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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1997 
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H.P.I056 House of Representatives, March 11, 1997 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 12 MRSA §6001, sub-§§12 n A, 22~A and 30M B are enacted to 
4 read: 

6 12-1\. Dec1ared lobster zone. "Declared lobster zone" _~~ns 
the zone a person declares in accordance with se~tion 6447,_ 

8 subsection 7, paragraph B as the zone. in which the person fishes. 
a majority of that person's lobster traps. 

10 
22-1\. Limited harvesting 10bster zone. "Limited harvesting 

12 lobster .. zone" means a zone in which the use of lobster traps is. 
limi ted in accordance with section 6446 t subsection 2 t paragraph 

14 iL... 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30-B. New zone entrant. "New zone entrant" means a person 

A. Holds a Class I, Class II or C.lass ill lobster and~ab 
fishin~icenseL 

B. Wishes to choose as that person I s declared lobster._~one 

a limited harvesting Jobster zone; and 

C. In the_ previous licensi~ear_ designated a declare.Q 
lobster zone thqt is different from _ the ___ limi ted .llarve..§!ting 
lobsteJ_ ZO:Q.e that the~Lson __ . wishes to dec lare in the 
current year. 

30 Sec. 2. 12 MRSA §6446, sub-§2, as repealed and replaced by PL 
1995, c. 568, §4, is amended to read: 

32 
2. Rules for zones. The commissioner may adopt rules for a 

34 zone established under subsection 1 tHat-~~£€-~~~1t1T~~-±9bsteF 
aHa-€~aB-~~thi~~~-&&±G&~&-WRe-£J££-~~~~--~&&-Fe~a~aiH~ 

36 tHe - Tl-tl-m-l:>-e-r- --o---f- -l-eB&t:eF - -t~~F£- -4'-i--sh€-d-- -aHB- - t:He- --t~.m-e- -pe--J'?--iGd& - a± ±9wes 
oE9 ~ - -e~p-1-y-j,.:aq- - --w--1t-h- - --t-h-a-t- - !Hl.mbe~7 - -tbe·-~F- - -of- - -h)-b£-t€~- - 1: ~afls 

38 a± l-9wea·- B-fl.- -a- -t:~aw-1- - aHS- -t£€- -t:--,i-me- -G-t:- -Elay- -W£€-fl.- ~--ob-s-t.~- -t:-j,.&H-j,.~ -may 
BeBU~ only when the rules were proposed by the lobster management 

40 policy council established for that zone pursuant to section 
6447, subsection 1 and the proposed rules were approved in a 

42 referendum pursuant to section 6447, subsection 6. The 
commissioner may accept the rules proposed by a lobster 

44 management policy council as reasonable and adopt those rules or 
reject the council's proposed rules as unreasonable. The rules 

46 adopted under this subsection by the commissioner must accurately 
reflect the intent of the rules proposed by a lobster management 

48 policy council but are not required to be a verbatim rendition of 
the proposed rules. The commissioner mCD!. adopt rules thaL..p,l..Qce 

50 .limi tat ions on lobster and crab fi§hi--illL. license holclers who fish 
in~. zone, provided that the _.limitations are esmal to or stricter 
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than the lirnitatiQ_ns under sectiops 6431~_6431-DL~-.5h~_~-A 
2 and 6440. Such limitations may be placed on: 

4 D. The number of lobster traps fished and the time periods 
allowed for c~lyj~with that number; 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

E. The number of lQl!ster traps allowed on a trawl ;. 

F. The time of day when lobster fishing may occur; and 

G. The number of Class I, Class II and Class III license 
ho)d~..rs~ho J1]..QL fis:tL..fL...Jllajori ty of their ;Lobster traps in a 
zo:q~ providEld tlJat ... 

(1) The number is equal to the nUJllber of license 
holders who-,- as of December 31st of the. first full 
calendar year in which the_ zone was operational, 
designated that zone as th~ir declared lobster zone~ 

(2) The number is less than or ggual to a 20% 
reduction from th~umber of license holders who, as of 
December 31st of the first full calendar year in which 
the~Q~~_was QPerational~ designateq that zone a~ their 
declared lobster zone. The reduction must be achieved 
over ~i~~ attrition. For the purposes of this 
section, "attrition" means the failure of a person to 
renew a license or th~ renewal of a license upon which 
.f\ person designates_. a differept zone as that person IS 

declared lobster zone. 

Rules adopted under this para~aph are major substantive 
rules p~§uant to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

Sec. 3. 12 MRSA §6446, sub-§6, as enac ted by PL 1995, c. 568, 
§6, is amended to read: 

6. Petition for rule prohibited. A person may not petition 
38 the commissioner pursuant to Title 5, section 8055 for the 

adoption or modification of a rule for a lobster management zone 
40 established under this section that regulates the number of 

lobster traps fished and the time periods allowed for complying 
42 wi th that number, the number of lobster traps allowed on a trawl 

aHaL the time of day when lobster fishing may occur and the 
44 number of Class Ie Class II and Class III license holders who may 

fish a majority of their lobster traps in a zone. 
46 

Sec. 4. 12 MRS A §6447, sub-§5, 1f1fB and C, as enacted by PL 
48 1995, c. 468, §8, are amended to read: 

50 B. The number of lobster traps allowed on a trawl; aHa 

52 C. The time of day when lobster fishing may occurT; and 
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2 

4 
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18 
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22 

Sec. 5. 12 MRSA §6447, sub-§5, ~D is enacted to read: 

D. The number of Class I, Class II and Class III license 
holders who may fish a majority of their lobster traps in a 
zone, provided that: 

(1) The number is equal to the number of license 
holders who, as of December 31st of the first full 
calendar year in which the zone was operational, 
designated that zon~_ as their declared lobster zon~£ 

(2) The number __ is less than or equal to __ ~Oo'o 
reduction from the number of license holders who, as of 
December 31st of the first full calendar~ in which 
the zone was operational-L.---gesignate.iL.that zon~ as their:. 
declared lobster zone. The reduction must be achieved 
over_. time by attrition. For the purposGs of this 
secti_on, "attrition" means the failure of a _~Ll:?_On tQ 
renew. a license or the renewal of a license __ 1!J2Q1L whiQ..h 
a person designates a different zone. as that person' s 
declared lobster zone. 

24 Sec. 6. 12 MRSA §6447, sub-§7, ~B, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

468, §S, are amended to read: 

B. Declared on a license application at the time of 
obtaining a Class I, Class II or Class III license that zone 
g.§. the zone in which the person fl:FeaElmill.all.t±:y--l:iaFvests 
±9asteFs fishes a majori ty of that Person' s lobster traps. 
For the purposes of this subsection, a person may declare 
only one zone as the zone in which the person pFeaElmill.all.t±y 
l:ia:Fvests-±Elaste:Fs fishes a ~ajority of that person's lobster 
trap1?. 

Sec. 7. 12 MRSA §§6448 to 6450 are enacted to read: 

38 §6448. ~ishing in limited harvesting lobster zones 

40 It is unlawful for a ~rson who holds a Class I.L Clas:::;-----.lL_Q.:r 
Class III lobster and cr-ab fishing license to fish a majority_~ 

42 that person' s lobster traps _ in a limited harvestin9'-l-obster zone 
unless_that -per.§.Q.:Q,--'-_li licen:;;_~ indicates that zone as...J:haL.~s_on· ~ 

44 declared lobster zone. 

46 §6449. Choosing limited harvesting lobster zone as declared 
lobster zone 

48 
Th.e commissioner may not allow.---SL-Person who ho)ds a Clas~ 

50 Class ~r Class III lobster and crab fishing license to choose 
as that person' s declared lobste-L----Aone~_ limi ted harv~sting 

52 lobster zone unless that pers.Q.n: 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

A. Possessed in the grior licensing year a Class I, Class 
II or Class III lobst~r and crab fishing license that 
designated that limited harvesting lobster zone as that 
gerson's declared lobster zoneL~L 

B. Is authorized by the commissioner as a new zone entrant 
in accordance with section 6450. to designate that limited 
harvesting lobster zone as that person's declared lobster 
zone. 

12 §6450. New zone entrants into limited harv~sting lobster zones 

141. License .~ication. A person who wishes to be a ne"." 
zone entrant. into a limited harvestimL-lobster zone must indicate 

16 on that gerson's Class 1, Class II or Class III lobster and crab 
fishing license agplication a greference to desi.gnate that zone 

18 p.lL.-the .'person' s declared lobster zone. The commissioner shall 
stamp each lobster and crab fishing license that 'contains a ne,,{ 

20 zone entrant r.~_@est with the time and date of l';lubmission. 

22 2. Authori.~<!tion of new zone entrants. The commissioner 
§1:LalL_-.9.uthorize new zone entrants for a limited harvesting 

24 lobster zone if _.the.. number of license holders in the licensing 
Eg..L-_2_yearlL.J;:)efore the current licensi~ear who designated 

26 that zone as th~ir declared lobster zone is less than the limit 
establi.shed for that. zone-.ill1der ___ section 6446, subsection L 

28 QQrag_raplL.G~ 

30 3. Number of auUIorized ~Y,!tsts. The total number of 
Quthori~ed new zone entrant ... xeguests in a licensing.-year_.1ll.QY-..1lot 

32 exceed the -l2.Qsitive number derived from the followin'y-~guation: 

T~ __ pumeri~gl_limits established for that zone under section 
34 644.Q.L subsection 2 I J2..aragraph G minus the number of license 

holders in the lic.ensing year 2 years before the curren.t 
36 licensing year who desig.nated that zone as their declared lobster 

E.one. 
38 

40 

42 

.1-"-_____ Reguests granted _ in . chronological 
.commiss.ioner shall....2J!.t..b.or1.1Ie new zone en.trants in 
o~er of.reguests_receiv~~dex_~bi~~~ction. 

order. The 
chronolog..i.G..al 

~_!'lew zone entrant reguest denial. If the commissioner 
44 .Q.enie.~1L..new zone entrant request L the applicant may choose as 

thgL_J?SLrson's designated zone the zone so designated in the 
46 QLevio1eUi. __ licensing year on that person's Class I, Class II or 

Class III lobster and crgb fishing license. 
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2 
SUMMARY 

4 
This bill allows a lobster management zone council to 

6 recommend rules to the Commissioner of Marine Resources to limit 
the number of people who may fish a majority of their lobster 

8 traps in a zone. It also gives the Commissioner of Marine 
Resources authority to adopt those rules. The rules may limit 

10 the number of people who may fish a majority of their traps in a 
zone to a number that is less than or equal to a 20'1-0 reduction 

12 from the number of lobster and crab fishing license holders who, 
as of December 31st of the first full calendar year in which the 

14 zone was operational, designated that zone as their declared 
lobster zone. The bill also provides a method for allowing new 

16 zone entrants to fish a majority of their traps in a limited 
harvesting lobster zone when the number falls below the capped 

18 amount. 
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