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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1389 

H.P.997 House of Representatives, March 5,1997 

An Act to Allow Partially Consumed Bottles of Wine to be Taken from 
Restaurants. 

Reference to the Committee on Legal and Veterans Affairs suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative SAXL of Portland. 
Cosponsored by Senator DAGGETT of Kennebec and 
Representatives: BRAGDON of Bangor, FISHER of Brewer, PLOWMAN of Hampden, 
TRUE of Fryeburg, TUTTLE of Sanford, WATERHOUSE of Bridgton, Senator: MITCHELL 
of Penobscot. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec.!. 28·A MRSA §l051, sub-§§4 and 5 are enacted to read: 
4 

4. Partially consumeg __ pottles of wine. _~twithstanding 
6 subsection _~ any establishment lic~;nsed by , the Stat~_to~5!.-l,l 

wine 0 n the uemi.§.§.L11l9Y pe rm,i,J;,._.SLQ~X son w h~ha s -l?J!.LGhas ru;L~J).ll 
8 course meal t and purchased and partiallL consumed a botthL . .Qi: 

table wine with the meal, to remove the partially.~nsuJmed ~Qttle 
10 from t~remises upon departure, provided that the person is not 

visiblY .... intQxicated as providE;t<L.....i.lL secti_Q1L .... £2iL1L_'§1tbs,~ctioXL.2L 
12 Q.lli1 the bottle of table wine is removeo. and transported in _Q 

manner consistent with subsection 5. 
14 

5. Transporting partially consumed bottl~s. A parti.2.l.ly 
16 consumed bottle of table wine that is removed from the, __ ueml.§..es 

under subsection 4 must be secuu~,lL-.liltQJed and bag.g:e<:'L.....by,.... .... th~ 
18 licensee, either to be in cQ.nJ_orm_Q"nG.e wi th~.nY_ .... a:pllicQ"pl.sL..QJ2e:q 

.container law for those patrons, on f_oo..L....ill;:_t..r..Q..1)...lill9rt~ __ in.,_ .... t.pe 
20 ,t.runk of a m9tor_vehi.c::le. If tJl~:L .... y.ehicle i..s not_Qill!.l1212e<L~i.t.h_.Q 

.tX.Y..!1J.L...... the securely seal.ed opened. __ t.ab.J,e .... _wine ..Q~tt1.sL . ..Jllgy", ..... l?_~ 

22 transpocte .... <'Lj,l1 that cOITIQartm.en.Lofthe vehicle thg.J:_"ilL the_ .... le.i;l,J;>_t 
accessible to the driver. 

24 

26 SUMMARY 

28 This bill allows restaurant patrons to transport unfinished 
bottles of wine purchased at the restaurant from the premises. 

30 It requires that the wine must be ordered with a meal by patrons 
and the wine must be partially consumed on the premises. The 

32 purchaser may not be visibly intoxicated and the partially 
consumed bottle of wine must be resealed and bagged by the 

34 licensee. 
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