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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §4253, as amended by PL 1989, c. 548, § 6, 
4 is further amended to read: 

6 §4253. Local early childhood programs 

8 School administrative units wishing to develop early 
childhood programs shall submit plan proposals for approval to 

10 the department. The department shall encourage broad 
participation and participation with regional Child Development 

12 Services System sites in the gFaBt program 1*BaeF--s-e-c-t-i-on--42-ad--A 
and shall provide technical assistance to local school 

14 administrative units in submitting proposals. ~ae--aepaFtffieBt 

sha~~-meR~~e~--t~-~~~~-e~-~he-~~-~~~a~~a8&-theiF 

16 e££eetiveBess--be~e~€---t~-~~~&&--eests--may--~--~~~~--as 

allewaele-€es~s-~REl.€~-~~~~B£-~4ry-~~-on--~r--~~F&-&aall-ee 

18 a-gFaBt-maHiffi1*m-e£-$§QrQQQ-1*BaeF-tais-seetieBT 

20 

22 

Sec. 2. 20·A MRSA §4253-A, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 548, 
§7, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. 20-A MRSA §4254, as amended by PL 1989, c. 548, §8, 
24 is further amended to read: 

26 §4254. Funding 

28 1. Allowable costs. Allowable costs shall--ee ~re the 
eHeess cost of implementing approved plans."----..these_ cost~...!I@Lbe 

30 added to the school unit's subsidizable costs under chapter 606. 

32 ~T--F~~£~-~-~n4-yea£6Y--A~~~~~~t&-iB-~~-~~r~-aBa 

6Be.--yeaF&--s-aa~~--h€!---f~--t-iH'-ough-·--a--~-£-a-fJ.~--maEl.€--£Feffi--£1*Be.s 

34 appFepFiatee.-£oF-taat-p1*FpeSeT 

36 ~T--~~~~-subsequen~-yea£6T--~~-~lans--whi€h-~-eeeB 

evall:l.ated- -a~- -€-f-f-€-Ot-i-v-e- -hy -tae - e.e~a£~ffieB~7 - -a-J..J.~J.-€- -(!{)-&-t.-s- -may -ee 
38 ae.e.ee.-te-tae-seaeel-1*Bits-s1*esiaiBee.-eest-1*Be.eF-eaapteF-aQaT 

40 Sec. 4. 20-A MRSA §7724, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
625, §2, is further amended to read: 

42 

1. Establishment. The Child Development Services System is 
44 established for the purpose of maintaining a coordinated service 

delivery system for the provision of childfind activities for 
46 children, from birth to under age d- Q, early intervention 

services for eligible children, from birth to under age 3, and 
48 free, appropriate and public education services for eligible 

children, from age 3 to under age 6, who have a disability. The 
50 Child Development Services System consists of regional sites 
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organized as intermediate educational units or as private 
2 nonprofit corporations, one state-level intermediate educational 

unit and the Interdepartmental Coordinating Council for Early 
4 Intervention advisory board. The Child Development Services 

System shall ensure application of the provisions of this chapter 
6 statewide through a contractual or grant relationship between the 

Department of Education and each regional site. 
8 

Sec. 5. 20·A MRSA §7725, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1991, c. 
10 843, §3 and amended by PL 1995, c. 560, Pt. K, §82 and affected 

by §83, is further amended to read: 
12 

3. Department. !.!:geE'aletmeat;s!.! "Department II means 6--f)-{'--meFe 
14 eE-the-E'a£ti€iE'atia~-6tate-a~e:a€ieST the Department of EducationT 

the-~~~--e~-~-S€~¥J€€£--aaG-~~-geE'aFtment-~--Meat;a± 

16 Hea±taT-Meata±-Retaledatiea-aad-Substaaee-Abuse-Seleyiees. 

18 Sec. 6. 20-A MRSA §7725, sub·§4, as amended by PL 1993, c. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

625, §3, is further amended to read: 

4. Disability. "Disability" means: 

AT _. - A- ~~..,i-€J-n- -o-f- --<3h-j,..J:.d.-~r -:E-Fem -ai l' ta- -t.-e- -un£I€-r- -age- -e- r -wae 
alee - -in - -n-eeG - -o-f- - -e-ar--J.-y- - ..,i-nt.-e-r-¥fHH:..,i.~ - -e~- - 6E'eeiaJ.- --edu€ at iea 
se leyiee s - -due- - te - -a- - e.e-:lay- -1n- - -e£€-~F- - il1-0-r-€l- -e:E- - ~-he- - Ee ± ±9wia13 
aI'e as.;. - - - - .€.fH3"£J-t.-i.¥€- -.-~l~-;- - - -p-J.:l.ys-ie-al- - - -·e.eye ±eFmeat T 

iae±ue.ia13--yisi9a--aae.--aealeia~T--eemmuaieatiea--deye±eFmeatf 

seeia±-eF-emetiea8±-e.eye±9FmeatT-aae.-ae.aFtiye-e.eye±eFmeatT-91e 

gT--~-f)-{'--&J.:l.i~F-&nr-~~em-~i-r~~-t;e-~--~-~7-~·-e.ia13a9SedT 

e8tab±i8aed-eeRd4tieR-e~-~~~~~-~~~~~~~-J.:l.a~-a-ai~a 

Fleebaai±ity-eE-leesu±tia13-ia-e.eye±eFmeata±-e.e±aYT 

~ For. children from birth to under age 3, developmental 
delays, as measured by appropriate diagnostic instruments 
and procedures, in one or more of the follow.ln9-areas: 
cognitive development; physical development L including 
vision and hearing; communication developm~~tL_ social or 
emotional development; or adaptive development, with the 
.gelay being such that the child needs early intervention 
service..£.l or a diagnosed physical or mental cono.i tion that 
has a high probability of resulting in developmental delaYL 
with the condition being such that the child needs early 
intervention services; or 

D. For children age 3 to under age 6, evaluated in 
accordance with 34 Code of Federal Regulations. 300.530 534 L 

developmental delays as measured by appropriate diagnostic 
instruments and procedures, in one or more of the following 
areas: cognitive development; physical development. 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

including vision and hearing; communication develppm~ntL 

soQ..W or emotional development; _ adaptive develQp_mettu 
mental retarpationj hearing imp_airments ,--.inclt!Ji.iw_ deafnessL 
speech or language impairments; visual im£9irments, 
including blindness; serious emotional disturbance; 
orthopedic impairments; autism: traumatic brain i~L 
other heal th impairID~U1t,.~U specific learning disabilities; 
d~af-blindnessj or multiple disabilities, with the delay or 
impairment being such that the child needs special education 
and related services. 

12 Sec. 7. 20-A MRSA §7727, sub-§5, 4fi4fiC and D, as amended by PL 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

1993, c. 625, §3, are further amended to read: 

C. That rules are developed, adopted and implemented 
describing minimum standards for the following: 

(1) Least restrictive environment; 

(2) Nondiscrimination; 

(3) Rights of parents; 

(4) Free and appropriate public services; 

(5) Eligibility criteria; 

(6) The federal "chi1dfind" program; 

(7) Program development, service descriptors and 
service delivery; 

(8) Early childhood team; 

(9) Individualized family service plan; 

(10) Statements of assurances; 

(11) Procedural safeguards and appeals processes; 

(12) Due process hearings; 

(13) Confidentiality of information: 

(14) Data collection, reporting and utilization; 

(15) Surrogate parents: and 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

t. 28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

(16) PaymeBE Standardized procedures and rates pf 
payment for aBe-~-{}V-i-s-i-o-n--e£ early intervention and 
tree appropriate public education services; aBEl 

D. That infants and toddlers, from birth to under age 3, 
have early intervention services available to them by July 
1, 1994 through 3rd-party payment or through a system of 
payments by families, including a schedule of sliding feesT 
j and 

Sec. 8. 20-A MRSA §7727, sub-§5,,-rE is enacted to read: 

.E. That the. nons1.H?-p~grttl.ng requirement under the federal 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act __ ~a~n~d __ -=i~t~~ 
implemeI).ting . __ r:egul.ll;tioniL __ is. addressed wi th __ .",t ... h=e 
Intercllu>.artmeI}.tal __ -.Coordinating Council . for EaLly 
Jnterv_e.ntioll----.LQI'--P-urposes of reporting :up.der section 7734--C •. 

Sec. 9. 20-A MRSA §7728, sub-§I, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
625, §4, is further amended to read: 

1. Federal obligations. Develop and adopt statewide 
policies and rules for carrying out the provisions of this 
chapter to meet federal obligations under the federal Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act, Part a, Section 619 and Part H, 
20 United States Code, Section 1400 et seq. These obligations 
must include but are not limited to: 

A. Personnel standards; 

B. Comprehensive system of personnel development; 

C. Program monitoring; 

D. Data collectionand __ data warehousing,. consistent with 
Q.~rtment policies; 

E. Interagency agreements at the state level; aBe 

F. Public awareness; gnd 

G. Paxment for ear lX_ interventioI) and . free appr0J.F late 
public education services; 

Sec. 10. 20-A MRSA 7730, as amended by PL 1995, c. 560, Pt. 
K, §82 and affected by §83 and amended by c. 662, §2, is further 
amended to read: 

§1130. Regional site board of directors 
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Each board of directors of a regional intermediate education 
2 unit or a private nonprofit corporation is responsible for 

governance of its activities, including the management and 
4 oversight of its general operations as established in section 

++68 ]729. Membership must include representatives of the 
6 regional offices of the Department of Human Services and the 

Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance 
8 Abuse Services, representatives of participating school 

administrative units, parents of infants and children with 
10 disabilities and other community members as determined 

appropr iate. A regional site board member or a board member I s 
12 employer may not, during the term for which the member serves on 

the board, derive any revenue from work performed for the Child 
14 Development Services System. A representative of a participating 

school administrative unit whose participation in the system is 
16 limited to work performed for the school administrative unit is 

exempt from the requirements of this section. Terms of 
18 membership and methods of appointment or election must be 

determined by board of directors bylaws, subject to approval of 
20 the department. 

22 Sec. 11. 20·A MRS A §7731, sub-§6, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 
843, §3, is amended to re~d: 

24 
6. Contracts. Subject to the approval of the department, 

26 enter into contracts, leases and agreements and any other 
instruments and arrangements that are necessary, incidental or 

28 convenient to the performance of its duties and the execution of 
its powers under this chapterf-'-___ Regional _~ite_bO'9.r.i!l?_~ 

30 directors shall consider collaboration with school aqminiJitra_tJv~ 

units that are operating or that wish to develoPJ __ -12..l!.rs-Ili1~_t_tQ 
32 section 4253, early <;;hildhood pro~_i~tb~re<J.,Lonal. __ poard~_Ei 

catchment area in order to: 
34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

A. Maximize the benefit _---'o"'-£,.,." __ s ta te interdepartmentQl 
agreements and efforts; 

B. Maximize the effective use of qualified personnel L 

facilities and other resources; 

C. Ensure consistent quality of early childhood 
QLogramming; and 

D. Facilitate the transition process, for children and 
famllies..L. from the Child Development Service::?. System to the 
public school system: 

48 Sec. 12. 20-A MRSA §7732-A, first~, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
625, §10, is amended to read: 

50 
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The board of directors of a private nonprofit corporation or 
2 a regional ~eea~ intermediate educational unit shall: 

4 Sec. 13. 20·A MRS A §7732 u A, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
625, §10, is amended to read: 

6 
5. Free, appropriate public education. Ensure that eligible 

8 children, from age 3 to under age 6, receive free, appropriate 
public education services, in collaboration with school 

10 administrative units when possible; 

12 Sec. 14. 20·A MRS A §7733, first 1[, as amended by PL 1995, c. 
662, §7, is further amended to read: 

14 
The Interdepartmental Coordinating Council for Early 

16 Intervention, as established in Title 5, section 12004-G, 
subsection 8-A, is established as an advisory body to the 

18 commi s s ione r BaEl--t..a-e--j-o-in-t.- -&&aad-i-ag --€emm-it.t.ee- -w- -t,h.e--];,e~~s~at;\'!1'e 

ha¥ia~- -j-u-r-i-&d-i-ot.-i-on- -9'\f9J'- - %-tl-€-a-t.-i-e£- -a-Bd - €'1:lJ.t.'1:l-FaJ.- -af-f-a-i-r-s- -malo t;e l' S 

20 regarding the coordination of policies and programs aimed at 
implementing the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education 

22 Act, 20 United States Code, Section 1400 et seq. and 34 Code of 
Federal Regulations, 303.650 to 303.654, July 1993. 

24 
Sec. 15. 20nA MRS A §7733, as amended by PL 1995, c. 662, §7, 

26 is further amended by adding a new 2nd paragraph to read: 

28 1'he _----.9bligQ~i.mts of the Interdepartmental Coordinating 
Council_ for_E~lllteLYJ211tioll-L-aS set forth in this secti~llli!Y 

30 ge me_t;_-.-9~tJle commissioner's discretiQJL..llL_~other advi_~g:r-Y 

Q~j:o the commissioner required under the federal IndiyiduaJl2. 
32 ',LLth Disabilities Education Act for _school-aged children __ ~iLh 

_disabilities, provided that the federal membership requirements 
34 of __ the _-IJLterO-ru?artmental Coordinating Council for Early 

IntJ2rvention 2XJ~ met---
36 

Sec. 16. 20-A MRSA §7734-A, first 1[, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
38 625, §16, is amended to read: 

40 In addition to the programs authorized in this chapter, the 
commissioner may authorize expenditures to school administrative 

42 uni ts for services for infants and children, from birth to under 
age 6, who are disabled, in a manner consistent with secJ:_ionl; 

44 4251 to 4254 and section 15603, subsection 22, paragraph D. 

46 Sec. 17. 20-A MRSA §7734-A, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1993, c. 
625, §16, is amended to read: 

48 
3. Coordination of services and resource development 

50 activities. School administrative uni ts shall coordinate their 
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program and service activities for infants and children, from 
2 birth to under age 6, who are disabled, with thei'F--l-e-e-al the 

regional Child Development Services System sites to avoid 
4 duplication and maximize the use of resources in accordance with 

the rules as adopted by the department. 
6 

Sec. 18. 20-A MRSA §7734-A, sub-§4 is enacted t.o read: 
8 

4. Program day and program year. For pU.£,J;lQ§JL&.~ 

10 compliance with this chapter, the appropriate program_dq.jl __ fox_any 
child eligible for special insJ;;n . .\ct.ion as a f~_ .. ~U:1Propriate 

12 fULblic education service in a progxam operated b~_ schoQ~ 
administrative uniL....Qr.~-f.Ln...Y-..Q..tj1er_entiJ,;y~~resumed to be 

14 .t.he numper of hours per ~ __ ..9J_tered.... .. ~ ... _ .. tillL __ com.I1arabl.sL......J;U:.Q.g.ram 
nearest to the chiI~.s. home an .. Q.... offered J2Y ____ C3. ___ school 

16 aQj]1inistrat.ive uni tj and th~........9..P.P.r.9.lF.iate....."'proguJ.m year. is ... presumed 
to be the number of .... day~ .. L-...YSL'll'...... .... oft~reJi.........£..L....t.~-S..QJ:nQ..arablf;). 

18 1?...r..Qg..r .. am ne a r €l~.t..Q the ___ chi 1 d-'-l?_home ___ anQ._o f fer e..d....... .. ..Q¥ __ £._ .. ~ c hoo 1 
adm i l1..is t r .9...t..i VJ'LJJn it ._-..TIle._J2.!:fL@mptiQIl._Qf the apPXQlll i a te_~..D..9..t.l:! 

20 of time of the 'program gay or tillL-PresumptioIl......QL_the ___ iiRP...:(QJ?-riat.~ 
lep-gth Qf time of .. the...J2.J"..Qg1'aIlL~L~ re:Qutted, .. _L11.. ... the_case 

22 ~..llL..iDdividu.Q)_chi~_Q:'l....-.li..n_earJ,y_ childhood---...t.~am <;l.eci§l.oI! 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

QQ..sed_Qn.....the _t.Ql10wingt 

§16, 

§16, 

lL............All._evaluQ..t..iQn by a g:ualified-pro_yider wb..Q.._i1L..ipde.l'..e_ndent 
of the pI.pgram being .recommended, that includes __ ...Q 

r e c omme nd a t ion f O_L .. _a_.P..r-Q9..r..9m. __ d a-y_ 0 r _.......2. __ m..9_9 r alJl---YSi.i3-r _ .. Q.L~ 
different durgtioni and 

B. Documentation, in the child's individualiz~family 

§ervice pl~of the modifications and . SU~l? __ .....t.Q_...thE!. 
program that have been tried prior to a recomme .. I!g:at.ion fOL_Q: 
pro9.J,:..Q.m of Ionge .. r or shorter duration, or that have been 
consi<;lered and rriected as inappropriate, and why. 

Sec. 19. 20-A MRSA §7734~B, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 625, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 20. 20-A MRSA §7734.C, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 625, 
is amended to read: 

42 §7134-C. Annual report 

44 The council shall provide the ~eiRt--&t-a-n4i-*f--€-E>ffiffi.i-t-t~-e-e--eR 

eElue-atienal-matte!'s i:: .. ommissioner of_ Education a yearly report on 
46 the bhilEl--De¥-e-d.~-t--S€-F-\f-i-Ge-&-gystem earlY-..intervention system 

in the State. This ~rt must include a .. demonstrat..ion that: 
48 .the funds provided.. under the federal Individuals with 

Disabili ties Education Act, Part B,. Section 619 and Par.L..H. were 
50 used to supplement and increase, and not tQ supplant, the level 
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of other federaJ_L __ state and local funds that are available tor 
2 children with disabilities; and the ~ederal funds generated under 

the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, Part ~ 
4 Section 619 and Part H were not used to satisfy a financial 

co~mitment for services that would have been paid for by a health 
6 agency or another agency pursuant to policy or practice, but for 

the fact that these services are now listed on the individualized 
8 family_ service plans o( children_with disabilities. 

10 
SUMMARY 

12 
This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing 

14 the Child Development Services System. 

16 1. It clarifies the definition of "disability" for children 
age 3 to under age 6. 

18 
2. It ensures a demonstration of nonsupplanting with 

20 federal funds in the annual report by the Interdepartmental 
Coordinating Council for Early Intervention, now to be provided 

22 to the Commissioner of Education. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

3. It standardizes procedures and 
services delivered by Child Development 
across the State. 

rates of payment for 
Services System sites 

4. It permits flexibility in 
bodies requi red under the federal 
Education Act. 

the establishment of advisory 
Individuals with Disabilities 

32 5. It establishes parameters for the program day and the 
program year for special instruction services for children served 

34 by the Child Development Services System. 

36 6. It encourages collaboration between Child Development 
Services System regional boards and school administrative units 

38 whenever possible, to maximize efforts and the effective use of 
resources, to ensure consistent quality of programming and to 

40 facilitate the transition process for children and families from 
the Child Development Services System to the public school system. 
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