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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 4 MRSA c. 8 is enacted to read: 
4 

6 
MUNICIPAL COURT 

8 
§42l. Establishment 

10 
A municipality, either alone or with one or more other 

12 participatin~icipali ties, may establish a Municipal Court RY 
official act of each participating municipality' s __ legi~)ative. 

14 .Q_~ 

16 §422. Jurisdiction 

18 The Municipal Court has concurrenLjurisdiction with the 
District Court and Superior C:J:)Urt over all traffic in(ractions 

20 that are defined in a P.Q.rticipating municipality's ordinance. 
adopted under Title 29-A, section 557 and Title 30-A, section 

22 3009 ang that are enforced ~~.Jlllrticipatin--9:-1IL\l..nicipality' slaw 
enforcement officers. A citation or a summons pnd complaint 

24 issued for a violation o.f ___ £.. participatin9"- municipalili-'-s. 
ordinance must indicate the court in which the citation or 

26 summons and complaint will be filed. 

28 §423. MuniciRal Court Judges 

30 

32 

1. Selection. The municipal officers of the 
municipalities jointl~ shall employ one or more 
serve as Municipal Court Judges. 

Qarticipating 
attorneys to 

34 2. Qualifications. Municipal Court Judges must be 
attorne~ admitted to the bar of this State and in good standing. 

36 

3. Oath .. rules and ethics. Before_. taking .office, each 
38 MuniGipal Court JudJl!Lshall take the same oath administered to 

other judges in this State. Municipal Court Judges are.~rned 
40 by the r.ules of conduct and the cQge._~L:f--i.udiJ;:.l_<;tl ethics_~c;lQJllS!.Q 

~J:1L.Supreme Judicial Court. 
42 

44 

46 

48 

4. Corgpensation. 
provide compensation to 
.basis Q.r salary basis. 

Th~rticipatin9- municipalities shall. 
the Municipal Court Judges 9n an hourly 

§424. Facilitie~ and support ~taff 

1. Facilities. The ~ticipating municipalittes_sh9l.l. 
50 provide suitable facilities for the orderly processing of trpffic 

j,nfractiQns.,-
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2 2. Support staff. The participating municipalities shall 
provide adequate staff to support the work of the Municipal Court 

4 Jud~, 

6 Sil2S. Court session 

8 The Municipal Court Judges may hold court sessions when 
necessary, but not less than once a month. 

10 
.§426. Rules 

12 
The Maine Rules of Civil Procedure and t.he Maine Rules of 

14 Evidence apply to proceedings in the Municipal Court. 

16 Sil27. Appeals 

18 A par~rieved_Q::l- a decision of the Municipal Court mQy: 
~al to th~ Su~rior Court as if from a District Court decision. 

20 
.§42S. ProsecutQ.rs 

22 
The municipal officers of _,the participating municipalities 

24 ioi,ntl.:t- ,shall employ one or more attorneys to prosecute traffic 
infractions in the Munic~.1Lal_ Couj'."~ 

26 
§429. Municipal Court.,_fund 

28 
J.~......Mun,i.cipal CO_1JJ;:t,_fun~, The par,ticipatj,lliL municipali ties, 

30 §Jlall establish a Municipal Court fund. Notwithstanding all 
Q.th~L ___ ..l.£~ all fines collect~1J.der this chapter must be 

32 deposited in the Municipal Court fund. 

34 ~reasurer; ex~ndi.tures. The municipal officers of the 
participat.i..ll.SL-!Il-uniQi!;@..li ties j_QJntly shall employ a treasurer to 

36 admiJ1ister the Municipal Court fund and provide at least a 
quarterly accountiIl!L- The treasurer mgy make expenditures from 

38 the Munici£.QJ, Court f,und on.lY-.t.Q-l?Kovid~_:tor the Municipal Court. 

40 h __ ~~1!es~,_, Any excess ,in, the Municipal Court ,fund must be 
distr ibuted annually to the ~rticipating municipalities in an 

42 S!,qui table manner as determined b::l- the participating 
municil?9.liti~h 

44 

46 SUMMARY 

48 This bill authorizes one or more municipalities to establish 
a Municipal Court to handle traffic infractions established by 
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municipal ordinance. The municipalities may hire attorneys to 
2 serve as Municipal Court Judges. The municipalities must provide 

suitable facilities and support staff. Fines collected are to be 
4 deposited in a fund to pay for the costs of the Municipal Court. 

Any money in the fund after paying the expenses is distributed to 
6 the participating municipalities on an equitable basis. The 

Municipal Court Judges are governed by the bar rules and the code 
8 of judicial ethics adopted by the Supreme Judicial Court. The 

Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80F applies. Appeals may be 
10 made to the Superior Court. 
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