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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1381 

S.P.435 In Senate, March 5, 1997 

An Act to Provide Training in Sudden Infant Death Syndrome to 
Emergency Response Personnel. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator KILKELLY of Lincoln. 
Cosponsored by Representative MITCHELL of Portland and 

JOY 1. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: AMERO of Cumberland, DAGGETT of Kennebec, PARADIS of Aroostook, 
RAND of Cumberland, Representatives: KONTOS of Windham, MAYO of Bath, PIEH of 
Bremen, TOWNSEND of Portland. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §9001 sub-§3 is enacted to read: 
4 

3. Sudden infant death syndrome training. The _ Maine E'ire 
6 Training and Education Program must include the training cour:se 

developed by the De];@.rtment of Human S~rviQ~ ___ 1JIlco.er Ti tIe 2~_L 

8 section 5331. 

10 Sec. 2. 22 MRSA c.1479 is enacted to read: 

12 CHAPTER 1419 

14 TRAINING PROGRAMS 

18 The department. in consult_ation_~lth experli __ j.!LJ~JJ.e field of 
pudden infant death syndrome-.L.-shall. develop a trail1ing course 011 

20 1:he __ -.n.ature of sudden infant _Q.'§SLth __ liyndrome and tJ,1e handJ"iJ1lL.Q;h 
cases involv~ the sudden_ deaths of i:qfants. The ___ U...§.inirrg 

22 co u r s e is in t e nde d tp_be _-9i 'L~ll_tQ. __ 1 aW~rr;h9..Lc..emEtn t _....9_tj:j~c eL~L 
~me rge1J....QY--!J]SLdi c al se rv ice s pe r sons an_Q. ___ f i r~Ligh te.r.lL. 

24 
J-._ Trainees. The department sha;LL_.QQ.operj'}j;:5L __ \<LitlLJ;._he BOfl...IQ. 

26 of Trustees of the Maine_ Criminal Justice Acacl~my-,-_the ..E_memency 
Medical S!;g:yi_ce~_'_Board anlL_ the Presiden_t of the Maine T_~.chp.iQfl.l 

28 College System, or the~iQ.ent~ __ s designee, _J;o ensure that the 
training course meets the neeo.~LQf the trainee..s_"-

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. Inform trainees of the nature of _sudden infant death 
$yndrome, including its signs and ~i.cal __ ~istor~ 

h ____ Include information on commul1.i.tY--res.9ur.Q.~avaiJ.aQ_l~_.J;Q 

aGsist families and child car:sL.Providersi and 

C. Include guidelines and procedures to be followed in 
inves.t.iga tip-9-9 r re sponding~~as e.s-.invo ly ing __ .QJ!Qden __ inf an t 
death syndrome. 

3. Review. The department shal~eriod.ical.lY __ Jevie\<L... and 
44 mOdifi the training course curriculum in consultation with the 

Board of Trustees of the Maine Criminal __ ~stic.!L..MaQ~_---.l:;.he 
46 Emergency Medical Services' Board and the President of the Maine 

Technical College System. 
48 

4. Fees. The. dep_artIJ1~_D.t_mi;l.~har-g.e._i'LJee----.tQ_-.l.ndi vid~jl.l 
50 trainees to cover the cost of in~_truction and training,-
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

Sec. 3. 25 MRSA §2804-C, sub-§6 is enacted to read: 

6. Sudden infant death syndrome trai"'n"'i""n""g ........ __ -"'B"'a'-"s"-'l=-· "'c_t""'-r--"a'-"i~n~l=-· n~g 
xeguirements under this section include the training course 
developed by the _Department of Human Services under Title __ 1-L 
se_~tio_n 5321-,-

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §85, sub-§5 is enacted to read: 

5. Sudden infant death syndrome training. Minimum 
12 re_g~ir_ements for initial licensing and relicensing under this 

section inc1 ude the training_ course developed by the Department 
14 of Human Services_ under Title 22, section 5331. 

16 
SUMMARY 

18 
This bill requires a training course in sudden infant death 

20 syndrome as part of the Maine Fire Training and Education Program 
administered by the President of the Maine Technical College 

22 System. as a basic training requirement for law enforcement 
officers to be administered by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy 

24 and as part of the minimum licensing and re1icensing requirements 
for emergency medical services persons. The bill requires the 

26 Department of Human Services to develop the course. 
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