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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1581 

H.P. 1131 House of Representatives, March 19, 1997 

An Act to Establish Procedures for the Release of Confidential 
Infmmation. 

Reference to the Committee on Judiciary suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative BUNKER of Kossuth Township. 

Printed on recycled paper 



Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 1 MRSA §408·A is enacted to read: 
4 

§408-A. Individual information 
6 

1-_" __ Inspection _of individual information. Notwithstanding 
8 any otheL_-l2.Lovision __ of la~_a_~rsoIL.~ inspect and copy 

information in the custQl;ly of the State specificallY-_ aboutJ;.hat 
10 J?erson exc~t that. the St.ate m~e..ny a request to i~~~ 

~L-J;;..b.e information if that information relates to an ongoing 
12 _QJvilQL cril!lina~.nvest.igation--and---.iJL confidMtial under any 

othel' law!-. 
14 

:2. Time and cost of ins~ection_. A person may insJ2QQL and 
16 ~ information as J?_ermi tted __ in §1lb(i§l~tion 1 during the J~ular:. 

1:li!.~.inesQ. __ hours __ of the ___ ~gen~_or official having custody of the 
18 il1b.Qrmaj;:ion. If the inspectiQ1L can not be accomplished withQy.t 

translg.tiQ1L.~:( mechan~ or data compilations into some other 
20 form-L_ the~t_atfL may __ require the ~rS.Q1L desj,X.:!.J1g_ inspec . .tio~Q-l?E 

the __ cost of translation ____ . ..in advance. The State mgy __ schedul~ 
22 translat,Lon and inspection to occur at a time tha....t. will not delay 

Q]: inconvenience the reQ1l1a_L_~ilijli~f the agency or offic:Lcal 
24 having custo~~the __ ..informat.ion_. __ 8_pJHson _requesting copying 

Q.L...i.n.formgJ:.ion under th,k_§.S!_<;:.t,ion shall pay the Qost of copying. 
26 

~ Rele!lse of liability. ~erson inspecting or copying 
28 information under this section shall sign a release _pf liability 

exempting the State fro~ liability to the person based on the 
30 ~nformgtion inspected or ~opied under this sectio~_ 

32 
SUMMARY 

34 
This bill permits a person to inspect and copy specific 

36 information in the cust.ody of the State about that person except 
that the State may deny an inspection or copying request if the 

38 information about the person relates to an ongoing civil or 
criminal investigation and is confidential under any other law. 

40 The bill also provides for permitted times of inspection and 
associated procedures and costs. The bill also requires a person 

42 seeking inspection or copying of the information to release the 
State from any liability based on the information sought. 
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