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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1585 

H.P.1129 Hou se of Representatives, March 19, 1997 

An Act to Provide Additional Adoption Assistance to State Employees. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SPEAR of Nobleboro. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: KNEELAND of Easton, TUTTLE of Sanford, WINGLASS 
of Auburn. 
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Be it en.acted by the People of the State of Main.e as follows: 

Sec. I. 18~A MRSA §9-405 is enacted to read: 

~405. Addition~l adoption assistance for state employees 

i.QL An employee of this State, as defined in 
section 20, subsection 1, may qualify for additional 
assistance under the_terms of this subsection. 

Title ~ 
adoptiill1 

_CLL The_.adoptin~son must be an employee of this Sta!g 
at the time of the ado-p-tion, which must ~n or after 
October 1, 1997. 

i2_~The adopted child mgY- be a special needs child _~is 
also eligible for adoption assistance under this Part or 
anottl~r child in the care _.or custody of the State or in the 
custody of a nonprofit--J;!rivate licensed .child-pJ.acing agency 
in this State. A stepchild is not eligible for additional 
9doptioA_assistance. 

lJJ Additional adoption assistance may continue until the 
cessation of legal parental responsiQility~ until tpe 
~rents are no longer sup~9rti~~he child~ 

.1ft Addi tional adoption assistance may__ include 
reimbursement for the fo)J.owing actual costs of the adoption 
for a spec..i9L.needs child: up to $10 < 000 for direct costs 
relat~L.J;,Q __ the __ adoptionL--including but not limited t.O 
medical costs not covered by insuranc~ fees of licensed 
adQ.n..tion agencies L fees for the court _process and _attorneys 
and fees for _ investigations '. 

..L5) Additi_Q..nal __ adopJ~.ion ____ g§llstance_ mo,y-__ incl_ude 
reimbursement for the following actual costs of the adoption 
for a child other than a speci£l.l needs child:---m2 to $5,000 
for direct costs related to the adoption.L.- including but not 
limi ted to medical costs not covered by insurance, fees of 
.licensed adoption agenci~ fees for the court process and 
attorneys and feei for investigations~ 

Sec. 2. Effective date. This Act takes effect October 1, 1997. 

44 SUMMARY 

46 This bill establishes an additional adoption assistance 
program for employees of this State who adopt special needs or 

48 other children. Benefits are limited to actual costs of 
adoption, including but not limited to medical costs not covered 

50 by insurance, fees of licensed adoption agencies, fees for the 
court process and attorneys and fees for investigations. 
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