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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 2IRA MRSA §22, as enacted by PL 1985, c. 161, §6, is 
4 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

6 §22. Records and documents are publj_~exception for ballo~ 
and voter address 

8 
1. Public records. All lists, books, documents and records 

10 .L~ired to be prepared by or ._fi1ed with a public official are 
pubJ,ic records. Public records are QRen to public in-m2-ection 

12 during regular business hours vndeL_~roper protective regulations 
made~~he~ficialcharged with their custody. 

14 
2. Ballots. Ballots are not public records and may be 

16 inspected only in accordance with this Title. 

18 ~,,-__ ~ddress Q~ re9i-§1:cered_.voter. _ll'otw,i tllstg..J1dilliL-Subse('~iQn 
.:L-.9..J:td Title L ~~.c.tion 4~ .. iL_..&LL~stered voter submits to the 

20 registrg.r_!:L. s.i<,;uted statement that the voter has good reason to 
believe that the physica~fety of the voter or a member .of the 

22 voter's family residilliL~Lth the voter would be jeopardie~~_jf 

the voter~s add~~ere open to public ins~ection, that voter's 
24 address is not a ----.l?1!-bli~._X~QJ'd and the registrar shall. exclude 

that voter's address from~bli,c insp~ion. The voter'S name, 
26 ,l?QJj,~ical._~_ affiliation and electoral division remain a 

l2-vbli~_. record. 'r'he_. voter's sworn state_ment is also a publiQ 
28 record. 

30 4. Disclosure of address. A voter's address that is 
excl uded frQ!IL.J21tblic inspec.tiQ.L.PJJ.LSuant to subsection 3 must be 

32 made available for public~ection by: 

34 A. A law .enfQLcement agency, if requested by that agency; or 

36 B. A person identified in a court order, if directed by 
that orqer. 

38 

40 SUMMARY 

42 This bill prohibits a voter registrar from allowing public 
inspection of a voter's address if the voter has signed a 

44 statement that the physical safety of the voter or a member of 
the voter's family residing with the voter is jeopardized by 

46 public disclosure of the address. The address must be disclosed 
to law enforcement authorities who request it and to persons 

48 specified in a court order. The voter's name, political 
affiliation, electoral district and the sworn statement would 

50 remain subject to public inspection. 

Page 1-LR0674(1) 




