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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No. 1451 
------------. 

H.P.1034 House of Representatives, March 11, 1997 

An Act to Encourage the Planning and Implementation of Municipal 
Ordinances Concerning Bicyclists and Pedestrians. 

Reference to the Committee on Transportation suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative GIERINGER of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Senator CLEVELAND of Androscoggin and 
Representatives: BIGL of Bucksport, CROSS of Dover-Foxcroft, FISHER of Brewer, 
FRECHETTE of Biddeford, LAYTON of Cherryfield, O'NEAL of Limestone, PINKHAM of 
Lamoine, SIROIS of Caribou. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 23 MRSA §4210 is enacted to read 
4 

§4210. Pedestrian and bicycle access facilitie~L~---,,-_g_rant 
6 PIQID;:aIn 

8 1. Creation of :2!"ogr«:ml~_The _ Department 0;[ TraillU1.ortatioIh 
within ~ars of the effective da~f __ this _ section,_--1ipall 

10 design and implement, by rul~£~rant p£Q9Iam to awarQ_funds_~o 

a municipali~hat has adopted a -p.ec1estri_an and J2.i~ycle._.~cces§. 
12 faci l.i ties pI an cons is tent ~i th state 1 aws .... ---'IlliL._illa~lt_.~n~·_Qrd§. 

)llust_~_ funded by the Civil Traffic V.i,olation Fund_kLe.ated in 
14 subse~tion 3. 

16 ~._.R...lan . requirements. ~.~striaI1 and biQy_cl~acces§ 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

iacilitie~lan must include, at a minimum: 

A. Adequate infrastructure and facilities .(.9l __ ~afe and 
.e f f i c i en t._ b i cyc 1 e and ..J2.S! de s t r i an __ Q.C C~_QJL.--liitJ1j_n. __ .t.b.e. 
municipality; 

B. Local site review ordinances that include biQycle~nd 

pe de sJ;...r i an ac c e.~ ev i ew .J:.QK_Q!!Y..---ill!_XL deve.l_Qpme n t ~[i..d 

3. Funding. 
ef:tective date of 
Violation Fund for 

The Secret_.Q_~---.S_tate , wi thin 3 years QL..th~ 

th iss e c t i 01h._ .. _Q..l:l-_aJ.~L....Qx_e a te the C i viJ __ T r .9_:tf i Q 
fines col1eded fQJ' vioJation Q~_iv_il traffi<;;. 

4, Rul",.e""-",s .... , __ -"R",u""l,,-,e,,..,s,,-' _ adopted purfi1Uill.t_~thilL_ seQJ~l.9n_ are 
routine technical rules pursuant to_~tlsL_.2_,---chQ,I?t.S!~_11~ 

subch(:l,pter II-A. 

Sec. 2. 29·A MRSA §2056, sub§4, as enac ted by PI. 1993, c. 
38 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

40 4. Pedestrians in crosswalks. When traffic-control. devices 
are not in operation, an operator must yield the right-of-way to 

42 a pedestrian crossing within a crosswalk wl1en--t.--he--pe-d-e.s--t;-r-i-an·-is 
8n- t.h.e- -same- .fl-a.--l.f-.w- -t-he- -wa:y- -o-r- -app-r-o-a-c-h-i-ng- ---&G- -01-e-s-e-1-y -as- -1;,9 -Be - in 

44 Elan~e~. 

46 Sec. 3. 29-A MRS A §2056, sub-§4-A is enacted to read: 
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4-A. Pedestrians in ~ntersection. When traffic-control 
2 devices ~.re ----1lot in operation,. an operator must ---yii1~s;L the 

right-of-wa~~i;Lpede_strian on ~ubJic w..ll-§t arLjnte~2ection. 
4 

Sec. 4. 29-A MRSA §2056, sub-§6, ~'IB and C, as enacted by PI, 
6 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to 

read: 
8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

B. Cross an intersection diagonally, unless authorized by 
official traffic-control devices; SF 

C. Suddenly leave a curb or other place of safety and walk 
or run into the path of a vehicle that is so close that it 
is impossible for the operator to yield·rL9r 

Sec. 5. 29-A MRSA §2056, sub-§6, ~D is enacted to read: 

18 I2 . .L_J:;X_~~ __ ~_J2JJ.b U.s:.: wa,y 0 th_~ th.an_~Y __ IJ_~i ng ~ c r Q1i9_1i£~~j,J'_Q 
crosSWalL_&_l,9ca.ted wi thin 100 feet of the location where. 

20 th~edestrian_i~ crossin~ 

22 Sec. 6. 29-A MRS A §2063, sub-§9 is enacted to read: 

2 4 ~Acces:L_ to_ public Jay. __ ~ __ 1JL\Lni <:: ipal ity may not prohibi t 
bicycles from any~ic way. 

26 
Sec. 7. 29-A MRSA §2084, sub-§l, ~~B and C, as enacted by PI, 

28 1993, c. 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, are amended to 
read: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

B. A red reflector to the rear that is visible at least 200 
feet to the rear; aad 

C. Reflector strips on the pedals and handlebarsTl and 

Sec. 8. 29-A MRSA §2084, sub-§l, ~D is enacted to read: 

J2~lJJ.9J~scep.t rE;lLl~ctor _MXiJ2s worn by th~QJ~!ilsl.tor ~n the 
ba£Lof thsLnL~DL2J~_ the_ operat;&r-, 

Sec. 9. 38 MRSA §485-A, sub-§l-D is enacted to read: 

l,~ BicY--c1e and pedestrian_~~Ge~Ji,,-__ ---'J:'he AllU2§rtmenL shgl-.l 
44 adopt_LllLes thQ.L£lliluire a com!nerciaJ or retail __ mall deyeloper_ to 

QrovidiL cleall¥--'Lisiple pedestrian _._1'LalJr1'LQy§ in all areas .l'Ll1sU:_8 
46 yghi_Clg~_QL~_---I;>..£eSent _ and to provid_e __ bicycJ,~_~cc~~~ __ ._~nd 

facili ties. Rules adopted . __ pursuanl: to this subsection are 
48 routine technical rules as deLined in _ Title 5, chapter 37~ 

subcha,PJ:er II-A. 
50 
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2 

4 

6 

This 
Statutes, 
require: 

SUMMARY 

bill amends certain provisions in the 
Title 29-A concerning pedestrians and 

Maine Revised 
bicycles that 

1. Motor vehicle operators to yield the right-of-way to a 
8 pedestrian on a public way at an intersection or a pedestrian 

crossing within a crosswalk; 
10 

2. Pedestrians to use a crosswalk if it is located within 
12 100 feet of the location at which the pedestrian is crossing; 

14 3. A bicyclist to wear on the back of the torso fluorescent 
reflector strips at all times when motor vehicles are required to 

16 display headlights; and 

18 4. A municipality to permit bicycles on a public way. 

20 This bill also requires the Department of Environmental 
Protection to adopt rules that require a commercial or retail 

22 mall developer to provide clearly visible pedestrian access in 
all areas where vehicles are present and to provide bicycle 

24 access facilities. 

26 This bill further requires the Department of Transportation 
to design and implement, by rule, a grant program to award funds 

28 to a municipality that has adopted a pedestrian and bicycle 
access facilities plan consistent with state laws. These plans 

30 must include, at a minimum, adequate infrastructure and 
facilities for safe and efficient bicycle and pedestrian access, 

32 a requirement that local site review ordinances include bicycle 
and pedestrian access review for new developments and clearly 

34 marked crossings for pedestrian access. 

36 In order to fund the grant program, this bill requires the 
Secretary of State to create the Civil Traffic Violation Fund for 

38 fines collected for violation of civil traffic infractions 
enforced by local or municipal officials. 
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