occupational therapy assistant, or which 

16 [nay misrepresent to the ~~lic that the person has received 
formalized training in the field of occupational therapy~unless 

18 ~hat ~on is licensed in accordance with this chapter. 

20 This subsection is not intended to prohibit occupational therapy 
students and o~pational therapy assistant students completing 

22 .fieldwork from using the letters "O.T.S." and "O.T.A.S." 
respectively. 

24 
2. Individual license. Only an individual may be licensed 

26 under this chapter. 

28 3. Penalty; injunction. A person who violates the 
provisions of this section e~--any--1-awg1*1---€H'-€l-e-£--{H'--HI.±e--o-f--the 

30 aea~a is guilty of a Class E crime. 

32 The State may bring an action in Superior Court to enjoin 
any person from violating this chapter, regardless of whether 

34 proceedings have been or may be instituted in the Administrative 
Court or whether criminal proceedings have been or may be 

36 instituted. 

38 

40 

42 

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §2277, as amended by PL 1991, c. 509, §§10 
and 11, is further amended to read: 

§2277. Persons and practices exempt 

Nothing in this chapter may be construed as preventing or 
44 restricting the practice, services or activities of: 

46 1. Licensed persons. Any person licensed in this State by 
any other law from engaging in the profession or occupation for 

48 which he the person is licensed; 
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2. Students or trainees. Any person pursuing a supervised 
2 course of study leading to a degree or certificate in 

occupational therapy at a deJl.eloping _or an accredited or approved 
4 educational program, if the person is designated by a title whish 

~hat clearly indicates that person's status as a student or 
6 traineef-fH. At the discretion of the ~rvising occupational 

therapist, the student or trainee may be assigned duties or 
8 functions commensurate with the student's or trainee's education 

and training. 
10 

Occupational therapy students and occupational therapy assistant 
12 students completing fieldwork may use the letters "0. T. S." and 

"O.T.A.S." respectively. 
14 

~v---SQpe~vised--~ieldwe~ke~6w----Any--pe~sen--EH±Ei±±in~--Ehe 

16 sHpe~yisea--~ie±aw&r*-~~r~-~~i~~~-~--£e€~±eR--66+9T 

6HBseeEien--4T-~iE--Ehe--eHpe~ienee--eensEiEHEes--a--pa~E--eE--Ehe 
18 eHpe~ienee-neeessa~Y-Ee-meeE-Ehe-~eq~i~emenE-eE-EhaE-s~BseeEienT 

20 

22 

24 

Sec. 5. 32 MRSA §2278, as amended by PL 1991, c. 509, §12, is 
repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

§2278. Temporary license 

A temporary license may ~e granted to a person who has 
26 completed the education and ---le.vel II fieldwork re.g..1Jireme1lt~ 

this chapter and who has also received NBCOT approval to sit foZ 
28 the_._aJllU."opr iate certif ication examination. This temporall 

license allows the holder to practice _ occupational Uu~rapy under 
30 the supervision of a licen$ed occupational thera...Qist. Temporary 

licensees shall take the fir~t available natio.ual examination for 
32 which th~y-pecome_~ligible~ 

34 A temporary licen~e is valid until the results of the 
national examination are made available to the board. If the 

36 person has passed the national examination, a lic.ense ml.H;t be 
issued under sections 2279 and 2280-A. The tempo~ary license of 

38 ~erson who has failed the examination may not be renewed. 

40 lL for a legitimate reason.L_ a person holding a temporary 
license does not take the first available national examination 

42 for which the person becomes eligible, th~rson mu_st submit a 
letter to the board explaini~he circumstances. After review, 

44 the bqard, at its discretion, may renew the person's temporary 
license once to allow the person to sit for the next schedule¢! 

46 national examination. 

48 A temporary license may not be renewed more than once. 
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Foreign trained applicants must receive approval to sit for 
2 the examination from NBCOT in order to be eli~ble for a 

temporary license. 
4 

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §2279, as amended by PL 1991, c. 509, §13, is 
6 further amended to read: 

8 §2219. Requirements for licensure 

10 An applicant applying for a license as aR a certified 
occupational therapist or as an occupational therapy assistant 

12 sba±± must file a written application provided by the board, 
showing to the satisfaction of the board that be the applicant 

14 meets the following requirements. 

16 

18 

1. Residence. An applicant need not be a resident of this 
State. 

;i! ... --bha£aet.e£,..--AR--a-pp-;l.-i-€-a-nt--&ha-l-1-~~R-&t-F-at:;.ed--etb,iea± 

20 F~aet,ieeT 

22 2-A. Character references. An applicant must submit 2 
completed character- reference forms acceptable to the b0i.\rd. 

24 
3. Education. An applicant sba±± must present evidence 

26 satisfactory to the board of having successfully completed the 
academic and fie1dwo~k requirements of an educational program in 

28 occupational therapy ~ees~Ri~ee--ey--tbe--eeaFe or occupational 
.the r~_..£s sj s tJ..ng: . 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

A. The occupational therapy or occupational tl1er_9J2Y 
assisting educational program must be accredited by tbe 
G e mm,i t tee - -on- - AJ. J. -i ee - -Re-a-l-ffi - -Etl~-€-a-t-i-E»l- -ana - -A-oc-r -B-d-i-t-a-t-i-on--e E 
tbe - -AmB-r'-i-c-a-n- -Meaie-a1- - .f\.-6-6-e-€-i-a-t-i.€H'l- -in- - Be± ±ae8£a-t-iefl.- -w-j,-t,.h. - tbe 
Ame~ieaR-geeHFat,iena±-±be~aFy-Ge~t,iE,ieat,ien--Bea~a bCOTE. 

g T - - ..!J:-he- -e e eHFa t ,isna± - -t-he-r-apy- - as s,i staR t - -oo.u-o.at-i-ona-l- -F~e~~ am 
mHst -- ee- - -a·pp£B¥€B- - -by-- -t-he-- --Arn€-F-k-an- - --Ge-e-1*J?at-ie-aa1- --±be ~ aFY 
Ge~t,iE,ieat,ieR-gea~aT 

4v---EHpeFieBeev---A:a-~-i~--£Ra±±--&1*Bmit---t~--t£~-Bea~a 

42 ev,iaeRee-B~-~i~-&~~-&&&~,*l-l-y-eemF±etea--a-~-i~-e-~-sHFe~v,isea 

E,ie±awe~*--€RF€£-i€fl.€€--~~~-~--~--F-e-e-~R-i~ea--eaHeat,ieRa± 

44 iRstitHtieR-~r~-£~-met-~~--a-€-a4~-€--Fe~HiFements-~~-by--tbe 

46 

48 

RatieRa±±y-~eee~Ri~ea-F~eEess,iena±-asseeiat,ienT 

AT--¥B£--a-n-~~~~l--t-~F-aJ?i&t-r-a-m-ifl.-im~m-~-~~R-t-a&-eE 

sHFe~visea-Eie±awe~*-eHFe~ieRee-is-~e~Hi~eaT 
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:EI T - - -F-Q-r- -aa - ~-€-tl.-pa-t..,i-€}fl-a-l- -t;.he-F-a-FY- - -a-s-s-i-s-t-a-a-t., - -a- -m,iE.,im\,l.m- --o-t- -- 6 
2 men~h6-eE-6\,1.~e~v,i6ea-Eie±awe~k-eH~e~ienee-is-~e~\,I.i~eaT 

4 5. Examination. An applicant for licensure as an 
occupational therapist or as an occupational therapy assistant 

6 sha±± must pass an examination as provided for in section 668g 
2280-A. 

8 
6. Licensure. An applicant may be licensed as an 

10 occupational therapist if he the applicant has practiced as an 
occupational therapy assistant for 4 years, has completed the 

12 level II fieldwork requirements eE-6\,1.e6ee~iea-4T-~aFa~~a~h-AT for 
an occupational therapist before January 1, 1988, and has passed 

14 the examination for occupational therapists. 

16 7. Certification. An applicant must submit aver ification 
of certification form from NBC~ The form must be completed and 

18 signed by NBCOT. An ap~icant applying within 3 months of having 
taken the certification examination who has the examination 

20 ~cores sent directly to the board is exempt from this requirement. 

22 8. Fee. An Applicant must pay an application fee and 
license fee. 

24 
Sec. 7. 32 MRSA §2280, as amended by PL 1991, c. 509, §14, is 

26 repealed. 

28 Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §2280-A is enacted to read: 

30 §2280-A. Nation~l examination for licensure of occupational 
therapists and occupational therapy assistants 

32 
The certification examination of NBCOT for the occupational 

34 therapist or occupational therapy assistant satisfies examination 
requirements of the board. 

36 
The certification examination for the occupational therapy 

38 assistant may be waived for any person who was certified as an 
occupational therapy assistant by the American Occupational 

40 Therapy Association prior to June 1977. 

42 Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §2281, as amended by PL 1991, c. 509, §15, is 
further amended to read: 

44 
§228l. Waiver of requirements for licensure 

46 
The board shall grant a license to any person who, prior to 

48 July 25, 1984, has successfully completed an examination 
administered by the Psychological Corporation under contract with 
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the American Occupational Therapy Certification Board if that 
2 person meets the requirements of section 2279, subsections 1, 6r 

2-A and 3 ana-4. 
4 

Sec. 10. 32 MRS A §2283, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 746, 
6 §2, is amended to read: 

8 1. Biennial renewal. Any license issued under this chapter 
shall-Be is subject to biennial renewal and shall-eHp~~e expires 

10 upon the stated expiration date, unless renewed in the manner 
prescribed by the rules of the board, upen-£he inc~uding payment 

12 of a renewal fee. Licenses may be ~enewea reinstated up to 90 
days after the date of expiration upon payment of a late fee of 

14 $10 in addition to the renewal fee. The 90-day period is for 
expediting the reinstatement process only. It does not extend 

16 the licensure period. Any person who submits an application for 
~enewal reinstatement more than 90 days after the license ~eBewal 

18 expiration date shall-be is subject to all requirements governing 
new appl icants under this chapter, except that the board may in 

20 its discretion, giving due consideration to the protection of the 
public, waive examination if that ~eBewal ~einstatement 

22 application is made within 2 years from the date of that 
expiration. 

24 
Sec. II. 32 MRSA §2284, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 746, §2, is 

26 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

28 §2284. Foreigq-trained applicants 

30 

32 

Foreign-trained ap~ants are subject to the 12LOvisi9n~Qf 
!chis secti.Q1L.. 

.1. ApprovaL ApJ21icants must receiv~proval for their 
34 educati.onal pro-9@~supervised fieldwork and English language 

l2.£Qficiency, based on standards set by NBCOT. 
36 

38 

40 

42 

2. Character references~ Applicants must submit 2 
completed character reference forms acceptable to the board. 

3. Examination. Applicants for licensure 
therapists or occupational therapy assistants 
examination as provided for in section 2280-A. 

as occupational 
must pass an 

44 4. CertificatiQn. Applicants, except those applying within 
3 months .of having taken the certification examination who have 

46 their examination scores sent directly to. the board, must. submit 
a verification of certification form, provided by either the 

48 board or NBCOT. All forms must be completed and signed by NBCOT. 
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5. Fee. Applicants must pay application and license fees 
2 according to this chapter. 

4 

6 

6 • Tempor aI:Y 
receive approval to 
to be eligible for a 

license. Foreign-trained applicants must 
sit for the examination from NBCOT in order 
temporary license. 

8 Sec. 13. 32 MRS A §2285, sub-§2, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 746, 
§2, is amended to read: 

10 
2. Disposal of fees. All fees received by the board shall 

12 must be paid to the Treasurer of State to be used for carrying 
out this chapter. Any balance of fees shall ffiiU': not lapse but 

14 shall must be carried forward as a continuing account to be 
expended for the same purposes in the following fiscal years. 

16 All fees are nonrefundable. 

18 Sec. 14. 32 MRSA §2286, sub-§2, 1[B, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

746, §2, is amended to read: 

B. Unprofessional conduct. A licensee shall--be---deen:\e-d--te 
have ha~ engaged in unprofessional conduct if he the 
licensee violates any standard of professional behavior 
whieh-~-eeeB-~~~~-±£--&a&-~~~~~~-~GF-~~~-the 

lieeB£ee--i-6---1-i-ee:asea as defined by the Occupational Therapy 
Code of Ethics, as adopted by AOTA; 

30 SUMMARY 

32 This bill incorporates the change of name of the national 
agency that certifies and tests occupational therapists and 

34 occupational therapy assistants; incorporates the name change of 
the agency that accredits occupational therapy educational 

36 programs and changes related information, including definitions; 
corrects minor language inconsistencies to improve clarity; 

38 clarifies the law as it relates to temporary licensees; removes 
obsolete information regarding examination of occupational 

40 therapists; clarifies the requirements for foreign-trained 
therapists to become licensed; and incorporates minor technical 

42 changes affected by changes to the national agency for 
certification of therapists. 

44 
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