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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1463 

H.P.1046 House of Representatives, March 11, 1997 

An Act to Regulate Camp Lot Leases. 

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SIROIS of Caribou. 
Cosponsored by Senator PARADIS of Aroostook and 
Representatives: BROOKS of Winterport, CLARK of Millinocket, DESMOND of Mapleton, 
O'NEAL of Limestone, SKOGLUND of St. George, STANLEY of Medway, VIGUE of 
Winslow, Senator: MICHAUD of Penobscot. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 33 MRSA c. 42 is enac ted to re ad: 
4 

6 
CAMP L9T LEASES 

8 

10 
As used in _this chapter, unless .~he ._cont§xt~bgx:.wis~ 

12 m.d i c a t~he follow i n-R te rm s_-11.9 ve_J;J:~.SLJJ)J-.l9_w i ~!1J"lli11i-,-

14 ~ CaIn-p-_lot. _ "C<lffil? lot"_ln~a~9----l2£1._rcel _Q_f lanQL-~re::Li2X 

19§s i.n.~i.~J;-,. that is used Q.r occupied or _,Ls--.gevelop~Lth... devJ)ted, 
16 intended _or._~rmi tted to. be used or occwed ~.J? __ <l_. se..asonal.L 

.recrea,ti.on~eside_~~~ll.::-time r.~sidenc.t;1_.i~:Q __ a.n area 
18 normally associated with seasonal .. LecJ;:Sl_9t i 9_llill as:tiJZ'i.tLe.9 .. ,-

20 b.......1ajx market _val1!..e_" _.~Fai~.Jna~ke.t."'yaJJJ...e.~~ __ meanL.t.he ..£ImQ.unt 
of mo ney tha t _SL.12.!li . .9has e r w i 11.i.D.~ b u t no t o.b 1 i9.<;LQL--.t.Q .. _:Q2Y_ an 

2 2 .i n te r e sLiu_J anQ...J'1'Qul d pay an Q}\TneL.J'l.i 11 iDSL-__ Qllt...!l.Q..k .. _o b 1 i g~cL._tJ) 
s e.l..L __ .Lt.L.....t&H: i ng into cons ide r at.iQlL.£~!J...s..£tL.t.Q . ...}\T.hi cJL_t.h!:L.I.9.1HI_i.s 

24 adQP. te.9 0 r m i gh tin rea son ~....Ql2ill e Q.L..._!nlt._Do t .j.H.Q.l.udin9...-.!J...§.!;LS 
.that are not permi.tt.ft<LQyJaw o:r;:...J;>.Y-..tbe terms oj: tl:l&..l-...e.£\'2.~ 

26 
.~_._ .. _.L.~;;lse_" _ .. _.-'-~L@ a.sg.'.'._..Jl1e ap S_g_ .. _.Q.QP vey anc e._ .. Q.t:_J and_9J._..2X\ 

28 int..eKes~i.n lq.ng.~ a fee simpJ"'§._.9.l'J:n~..r..i'1.J?._J§.§..sor ....9.L_RL-.a 19.s.see. 
or sub 1 e sse e as. s.ub 1 e s 1:LQ.L-.t.Q_MY-l'..e..r s 9.!LJ..1.L.....CO nl' ide r ati o!L..QL_i;l 

30 £~_t1lrn_Q.f._ rent or oth.~r. recompense .;[QL~£I]l-I!leasure.g __ e..rom .. ...t.hQ 
i ni t i al._Q a te ...Qi._t:.he convey anc§ . ....QL __ 5_y_e.9 r s 0 LJTI_Q_I§.Li.n.Q.J.u..Qi.n(;L.<L!J..Y 

32 per iods f.<2L_whic.h the lease __ 1Jl9.Y~_~x.t_ended __ 9.L_.£e.newe.Q_.9.t...J;J1e 
QJ21._.i9..n..of th~_J,.essee '. 

34 
4 • Lessee ". ':J,e s.~ me anlL . ..i:illy-"pe r s OlL...tQ._ whom ._.Lg.!J...Q __ . is 

36 1 ea,.s ed----.9nd __ th~~s s ~..s.....he i r S.L---.S.JlC ce s_s 0 r .Q.'--.l e9.p._L....Le~s e_nta t i ve.s 
and assigns. 

38 
~.,,-_LessCLt;:._. _ .. .'.:..Lessor'~.meq.ns_.Jlll"y~erso.rr. wh.Q..~ase.s......la..!ld_ to 

40 p'no the L_an~L..t.b§_l e s so L_s._hSLi r s l._.J? uc c e.s.~'i.Qr~J.§.g;;.~_X.QQ.Le§.e n tat i ve s 
and as signs!. 

42 

44 
]'h .\.8..._.c hill2.t.~ r _2.l?12lliJL_t..Q_Q.IL.lg as e s __ 9_L.c.9lJl1l....J,.9_t:,.s_gK~c u t.~Q.L. 

4 6 Lenew~d OL.~_i:lt.en9.ed 9.ft...es the. eft e('~t.i ve date _Qf....thi.s . ...sectioA ... 

48 Notwithstandi.n.Q........QllY. term_L __ cQ.ndi.tion or pIovisiQIJ.. . ...iJl_9._ leas§. 
to th e __ .GQ!l t rSl.r.Y-'--._.th e_.I~ s s. e e ._Qf ___ \'L_.c.QI]l.I> __ 1.Qt.. h a s __ 9.11_9.L_t.b e _ r ight.s. 

50 enumer9J;.ed in this chapteL~ 

52 §2003. Term of leas~ 
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2 The term of a lease of a ca!DJL lot executed after the 
effective date of this section m~ot be less than 5 years. 

4 
§2004. Extension of lease 

6 

.~~xtenJii9n. DurinJl-.1,.he term of a lease, the lessee has 
8 th~ight._~xtgnd. the lease term for an additional 5 years 

~inning on the first day of the month in which the lessee gives 
10 wr i tten notice to the lessor of intention to extend subject to 

the followin9-----QQnd:i..tiom;~ 

12 

14 

16 

18 

~~. At the time the right to e~tend the lease is exercised, 
,!;J2L1lnexpire~~xm_Qt the lease is less than 1 year; and 

B. The lessee is not . then in default in QnY_L~lll1ect undex 

~_J:,ease_!:gntaLfe~_.I!L.J:~vell_._c.ase of an extension .JJ.n@x 
20 lJ}j~~~t.i.Q!h...j:.he.annual le.as~ rent9 ___ ;Lmust --.l;lj~_l;>_ftsed on the faix. 

ma~~~~va~ll~~~ the land as determined~L 
22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

13_. __ Arbi tr.£.tion_.in. .. 2~cordance w.it]). Title 14, .. chaptec2QQ.L if 
the ..le~iiQ~.and the lessee fail to reach an agreement .. at 
1e a s t.-2.CL_\i~Yli---l:>_e_t_QS_e th~_~.QmI)1_e n c e me n t 0 f th t;L. e X..t&LtLs i O!h 

Lle~~~J;l,_.£af[)~._lQL maY_--l2-LQY_LQ_e_for annual increases in 
32 th..-SL_amount sLf--.----rent--'-__ Annugl_inIT.eases may not exceed a .Q.ercentage 

equal to tJ:1SL aveJ~ an.Dual j.nQ.~a§.e_. in valuation of residential 
3 4 QX . .QP-~Lty __ i!L_tJ1~_.1!.norgani zed te rr i tOll- as de.te :OJl.ined annuaJJ,y~-y 

the State Tax Assessor. 
36 

38 
1-_, __ ._f"j.n;~_QP-tion._ ... 1LLee_ .. s_.i.mJ21e owner. of a camp lot tJnder a 

40 lease may not §.ell the _"l~£..se.9.-lQt fee ... j,]}_t~rest .. to-.the_JQt to aqy 
3rd-1'art.y_.ynless the fee SiI~ owner has first g_.:Lven ~itten 

4 2 .1 0 -.Q-ill' .----11Qti~_~._glEL.J;JlsL f i.L§.t----ill2-t i O!Lt.9----1U!.I c has e ... ~. f air lnM k e t 
y.alu~~the leQ...se~.,--

44 
.~_At option .of leJ;see. Each lease must contain a 

4 6 p . .LQ..y_L~.iQlL.J?..SL:un itt iD-..g-.the _;L~s e e t.Q ___ ---12-11XC.P a s e t.he camp lo_t __ a L . .the 
e xp ira tLQ~..Q.i .. _ . ..t.b~ ______ ..le as e_~ ____ ~--llli-s:~~ mu t ualk--agr eed . to 

48Q.fLtl:Le.e.J)_J,;ht;L~ssee and ._the_1~ssor .Q.r..L.----.i~greement can not be 
xeache.Q, at the fair market value of the property determined in 

50 accordance with Title lL_chapter 70fLL 

52 
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SUMMARY 
2 

This bill establishes conditions for the leasing of camp 
4 lots executed, extended or renewed after the effective date of 

the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 33, chapter 42. Leases must be 
6 for 5 years and be renewable at the option of the lessee. The 

lessee may purchase the camp lot at the expiration of the lease 
8 or, if the lessor sells the camp lot, the lessee must have the 

first option to purchase the camp lot at fair market value. The 
10 bill limits rental increases on camp lots to the average 

percentage in increase in the valuation of residential property 
12 in the unorganized territory. 
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