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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document 

H.P.I135 

No. 1591 

House of Representatives, March 19, 1997 

An Act to Amend the Washington County Budget Process. 

(EMERGENCY) 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative BUNKER of Kossuth Township. 
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not 
2 become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted 

as emergencies; and 
4 

6 

8 

10 

Whereas, county budget preparation 
calendar year must begin in early fall; and 

for the 

Whereas, immediate enactment of this change 
Washington County budget approval process is necessary 
preparation of the 1998 county budget; and 

following 

in 
for 

the 
the 

12 Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these fact.s 
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of 

14 Maine and require the following legislation as immediately 
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and 

16 safety; now, therefore, 

18 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

20 Sec. 1. 30QA MRSA §900, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 777, §L is 
amended to read: 

22 
§900. Budget; appropriations; approval 

24 
Notwithstanding sections 2, 701 and 702, in Washington 

26 County the county commissioners may appropriate moneYT according 
to a budget that must be approved by a majority of the county 

28 commissioners QL..£.S otherwi~JLPSQY...ide<L_iIL...tJl..L~arJ.icle. 

30 Sec. 2. 30~A MRSA §900~B, sub w §l, ~A, as enacted by PL 1991, 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

c. 777, §l, is amended to read: 

A. Before September 15th of every year, the county 
commissioners shall notify all municipal officers in the 
county to caucus by county commissioner districts at a 
specified date, time and place for the purpose of electing 
at least one municipal officer from each district. as a 
member of the budget advisory committee; except that, in 
1992, at least 3 municipal officers must be selected from 
each district unless the municipal officers of a district 
decide that another person from that district would be 
better qualified. ~-.!JluniciI?ality-.lD~ noLJ>e relleSe1!_t.~~mr 
more than one officer at a time._ The county commissioner 
shall serve as nonvoting moderator for that district 
caucus. Nominations must be received from the floor. The 
nominee receiving the most votes is approved as a budget 
advisory committee member except that, in 1992, each caucus 
shall elect 3 members. The names of those elected by the 
caucus must be recorded and forwarded to the county 
commissioners. 
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2 Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §900 M B-l is enacted to read: 

4 §900-B-l. Prior year's budget available 

6 A.nnually by SeJ?t.ember 15th, the county commissioners shall 
publish, deliver ____ ~~~.QCJ_e.~ advisory . commi ttee and make 

8 available to the ~~blic copies of the prior year's budget FhQNi~ 
1up.dl;L_ authorized and e}~penditures made for each department L 

10 account a:ruL.QLQ.gram. 

12 Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §900-D, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 777, §1, 
is amended to read: 

14 
§900-D. Budget estimate; submission to advisory committee; 

16 legislative delegation role 

18 The Washington County commissioners shall submit a budget 
estimat:e to the budget advisory committee no later than October 

20 1st for t.he coming year. The budget advisory committee shalJ. 
review the budget estimate and make recommendations to the 

22 commissioners before November 15th. The county commissioners 
shall act on the budget in a timely fashion and, in any event, 

24 not later than December 15th of the budget year. ~G.9unty 

£.Qmmi.§~;LQ.1].eU wif,;!h to IllaksL_£;;h!;l!lCJ_e..1:) in the budJ;NL recommended Qy 
26 _the_b-1t-®et_ adyJ S9.I.L __ s.:_Qmmi t.tee f the .~Q_1J..n.tL_commi s s iO!l§s..§----.-Jillall 

1,L<;;J]'~slgJe .. _QJ1~ __ Q1:.......mO.L~~etinQ.§... wi th the budget advi sory commi tt~.l'l 
2 8 be f 0 Le._ .. J2.E~J;:. embe r_.l.51-1l--.-.t:_Q.K .. __ tb..SL_~U r 2-<2fuL_..QL~go t -La t ~. a f i na 1 

bud.get-'--. 
30 

~ following_ _.!L{l--9:.Qtiations, a final budget J;;lJ9-~.iJi 

32 acce.ru;,able . __ to the budget advisory cgmmi ttee is. not approved_~ 
th_(,L_.Qounty commissioners Qx_ December 15t.lh._the .J2.JJ.c;1get advisoD' 

34 _comm.ittet;L~gY--Leg:1L('L$..t.._..t.h.§,j;,_the county._legisiative de_legation, as . 
.a._b.o dY.L. . .il£l2j,J:. r a te._t 0 est ab UJ2lL_sLJ i na LhlJdge t_._..J'h~L~lJ~LJ].1J.Q.t 

3 6 pe_i!L~r_Lti.llil_ .. .aJ1L~iwe d by a _ IIt!;lj 0 r i ty~. the_-»J.l.dge t....l:Ld v i so r y 
s;;.J2JJllJliJ;; te~. and _JIlust __ identify the sp-ecif i..Q..._budgeL.J ine i t.fillL._o_r_ 

3 8 i teJIl..§. in_c;1i.~~,---_ Th.e...... 1 egillgti vEL...Q~_leg a t.i on m~ c t 0 nlY.--.9n .-t.he 
:],ine item or i~identified ._as in dispute and the de;j,egati o..1.l 

40 must approve ei theJ,: __ t.lliLJ?.Q.~.i.t..iQ_D. of the .. county commissioners Q.£ 
thf:\L_Qf th~uQ~dyjsory- committee .. ~--.I!1ajoritL vote of the 

42 [gJ.l._count-y-iegislati ve delegati..9_:rL.is... necessary. and its decision 
J.J? ___ fillaL __ The Q§:)legation must_._act on the request and return the 

44 final._pu5iCJ_e..t-_to the~Qll~~Omm,Lssioners .. Qy_ JanuarY-l..Q.t~_Jj~· __ th.l'l 
delegatio..1L..f_i;tils to act.hy that date or if the bu~advisory 

46 _commi ttee does not request arbitration, the cou~commissioners 
shall approve the f inal bud~.t-,_ 

48 
Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the 

50 preamble, this A.ct takes effect when approved. 

52 
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2 

4 

6 

This bill 
approval process 
following. 

makes 
for 

SUMMARY 

several changes to 
Washington County. 

the 
The 

current budget 
bill does the 

1. It limits municipalities to one officer serving at a 
8 time on the budget advisory committee. 

10 

12 

2. It requires the county commissioners 
prior year's budget and make copies available 
advisory committee and the public. 

to publish the 
to the budget 

14 3. It requires the county commissioners to meet with the 
budget advisory committee to negotiate a budget if one is not 

16 finalized by the commissioners before December 15th. 

18 4. The bill authorizes the budget advisory committee to 
petition the Washington County legislative delegation to 

20 arbitrate and decide specific budget issues in dispute if the 
budget is not finalized by December 15th. The legislative 

22 delegation must act before January 1st and resolve disputed 
budget issues by a maj~rity vote of the full delegation. If the 

24 budget advisory committee fails to request arbitration by the 
legislative delegation or if the delegation fails to act in time, 

26 the county commissioners shall approve the final county budget. 
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