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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3906-B, sub-§§l and 2, as enacted by PL 1991, 
4 c. 779, §9, are amended to read: 

6 1. Dog 1icensing 1aws. The commissioner shall carry out 
the dog licensing laws and furnish to municipalities all license 

8 blanks~~icker~ and tags. 

10 2. Animal Welfare Fund. The commissioner shall deposit all 
license fees received pursuant to chapters +;I,9 r 721, 723 r -::J:J,§ 

12 and +4~ 735 in a separate account established by the Treasurer of 
State and known as the Animal Welfare Fund. This account does 

14 not lapse, but continues from year to year. The commissioner 
shall pay from the Animal Welfare Fund the expense of furnishing 

16 blanks~~t~ckers and tags, travel expenses and salaries for 
necessary personnel, payments to _i2,It!ma1 shelters and expenses 

18 incurred in the administration of this Part. 

20 Sec. 2. 7 MRSA §3906u B, sub-§4, as amended by PIo 1993, c. 468, 
§2, is further amended to read: 

22 
./}. Training and certification of anima1 cont.ro1 officers. 

24 The commissioner shall develop a program to train animal control 
officers. This program must include training in investigation of 

26 complaints of cruelty to peE animals, training in response to 
calls concerning animals suspected of having rabies and training 

28 in enforcement of dog licensing laws and rabies immunization 
laws. The commissioner shall certify all animal control officers 

30 who complete the training program aBEl--a-l-,l--p-e-F-&B-RS-whe--have--BeeB 
emp±eyea-~~~~-~~~-~-&Re-eapaeiEy-e~-~~-~nt~~~-&~~i&&F-~eF 

3 2 a--pe-r~--o-d- -e-~ - -0£-e- -ye-a-l"-- e£-~- -pFieF - ~-o- -t-Re - €~-f€-€-t-iv€--d-at-€- -e ~ 
ERis-sHBseeEieB. 

34 
Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §3906-B, sub n §6, as enacted by PL 1991, c.779, 

36 §9, is amended to read: 

38 6. Inspections. The commissioner shall inspect licensed 
facilities as provided in chapters +±9r 723 and +4~ 735. 

40 
Sec. 4. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§8, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 

42 §1, is further amended to read: 

44 8. Boarding kenne1. "Boarding kennel" means any place, 
building, tract of land or abode in or on which ~~ more 

46 privately owned dogs or other pets, or both, are kept for their 
owners in return for a fee. 

48 
Sec. 5. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§8-A, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 

50 §2, is further amended to read: 
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8-A. Breeding kennel. "Breeding kennel" means a kennel 
2 operated for the purpose of breeding or buying, selling or in any 

way exchanging dogs QL-Qats for value that exchanges more than 16 
4 dogs or 16 cats in a 12-month period. 

6 Sec. 6. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§12-C is enacted to read: 

8 12-C. Dog. "D~ mea-.!lS a member of the genus and species 
kflown as canis familiaris. 

10 
Sec. 7. 7 MRS A §3907, sub-§lS-A, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 

12 468, §5, is amended to read: 

14 IS-·A. Livestock. "Livestock" means dome...sticated cattle, 
horses, sheep, goats, donkeys, swine, deer, fowl, rabbit~ or 

16 other domesticated animals ~f-~Re-~£~ma~£-~~~~-~-~&&G-ey-a 
eemmeF-e~a±-EaF-meF-. 

18 
Sec. S. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§20, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 

20 §3, is amended to read: 

22 20. Mutilate. "Mutilate" ~ae±1::1E!esr-:e'\;l~--i-G--no-t--1-i-ffii-j:.e.G-Eer 

e 1::1 t t ~ af3 - -t.fle- -bone-,- -ffi~s-e-1-e-& - €I l' - -t e£B:€l££- -of- -t-he- - t ai ± - -e.f-- -a--~ F-s-G- - E e l' 
2 4 tl:l.e .. -p-tH:' -p0-&e- -e f. - .{i.o.€-k-i~ -e-F- - £e-t-t-i £'3"- -up- - ~Re- -t-a-i-1- - aa€l. - -o-r-opp·i-ng- - e le 

e1::1ttinf3- -e-f-f-- -t.-he-- e-a-£- -Elf.- -a--~ - ia- -wl:l:s1-e--o-r- --i£- -palet means to 
26 maUcio.1t~-.in:Lure or disfigure by .irreparabl,y, damagin..9'._-.!?ody 

lllli'.ts. 
28 

Sec. 9. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§22-A, as amended by PL 1993, c. 
30 657, §7, is repealed. 

32 Sec. 10. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§22-B, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 
351, §I, is amended to read: 

34 
22-B. Pet. "Pet" means a dog, cat or other domesticated 

36 animal commonly kept ~a--a--l:l.s1::1sel:l.e±€l. by an individual as a 
companion, but does not include tamed animals that are ordinarily 

38 considered wild animals or livestock. 

40 Sec.H. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§25·B, is enacted to read: 

42 25-]!" TreJU!ass,,--_~respass" means the entrance or presence 
of a livestock animal on the ~roperty of a person other than the 

44 an im.<;l. I , s owner or keeper without the pe:(mission of the property 
owner. 

46 
Sec. 12. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§26-A, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

48 490, §5, is amended to read: 

50 26-A. Unorganized territory. "Unorganized territory" means 
all areas located wi thin the j ur isdiction of the State, except 

52 areas located within organized cities and towns, and Indian 
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2 
reservations. 
plantations. 

"Unorganized territory" aees--ll€rt:--inel1:H:le includes 

4 Sec.B. 7 MRSA §3907, sub-§30, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 409, 

6 

8 

§2, is amended to read: 

30. Wolf 
regardless of 
interbreeding of 

hybrid. "Wolf hybrid" means any canine, 
generation, that has resulted from the 
a dog and a wolf ~a dog an_g~1lY other wild 

10 .canine. 

12 

14 

Sec. 14. 7 MRSA §3908, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, §3, is 
repealed. 

Sec. 15. 7 MRS A §3909, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, §6, is 
16 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

18 §3909. Enforcement 

20 ~Attorney General and DiJ.trict Attornen.....--'\i,l:H~_n!;7..Yec~ 

~_rson_ has engaged in or is ab..out to engQq.t;L.Jn_£n_act...._or--l!_racJ;;ic .. e. 
22 that constitutes a violation of this Ac~ a rule a90pt~ur§~~_Qt 

to this Act gr a condition o~ an order, license Qr permit 
24 ~roved~-L-®..cision issued bL-the_commi.l1j)iolJ,~....£....-I1Jl:r;~uan_L to .. thL~ 

Act, or that con~ti tutes a violation of chapte.L....I1.2.......Q.L-l~i t_J-JL_~ 

26 chapt!li......fl~e Attorney Generpl or a Dist .. rict Attorney, at t .. he 
request of the commi ssioner , may- insti tut..e.......QLQ..ceed-lng..s before .... t_he 

28 !2Jstrict Court .. QL~Q§..rior Court for an order enjoinin9- those 
acts or practices, an order .. 9ir!;LG..tin9'.~IIll2-lianQ~or j.mposi.~...Q 

30 civil or criminal penalty, OL..-9~ombination of these actions, 
as provided by law. Upon a showing by the commissioner that the 

32 person .. has _.Jill.9'.Q..gru;l.. or~_about __ ~eng9.illL- in suGh.... .. an.....£CL....Qr 
pract_i~ the court may -----9J'ant __ a permanent or teT[l--PQ..r.ary 

34 ~njunction, restraining orde:r; or other order as appropriate. 

36 2. Designate_Lemployees_ of the department. For ...,Jlllrposes of 
prosecution under this section, the commissioner may autho_:r; __ i_~..§. 

38 humane agents and a state veterinarian to serve civil proc_es...§. 
pursuant to the Maine Rules of Civil Procedure, Rule 80H and any 

40 other applicable rules of court. The commissioner_ may authorize 
humane agents or a state veterinarian to represent the department 

42 in District Court in the prosecution of civil violations of these 
laws. Certification of the humane age n __ t s and a state 

44 veterinarian for this purpose is as provided under Title 30-A, 
section 42~ subsectiQ1L.. 2. Once certified, prosecution by the 

46 humane agent or a state veterinarian may seek civil penalties as 
provided by law as well as a permanent or temporary injunQ.tion, 

48 restraining order or other equitable relief as the court finds 
appropriate. 

50 
Sec. 16. 7 MRS A §3912, as amended by PL 1993, c. 657, §12, is 

52 further amended to read: 
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2 §3912. Disposition of dogs at large 

4 An animal control officer or person acting in that capacity 
shall seize, impound or restrain a dog found in violation of 

6 section 3911 and deliver it to an animal shelter as provided for 
in section 3913, subsection 2-·A, or Baa±± may take the dog to its 

8 owner, if known. If ownership can not be established, such 
animals may be handled as stray animals for the purposes of 

10 acceptance by an approved animpl shelter. 

12 

14 

16 

Sec. 17. 7 MRSA §3913, as amended by PL 1995, c. 268, §1, is 
further amended to read: 

§3913. Procedure for stray dogs 

:1 ... - - -Fe-r-s-ons. -;f iBSiB,,}- -6-t-i."-ily- -doqs ... - - -A- -pEH'·s-e-a - -t-i-fl.a-i-fl~- -a- - s ~1' ay 
18 a9(3 - -and- -t:;.a-k-i-~ - €€Hi~·H:I.-1- -Q.;fi .. - taat-~ -s-:A:a1-1- - -t-a-k-e- -t;ha.t;. - e.e~-- -t-o- - i t B 

ewne l' - -1-f- - Jm.ew-fl- -G·F·r--i..f--tae - ·-o-Wn-&r- - -is-··no-t;.- -k-fl-9-W-fl--,- -t::e- - -t-he- -anima;!, 
20 sae±teI'-aesi~natea-By-tae-munieipa±ity-in-wHieR-tHe-ae~-was-EeunaT 

22 2-A. Animal shelter. An animal shelter, as defined in 
section 3907, to which a stray dog is taken shall accept the dog 

24 for a period of 6 days unless the shelter is in quarantine or has 
a bona fide lack of adequate space. The acceptance entitles the 

26 animal shelter to receive from the department the sum of $4 a day 
for the period for which food and shelter are furnished to the 

28 dog. An animal shel ter may refuse to accept dogs from 
municipalities not contracting with that .Q!Limal_ shelter. 

30 
3. Claims; fees. The procedure for filing claims and 

32 calculating fees is as follows. 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. On the business day next following the date of 
acceptance of the dog t_hat i~tc..._ deliver_eiLJ2.Y-an. __ j3.njmal 
s;;,on..t.,ro1 office,I., the animal shelter shall notify the e±eFlii 
animal control_Q.t'.i.icer of the respective municipali ty of the 
acceptance of the dog, its description and the circumstances 
of its finding. 

B. An animal shelter that accepts a dog under this section, 
within 45 days of acceptance of the dog, shall submit a 
claim on a department-approved form to the e±8Flf--o-f.--tJ'l.e 
Fespeetive--munieipa±ity department for fees incurred in 
providing food and shelter and T --1:l-j?B-fl--ve-r-i....[:..i-Ga-t--i-on--G-E--pFepeF 
net i f i eat;ien- -a-B-d- -.fle-l4i-ng- -pe1'iea-- --by- --t-he-- -e±81'lii T the animal 
shelter shall forward a copy of the claim to the aepaI'tment 
clerk of the UUill-ect.ive.....m:unic.ipality. 

the 6-day period, the 
upon payment of all 

in subsection 2-A, the 

C. If the owner claims the dog within 
owner may have and receive the dog 
department-approved fees as provided 
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2 

4 

6 

municipal impoundment fee and actual fees incurred for food, 
shelter, veterinary care and any other fees required by this 
chapter for each day that the dog has been sheltered, 
provided that the dog is licensed in accordance with chapter 
721. 

4. Ownership of dog. Upon expiration of the 6-day period, 
8 ownership of the dog is vested in the animal shelter. The animal 

shelter may then: 
10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

A. Sell or give away the dog, but not to a research 
facility, if a license is first obtained in accordance with 
chapter 721; or 

B. Otherwise dispose of the dog humanely in accordance with 
Title 17, chapter 42, subchapter IVT--if--a--¥&&e~ina~iaB 

eete~miBes-~~-~Re-~-~£--&&&-~dopt~~-aae-~~-i±±Be6s. 

Except. as provided in this section, an anima1 shelter must 
hold a dog at least 8 days before euthanasia. 

Notwithstanding this subsection, ownership of a dog 
purposes of adoption is immediately vested in a an a_nimgl, 
if the £nimal shelter makes a determination that the 
obviously abandoned. An obviously abandoned dog does not 
a dog roaming at. large. 

for the 
shelter 
dog is 
include 

An animal shelter shall establish and collect fees for reclaimed 
28 or adopted animals to offset costs of keeping a dog beyond 6 days. 

30 

32 

None of the proceeds 
or other disposition 
claimed. 

obtained from the sale, donation, 
of the dog may be deducted from 

adoption 
the fee 

34 Notwithstanding subsection 3, paragraph C, the previous owner may 
reacquire the dog at any time prior to its sale, donation or 

36 disposal upon payment of the municipal impoundment fee and actual 
fees incurred for food, shelter, veterinary care and any other 

38 fees required by this chapter for each day that the dog has been 
she1tered. In this case, no fee may be allowed by the department.. 

40 
5T--EQ~aBa6~~~~-~~~F-iBjaFed-de~6T--A-¥e~e£iRa~iBB-may 

42 a HtRe ~ i Be - -iR- W-£~~~Rq- -etl.-t.£-a-fl-a-6-ia- -o-f- --a---&~ ~r- -in j-aF-€-d --ae~ -- ~e ee ivee 
.sy - --t-h€- -¥e-E-e-F-i-naF-i-an,- - .81'- --a- -Ramane -- -aqB-fl-t.- -0{"- -.sy - -a-fl- -all-HR-a-l- - sHe;), te ~ 

44 witHiB-tHe-StBte-iE+ 

46 AT - - Fe£~1'-e-i~£~- £-Eltt-££- -ha-v~ -e-l-a-p-seU-- --&i-n-c-e- -I"-€-G€-ip-b-G-:E- -the - s i el~ 
e~-~~~~~-.sY-~£B-~~~~~~,--&y-~Re-~~&b-e~ 

48 .sY-BB-BBimB±-sHe±te~f 

50 gT---~He--e±e~*--eE--tHe--~es~eetive--mHBiei~B±itY--HBs--.seeB 

BetiEiee-ef--t.£B-~~~~-~~~F-Ga&G&-wi&h-sH.sseetieB 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

~7·-l§la"a~"al§la-A7--a£.e.-..t,he-~-~-t-he--dGg-r-i-E--·lf.ne-wnr-Bas-geeH 

HetHieat 

9 V' - .- ..!I'-he--G~ !..s- - -!" -e-£'ErIf~ -y- - E-FGffi - .,i.:t £- -s-i-GJm.e.&s.. - e" - -in-j-1.H:-y-,- - §' i 'Ie H 
FeaseHa9±e-time-ana-Feasena9±e-ea£-eT-is-aeHBt~H±T 

NetwitHstanain~-~~~-A-.:te-~,--a-¥€.:t€-!".,i£-a-!".,i-a£-~-aHtne~i6e 

10 immeai ate - eu.£ai3.Ri3.s.,i i3.- .,i.;f., - -i-n- -t-he- -v:e-l",-€-F-i-na-F-ian-'-s--j-~nt;.r -t!<9-F-9- - i s 
n9-p9ssibi±ity-ef-£-eeeve~y-feF--a-siek-eF--in~H~ea-ae~T 

12 
6. Euthanasia for severely sick, severely injured or 

14 extremely vicious animal. A veteF-iRi3.".,i<;Hl.--D-r--a humane agent~ 
.gJ}~maJ. __ .control officer: or a licensed animal shelt..es_within_the 

16 State may authorize in writing euthanasia of a severely siQ.lL.. 
seve_r.ili injured or siek extremely viciQu.§. animal if the 

18 following conditions are met: 

20 A. The clerk Q.r~pimal control .off;Lcer;: of the municipality 
where the animal was found has been notified of the ariimal's 

22 presence and the owner of t.he animal, if known, has been 
notified; and 

24 

26 

28 

30 

C. -:rne b veterinarian states in writing that .. _.the animal's 
recovery from it.s injury or illness, given reasonable time 
and reasonable care, is doubt.ful. 

NetwitbstandiH~-~-agr-a-ph&---A--t:.e··-C-,--a-¥€-t€-!".,i£-a-!".,i-a£--may.-aHtneF-il3e 

3 2 immediate-eu4;.fl.aRi3.6ia-.,i.;f·1--i-n--h-i-&-}u~,--t::-he-Fe--i-&-ne--pe6sibi±i\;y 

ef-F-eeeveF-y-feF~a-6eVeF-e±y-in~HF-ea-eF--siek-anima±T 
34 

7. Immunity from civil liability. A veterinarian is not 
36 civilly liable to any party for authorization made in accordance 

wi th SHBseeti-e-:a'&-S-anB l;L~.lb1i!.ectioJ1 6 nor is any person performing 
38 euthanasia under that authorization. 

40 Sec. is. 7 MRSA §3915, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 779, §25, is 

42 

44 

46 

48 

amended to read: 

§3915. Violation 

Any person who violates this chapter 
violation for which a forfeiture of not less 
more than $±Qg ~250 may be adjudged. 

commits a civil 
than $69 ~ nor 

Sec. 19. 7 MRSA §3916, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1993, c. 468, 
50 §9, is further amended to read: 
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1. Required for cats. An Except as~videQ.~JL.. subsec_tion 
2 ±~ owner or keeper of a cat over 3 months of age shall have 

that cat vaccinated against rabies. Rabies vaccine must be 
4 administered by a licensed veterinarian or under the supervision 

of a licensed veterinarian. Upon receiving an initial 
6 vaccination, a cat is considered protected for one year and an 

owner or keeper of that cat shall get a booster vaccination for 
8 that cat one year after the initial vaccination and every 2 years 

thereafter. 
10 

Sec. 20. 7 MRSA §3916, sub-§4~ as enacted by PL 1991, c. 779, 
12 §26, is amended to read: 

14 4. Exception. Notwithstanding any provision of this 
chapter, an animal shelter operated by a nonprof i t organi zation 

16 is not required to vaccinate an abandoned or stray cat received 
by the shelter. 

18 
An owner or keeper of a cat;. __ is _.J;U{empt~.Q~thsL_xequirf)IDenb~ ___ Qf 

20. ._sulLsection 1 if a medical reason exists that __ l>..recludes the 
vaccination of the cat. _ To qual.~...iQL_this _exempti.Q.:Q..----.-M. __ owner 

22 must. have a written st.ateI]ent.._.§ig:n.ecl~~li.Qen..s..ed_.-Y.e..t5!.rillQ_Lian 

that includes a description . .Qt the cat and the medical reason 
24 that.....Preclu~_ the vaccination. 

26 Sec. 21. 7 MRSA §3918 is enacted to read. 

28 §3918. Violation 

30 A~son who violates this .9hal?teL __ commit~Q...._civil......YiQlation 
.f.Q_L.J'I"hicp a forfeiture of not;. less than .--R!;)_.-ll9~more_.....llii3.n __ ~LQQ 

32 ID~be adjudged. 

34 

36 

Sec. 22. 7 MRSA §3922, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1995, c. 40.9,. 
§4, is further amended to read: 

3. Proof of immunization. A ~~cept __ 9"£'__ provjded i,n 
38 subsection 3-~q, municipal clerk may not issue a license for a 

dog until the applicant has filed with the clerk proof that the 
40 dog has been immunized against rabies in accordance with rules 

adopted by the Commissioner of Human Services, except that the 
42 requirement of immunization may be waived by the clerk under 

conditions set forth by the Commissioner of Human Services. 
44 

The commissioner shall adopt rules that allow the clerk and the 
46 commissioner to accept valid proof of immunization against rabies 

provided by another state. 
48 

Sec. 23. 7 MRSA §3922, sub-§3-A is enacted to read: 
50 

3-A. Exception to the immunization requirement for _~olf 
52 hybrids. If an applicant for licensure proves that the dog is a 

Page 7-LR0502(1) 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

it' 48 

50 

52 

wolf hybrid, a municipal clerk may issue a license without proof 
.that the dog has been immunized. 
5, the license issued for that dog 
wolf hybrid. 

In accordance with subsection 
must state that the dog is a 

Sec. 24. 7 MRSA §3922, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1995, c. 409, 
§4, is further amended to read: 

4. Service dogs exempt from fees. If a trained service 
dog~ retired service ~ or a dog awaiting training as a 
service dog has not been previously registered or licensed by the 
municipal clerk to whom the application is being made, the clerk 
Baa;!,;!, may not register the dog nor issue to its owner or keeper a 
license and tag unless written evidence is provided that the dog 
is trained al'la--et'h:ieat;ea or awai ting training and intended to 
perform ~~~ae service for the applicant gr is retired. 

Sec. 25. 7 MRS A §3923w A, sub-§3, as enac ted by PL 1993, c. 
468, §12, is amended to read: 

3. Exempt.ion from fees. A municipal clerk 
I icense upon appl ication and wi thout payment of 
required under this section for: 

shall issue a 
a license fee 

A. A trained guide dog owned or kept by a visually impaired 
person or such a dog awaiting training or_retireg; 

B. A trained hearing dog owned or kept by a 
hearing--impaired person or ·such a dog awaiting training; or. 
retired 

C. A trained service dog owned or kept by a physically 
impaired person or such a dog awaiting training 9L retireg; 
and 

D. A trained search and rescue dog recognized by the 
Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife or by the 
statewide association of search and rescue that cooperates 
with the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in 
developing standards for search and rescue or such a dog 
awaiting training ~retir~Q. 

Sec. 26. 7 MRSA §3923a B, as amended by PL 1995, c. 409, §6, 
is further amended to read: 

§3923-B. Tags and stickers 

1. Tags and stickers. The municipal clerk shall provide 
with each new license issued under section 3923-A a tag, 
indicating the year the license is issued and bearing other 
information prescribed by the department r ---and---a---6-EiekeFr 
~ l'la~ s at; ~l'l~ - -Eae·- ye-a-F- -t-h-8- -J.-i-oe-n-&e- -i-&- -i-&&ue-d-,- -wh-i-Gh- -ffil*&S -be - at; I:asaea 
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te--t-he---b-ae-lf.--e-f--t-he--tal3. The tag remains with the dog or wolf 
2 hybrid for as long as the dog or wolf hybrid is kept in the 

1 ice n sing mun i c i pa 1 i t y . Th,Q--.lLt i .cJ:<: e L_i nd i c f,LtJJ1SLJ~JJ~_~Y~QL_J]1,l~t be 
4 attached to the back of the t9.!l.. The owner or keeper shall make 

sure that the tag is securely attached to a collar of leather, 
6 metal or material of comparable strength and that the collar is 

worn at all times by the dog or wolf hybrid for which the license 
8 was issued, except as provided in subsection 3. 

10 If a sticker and tag is lost or the owner has moved to a 
different municipality, the owner or keeper of the dog or wolf 

12 hybrid shall obtain a new license, tag and sticker. The 
municipal clerk shall issue another license, tag and sticker upon 

14 presentation of the original license and payment of $1. The 
clerk shall retain the $1 for a recording fee. 

16 
~ ... - - Rabies - t-.aCjliv - -AB- -ew-ue-±'- -B-ha--l--J.- -m-a-k--&- -s-tH'-B- -ilia-t;,- -a -Fabias- - ta~ 

18 Bbtai-BeEl- -f-r--f}f\'\- -a - ve-te£±Ba£-iaB- ---t{H'-- ·-immliRi2fat-ieR - -a<j·a-i-B£-t- -r-ab-i-&&·- i 6 
see H. F e ± l' - --a-t-t-a-ohe-d- -t-G- - -a- -GO-1-1-a-r.- .-e fi - --J.-e-a-t-he-r...,- ~t-a.1- _. B-±' - -m-a-t-e-r-i--a--1- - e t; 

20 eempaFab± e _. £-t-±'€'fl<j-th- --and- -t-a.at- - -tBe- -£-&lJ.-a-r- -is- -waFR - a-t- -&.1."':1- -t:c.Hl\&& -BY 
tBB - ---dGg- - .E>-£- -we ± fi - -h-yb-r-id- - .f-e-±'- -wBiab - -t-he- - £ab±es-· -t-ag- -was- - is G tte aT 

22 eHeept-as-pFeyi-Elea-in-sttBseeti-en-3T 

24 3. Except.ions. A dog or wolf hybrid is not required to 
wear a tag eF--a-~~i-&s--tal3 when on the premises of the owner or 

26 off the premises of the owner while hunting, in training or in an 
exhibition. When a dog or wolf hybrid is hunting, in training or 

28 in an exhibition, its owner or keeper shall produce proof of 
licensure and proof of rabies immunization upon request by a 

30 humane agent, animal control officer or law enforcement officer, 
including a game warden. 

32 
Sec. 27. 7 MRSA §3923-C, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1995, c. 

34 409, §7, is further amended to read: 

36 4. Kennel t.ags and st.ickers. Dogs or wolf hybrids covered 
by a kennel license must be furnished suitable kennel tags and 

38 stickers--, which must be attached to the back of ... the tag 
indicating the year the license is issued and bearin----SL.-other 

40 infprmation as prescribed by the department and are not required 
to be individually licensed. 

42 
Sec. 28. 7 MRSA §3923-C, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 

44 490, §9, is amended to read: 

46 5. Kennel inspect.ion and quarant.ine. An animal control 
officer must annually inspect a kennel prior to the municipality 

48 issuing a kennel license. The animal control officer, at any 
reasonable time, escorted by the kennel owner or the kennel 

50 owner's agent, may shall inspect the kennel in accordance with 
the sanitation and health rules established by the department for 

52 compliance with laws and rules. A veterinarian employed by the 
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State or any licensed veterinarian may quarantine the kennel in 
2 person or by registered mail and the quarantine must be 

maintained as long as the veterinarian determines necessary. The 
4 decision and order for this quarantine is not considered a 

licensing or an adjudicatory proceeding as defined by the Maine 
6 Administrative Procedure Act. An animal control officer must use 

,QLoper measur.es of biosecurity established by .de-P-9J'tment 
8 gl,!..,1.delines. 

10 

12 

14 

Sec. 29. 7 MRSA §3923-D, as amended by PL 1995, c. 409, §7, 
is further amended to read: 

§3923-D. Temporary licenses 

16 An animal shelter may issue a temporary dog or wolf hybrid 
license when transferring ownership vested in the animal shelter 

18 under section 3913, subsection 4 to a person buying or otherwise 
accepting ownership. The department shall provide animal 

20 shel ters with temporary license forms. The animal shelter shall 
complete all information prescribed on the form, provide the 

22 owner with the original temporary license and submit the copy for 
the municipal clerk and- the animal control officer to the 

24 appropr iate municipal clerk. The animal shelter may retain a 
copy of the temporary license to comply with section 3914. A 

26 temporary license is valid for a period of 10 days beginning on 
the date of issuance. An animal shelter may Bet charge a-fee ~ 

28 for issuing a temporary license. 

30 

32 

Sec. 30. 7 MRSA §3924, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 409, 
§8, is further amended to read: 

2. Unlawful use of collar or tag. A. person who removes a 
34 tag eF-~aB~e&-~ag or who places e~taeF-u-~~l~~-~~-FaB~es £ tag 

on a dog or wolf hybrid not described on it or for which the 
36 license was not issued commits a civil violation for which a 

forfeiture of not more than $100 may be adjudged. 
38 

Sec. 31. 7 MRSA §3936, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 
40 §ll, is further amended to read: 

42 1. Inspection and quarantine. The commissioner, a state 
humane agent, a veterinarian employed by the State or a licensed 

44 veterinarian at the direction of the commissioner may, at any 
reasonable time, enter an animal shelter, kennel, boarding 

46 kennel, breeding kennel or pet shop, but Bet--a must be escorted 
12¥-. th~_.animal shel teL-.llennel, boardillg kennel, breeding kennel 

48 QL-E.li shop ow.ner or the owner I s .agent when the building is used 
for human habi tation FeeegB~l3eEl-a£--n0-t.---&ub-~-t-G--&e-a-F-e-R.-waFFaBt, 

50 and make examinations and conduct any recognized tests for the 
existence of contagious or infectious diseases or conditions. 

52 The commissioner may inspect animal shelters, kennels, boarding 
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kenne 1 s, breeding kennel s and pet shops in accordance wi th the 
2 sanitation and health rules established by the department and for 

compliance with laws and rules, including licensing and 
4 permi tting requirements, of the Department of Inland F'isheries 

and Wildlife pertaining to wildlife importation and possession. 
6 A veterinarian employed by the State or any licensed veterinarian 

may quarantine the animal shelter, kennel, boarding kennel, 
8 breeding kennel or pet shop. in person or by registered mail. and 

the quarantine must be maintained as long as the department 
10 determines necessary. The decision and order for this quarantine 

is not considered a licensing or an adjudicatory proceeding as 
12 defined by the Maine Administrative Procedure Act. The 

commissioner shall promptly notify the Department of Inland 
14 F' isher ies and Wildlife of violations. The cQrnmission~L.L-~ state 

h urn a!).~ __ gg~nL_o r __ a_vet e r in<;l. r i all._.lDU !2_t __ ll.§.§!--I?J;'Jill.-e.L. ___ IDs! as lJ.r e Q .. ___ Q....K 
16 biosecurity as defin~in department guidelines. 

18 Sec. 32. 7 MRSA §3940 is enacted to read: 

20 §3940. Animals abandoned at apoarding kennel or animgJL.-sh~lt~x~ 

22 ll._ person operating a bOCl,rdin9 .. _ kennel or animalshl'l~te....J: ___ p....b£....U~ 
dispose of animals believed to _ be abandoned in acco..rdCl,l1Ce--"\iith 

24 this section. A boarding kennel may establisll __ and __ colle..Q..:t.............ee~ 
for an animal left at the facility beyond the arranged tim~ 

26 Qtl..iQd to offset c~ of kee..P....ing .. __ th~_anLI1lQ],_ and allY.. nec_!iLssary 
medical Cg..I..!L.. 

28 
1. Notification requirementsL ___ determination ___ of 

30 abaJ)donment. If __ 9 person operating a bQard~~!).nel _9~anil]5\_l 

sh~l ter has reasons to believe an_..9nim9_L has been abandoned in 
32 the __ bQSl-rding kennel or animal shel ter_,--..J;J1e .. ~rsQ~QJ2.._e..Iati_rm.._the 

facility must give notice to the animal's owner at the owneL's 
34 last known address by registered or certified mail, _......Le..tur:..n 

receipt requested and must allow .. a period _of (:i days to lapse 
36 after .. t..~_receipt is return. Tl1e notice must .. stat~ __ what_ .. _the 

Q..erson operating .. _ the facility intends to do with the aniJII..t;Ll_. _....Lt 
38 the owner can not be located at the last known address. the 

£erson operating the boarding kennel or animal shelter shall give 
40 notice ....12¥-publication in a news--P-Q£er having _a_ .. circulation in the 

town in whicn the owner was last known to reside~d shall allow 
42 ~riod of 10~ to lapse after such publication. The animal 

is considered abgndoned.-iLt 
44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

A. The owner is not located by registered mail or notice b~ 
publications and does not reply in person or by mail within 
the time periods outline stating the owner's intent to claim 
the animal; or 

B. The owner is located and does not claim the animal 
within 10 days of notification. 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

2. Di~~osition of abandoned 
that an animal has been abandoned, 
kennel or animal shelter may then: 

animal. --lli29.lL..- determinatiQll 
a person operating a boarding 

A. Sell or give away the animal, but not to a research 

Jacil~ 

B. Otherwise dispose of the animal humanely- in accordance 
with Title 17, ~hapter 42, subchapter IV. 

Sec. 33. 7 MRS A §3941, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, §3, is 
12 amended to read: 

14 §3941. Posting of law 

16 

18 

20 

Municipal clerks, annually, at 
1st, shall post copies of eR.aflt;e~e 

this chapter in the usual places 
annual municipal elections. 

least 20 days before 
chapLeL 721 aBa--7.;3~ 

for posting notices 

January 
and of 
of the 

Sec. 34. 7 MRSA §3942, as amended by PL 1991, c. 779, §34 and 
22 affected by §52, is further amended to read: 

24 §3942. Issuance of dog licenses 

26 Municipal clerks shall issue dog licenses in accordance with 
chapter 72lT-~~~~~-~-±ieease-~~-~-flay-~~~~-aeflaFt;meBt 

28 B± ± - f ees- ~€-€€--i>;€ti---f-e-r--d~ -oap-ab-,l-e- -o-f----p-r-G4u-G-i--ng- -yG-1*aq- --aBG -$6 - fi Fem 
eaeR.-J--i-€€££€-~~~~~-~9F-ae~s-~~~~~-~~1*&~r~-ye~B~. 

30 The clerks shall keep a record of all licenses issued by them, 
wi th the names of the owners or keepers of dogs licensed and the 

32 sex, registered numbers and description of all dogs except those 
covered by a kennel license. The clerks shall make a monthly 

34 report to the department on a department-approved form of all dog 
licenses issued and fees received. 

36 
±R.e-~~~-e--&aa±±-~~t~~£-~~-~~em-~-±ieea6e-~~-Feeeivee 

38 fie F ---dGg-s-- -i-fWap-a-b.J.~ - ef - -p-F-G4,*e-1-~ - -young- - -a£ti--H,&e- - ~-fie.t:;.& - --f-e-e-s---- ia 
aeeeFeaBee-witR.-seetiea-i94§T 

40 
Sec. 35. 7 MRSA §3943, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 

42 §12, is further amended to read: 

44 1. Procedure. Between February 1st and April 1st annually, 
the municipal officers of each municipality shall issue a warrant 

46 with the names and addresses of all owners or keepers of 
unlicensed dogs to one or more police officers, constables, 

48 sheriffs or animal control officers, directing them to send a 
notice of violation By--€€~~--i~--i€B-~~r-~~~~-Fe-e-e-1-p-~-Fe~HesteaT 

50 to the last known address of the owners or keepers or calIon the 
owners or keepers. The warrant must further direct that demand 

52 be made on the owners or keepers to obtain a license from the 
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municipal clerk wi thin 7 days from the date of demand and remit 
2 to the clerk the license and recording fees plus a late fee of $3 

for each dog that is licensed. If the license and recording fees 
4 are remitted after the 7 -day period, the owners or keepers must 

remit a late fee of $10 for each dog that is licensed. Finally, 
6 the warrant must direct the police officer, constable, sheriff or 

animal control officer to enter summons and complaint as soon as 
8 possible for all owners or keepers so notified who fail to comply 

with the order. 
10 

Sec. 36. 7 MRSA §3944, as amended by PL 1993, c. 657, §38, is 
12 further amended to read: 

14 §3944. Issuance of kennel licenses 

16 

18 

20 

22 

Municipal clerks and dog 
licenses to kennel owners or 
see~iens ~ecti~~ 3923-C ana-~9~§. 

recorders 
operators 

shall issue kennel 
in accordance with 

Sec. 37. 7 MRSA §3947, first~, as amended by PL 1993, c. 468, 
§15, is further amended to read: 

Each municipality shall appoint one or more animal control 
24 officers whose duties are enforcement of see~ie:as--3-9-1-1-,.--~9±dT 

~ 9 6 ± T - ~~,--~~4 ~.,--~-. -3-~§'Q.. r --d-9.e.Q-A-· --and- - ~ .g~B- -t-o- - d- 9:"1- G .Qpapte . .L:2. 

2 6 .:z..l9-'-....1.~O'" 721, 72 5 , 7 2 7 .1......._7 3~_.IJ..l~ ... _9..m1.._I1.L.. res po nd i ng to 
reports of animals suspected of having rabies in accordance with 

28 Title 22, sections 1313 and 1313-A and such other duties to 
control animals as the municipality may require. When a 

30 municipal animal control off i c",e"",r~~l,,-,' s"'--_ .... n"'oc.;t'-.. a v ail ab 1 e-----'--. ... ....t.h.e 
municipality must respond. 

32 
Sec. 38. 7 MRSA §3948, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 

34 §17, is further amended to read: 

36 2. Medical attention. Law enforcement officers T·--R1*mane 
aqents and animal control officers shall take a stray animal to 

38 its owner, if known, or, if the owner is unknown, to a an animal 
shelter and ensure that any injured animal that is at large or in 

40 a public way is given proper medical attention. 

42 Sec. 39. 7 MRSA §3948, sub-§3, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 468, 
§16, is amended to read: 

44 
3. Domesticated and undomesticated animals. A municipality 

46 shall control domesticated animals that are a pFeB±em cause of 
complaint in the community. A municipality shall control 

48 blnaemestieatea animals that pose a threat to public health or 
safety. A municipality may control undomesticated animals in 

50 matters on which no other department is charged by law to 
regulate. 

52 
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Sec. 40. 7 MRSA §3949, as amended by PI, 1993, c. 657, §40, is 
2 further amended to read: 

4 §3949. Animal shelter designation 

6 Municipal clerks, annually, on or before JaB1:lar;y April 1st, 
shall certify to the commissioner the name and location of the 

8 animal shel ter with which the municipality has entered into a 
contract to accept stray animals or have an arrangement for a an 

10 aI1imal shelter that will accept stray animals. Animal shelters 
designated by the municipality under this section must comply 

12 with commissioner rules. 

14 Sec. 41. 7 MRSA §3950-A, first~, as amended by PI, 1995, c. 
557, §z, is further amended to read: 

16 
Any mayor, municipal officer, clerk, town or city manager, 

18 administrative assistant to the mayor, town or city councilor, 
dog recorder of unorganized territories, constable, police 

20 officer. sheriff or animal control officer who refuses or 
intentionally fails to perform the duties imposed by chapters 

22 719, 720, 721, 725 aBe.~2..L. 730 L -.ll_:L ___ IJ9 and 741 and by this 

24 

26 

chapter commits 
less than $;!'G 

adjudged. 

a civil violation for which a forfeiture of not 
.:t5..Q nor more than $§9 li50 and costs may be 

Sec. 42. 7 MRS A §3951, as enacted by PI, 1987, c. 383, §3, is 
28 amended to read: 

30 §3951.. Killing for assault permitted 

32 Any person may lawfully kill a dog if necessary for 
protection during the course of a sudden, unprovoked assault and 

34 attack upon h:imse-l.f---Elr; that perso.!l.L another person QJ: 

d QrrLQpJ;j,~,9.- t t;L<l~ni m_<l.l. 
36 

Sec. 43. 7MRSA§3952,sub~§1, as amended by PI, 1989, c. 212, 
38 is further amended to read: 

40 1. Procedure. Any person who is assaulted by a dog without 
provocation or any person witnessing an unprovoked assault 

42 Qg9.j.nst~~J~on or domesti,Q.ated_animal, wi thin 10 days of the 
assault, may make written complaint to the sheriff Br;L local law 

44 enforcement officer Q£_aniIl1al control officer that the dog is 
dangerous or vicious. 

46 

48 

50 

The sheriff Elr;L local 
officer may file the 
Court. 

law enforcement officer or animal control 
complaint in District Court or Superior 

Page l4-I,R0502(1) 



If, upon hearing, the court is satisfied that ~ae-~l-a-i-n-t--is 

2 tF1:l.e-,--i-t an assault on a person or a domesticated animal has 
taken place, the court shall: 

4 

6 

8 

10 

A. Order the dog muzzled, restrained or confined to the 
premises of its owner or keeper; or 

B. Order the dog to be euthanatized if it has killed, 
maimed or inflicted serious bodily injury upon a person or 
has a history of a prior assault. 

12 The owner or keeper who keeps a dog in violation of this section 
commits a civil violation for which a forfeiture not to exceed 

14 $100, plus costs, may be adjudged. 

16 

18 

Sec. 44. 7 MRSA §3952, sub M §3, as amended by PL 1987, c. '736, 
§6, is further amended to read: 

3. Complaint for dogs presenting immediate threat to 
20 public. After filing of complaint in District Court or Superior 

Court and before hearing, if the dog poses an immediate threat to 
22 the public, the dog saa±±-be Js subject to muzzling, restraint or 

confinement to its premises upon order of the sheriff €H'L local 
24 law enforcement officer or animM_~Q.ntr~Qfficer_ who filed the 

complaint. Upon failure to comply, the officer to whom complaint 
26 was made may apply to District Court, Superior Court or a justice 

of the peace for an ex parte order for authorization to take 
28 possession of the dog waiea .that poses an immediate threat to the 

public and turn it over to the applicant or other suitable person. 
30 

Sec. 45. 7 MRSA §3953, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, §3, is 
32 amended by repealing and replacing the headnote to read: 

34 ~953. Stealing. injuring or killing dogs 

36 

38 

Sec. 46. 7 MRSA §3966, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 490, 
§19, is further amended to read: 

2. Transfer of ownership. A ±i-ee:asea·-kenne±T pet shopr Q.£ 

40 animad shelter eF--¥&&e~i-:aa~i-a:a that transfers ownership of a 
ferret shall provide notification in writing that ferrets have 

42 been known to attack humans, particularly children, for no reason 
and without warning. 

44 
Sec. 47. 7 MRSA §3967, as amended by PL 1993, c. 657, §41, is 

46 further amended to read: 

48 §3967. Seizing of ferrets 

50 An animal control officer or person acting in that capacity 
shall seize, impound or restrain a domesticated ferret found in 

52 violation of section 3966, subsection 1 and deliver it to tru~; 
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owner, if known, or if unknown to an animal shel terr-a6-f'-£EH1iaea 
2 E9F-iB-6e€~ien-~~~~~-~-~~-~~~~4r~~-~t-&~w~~r-if-*newnr--±E 

9wae t sHi f/-- €-aB.- -no-t- -be- -e-&&ab-l-i&J.w.d. r - S v.eH- -aB.-im-a.,l6- -may- -be- -aa:ad1-eG - as 
4 S toFay- fe££e~6- .fe-£- -the- -pu-!'-pB--S-e-&- -o-f- -aG-Gep-t-an-Ge- -h-y- -an-anima1-- sHe ± toe F 

as-f/ t 9viEiea-ia-tHis-eHaf/tet. 
6 

Sec. 48. 7 MRSA §3968, as amended by PL 1993, c. 657, §42, is 
8 repealed. 

10 Sec. 49. 7 MRSA §3969, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 643, §5, is 
repealed. 

12 
Sec. 50. 7 MRSA §3970, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 643, §5, is 

14 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

16 §3910. Violations 

18 AJ)Y person who violates any sectign of this chapter commits 
Q~iyj.l violation for which a forfeiture not to exceed $lOQ~ 

20 be_2Qj.y.dge d-'-. 

22 

24 

Sec. 51. 7 MRSA §3971, sub-§5, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
§3, is repealed. 

Sec. 52. 7 MRSA §3972, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1995, c. 144, 
26 §§l and 2, is further amended to read: 

28 
to: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

1. Unlawful use of animals. It is unlawful for any person 

A. SelL gispl--ill'..t.-_ri:l.ffle.~ive away or offer for saler-~ive 

awaY-9t-aisf/±ay within the State any live animals wHisH that 
have been dyed or otherwise artificially colored; 

B. SelL display, raffle, give away or offer for sale to 
the public any live fowl, turtles or rabbits under 8 weeks 
of age in lots of less than 6; 

C. Use any live animal as a premium, fund-raising device, 
prize or award or use any live animal in a raffle, contest, 
game or promotion except as authorized by statute or rule; 

D. Use any live animal as bait in any racing contest or in 
the training of animals for racing contests; 

E. Tie, tether or restrain any animal in a manner that is 
inhumane or detrimental to its welfare; or 

F. Intentionally cause an equine to fall or lose its 
balance by any means whatsoever. For the purposes of this 
paragraph, the term "equine" means, but is not limited to, a 
horse, mare, pony, ass, donkey, burro, mule or hinny. This 
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2 

4 

6 

paragraph does not apply to the lawful laying down of a 
horse for medical or identification purposes. 

Sec. 53. 7 MRSA §3972, sUb u §2, as amended by PL 1989, c. 342, 
§2, is repealed. 

Sec. 54. 7 MRSA §3972, sub o §4, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 154, 
8 §l, is amended to read: 

10 <1. Exception. Notwithstanding subsection 1, paragraph C, 
livestock may be raffled by charitable organizations licensed 

12 under Title 17, section 332, subsection 6 for fund-raising 
purposes. For the purposes of this sectionT-..!~l-i-\'€-&t .. {}(}k...!~-meaBs 

14 E al'ffi- -a-ll.J.ma-l~:h - -:i.-ncl-udi-nq..,.- -bu-1:- ·-Bet- - ± -imi-t:.ee.- -t.-€ry- -GOW6-,- -S-:ae-e.pr --~e a t:; s T 

swiBe .... aBB-Eew±-aBe. "charitable organization" has the same meaning 
16 as defined in Title 9, section 5003, subsection 1. Proceeds from 

a raffle under this subsection must be used for charitable 
18 purposes. 

20 The animal sha±± must be awarded in freezer-ready form. 

22 Sec. 55. 7 MRSA §§3973 and 3974 are enacted to read: 

24 §397~J>et animals as fomLRrohibited 

26 1. Possession of carcass _.of pet animal. A person is guilty 
o:C~isdemean~~ossstsses~...r_ts inJ;.Q __ this_State..L_sell1?_L 

28 bUYL.._ .. g..ives away ox' accepts a carcass .~rt. of a <;;..Q.rcaS-",?..........Qf an 
an im a 1 tJ:..:gd it iQ1)' a l..h......QL~QmTDO n IJ': __ k e-l,ll:,:~~L..Qx __ Q..QlJlP. an i_Q.IL..lii th 

30 the intent of using or havin.£L-QlLOther_~L~on _1d.§_!L.Q_..Q...q.rLof .......that 
carca~s for human consumptiQD~ 

32 
;;L.._ .. _possession of pet ani.IDal wi_th intent to_.J!;jJ.l. __ h--llit£§on 

34 iiL--9Jli..l ty of a mi sdemeanQr who pos ses ses L--imports ..i,nto ___ j;JlJ...2 

state, sel~ __ ...hmt~----E-ives away or accepts an~----..9...nima~ 

36 ..tra_di tionally_ or commonly .. keptas_~et. __ Q.r._.s...QJTlpa!1J..Q'p_ wi tIL th~ 
intent of ki 11 iIJ.g_oC_fl£lViIlq. another _.J?J;~rsQ1LJL-LlLj;:hat . .QJ1JmgJ_for 

38 the pULQ.ose of using or. h_avin9-another person use ap..Y-P-9-LLQ..LJ:.he 
animal for human cons1.!!TIJ?tion. 

40 
~--AQ.1UiQ...qJ;,l.on. This section m..9Y-IlQJ;;_ be ....s:ons.trued ___ to 

4 2intJtl:..f ere with the-------l2-:r 0 d uc t.iQ1h.. __ !D.M kf; t -t..!1g ___ QS~ig>_Q§"i::!.L---.QL __ gny 
liy.~_stock-<---PQ1l1trYL._fish, _shell fish or any otheT_i::!.<JJ'icultural 

44 commogi tL.~uced __ in this . State. This section maY-___ IlQt __ lLe 
construe.d to interfere_ with the lawful killing of wiJ~<;Lli:(§~)le 

46 lawful killing of any other q.nimal under the laws of this S_tate 
pertaining....t..Q...JJ9-me animals-,_ 

48 
§397<1. Violation 

50 
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2 

4 

,,-"A=n,..y_~p~e.r son who 
violat~on for which 
adjudged. 

violates this ~hapt~r commits 
a forfeiture not to exceed $100 

a civil 
may be 

Sec. 56. 7 MRSA §3981, sub~§7, as enac ted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
6 §3, is amended to read: 

8 7. Construction. Nothing in this chapter may be construed 
to prohibit the use of strike cages for dogs while in the lawful 

10 sport of hunting or in training or .the m.ovement of livestock or 
poultry when standarqs of tpe industry are followed. 

12 
Sec. 57. 7 MRSA §4001, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1993, c. 468, 

14 §25, is further amended to read: 

16 4. Rules. Each applicant obtaining a permit under this 
section is subject to the rules promulgated by the commissioner 

18 on the weight and size of animals, age of participants, length of 
event and such other requirements as it the commissioner 

20 considers necessary. 

22 Sec. 58. 7 MRSA §4011, sub-§l, ~C, as repealed and replaced by 

24 

26 

28 

30 

PL 1995, c. 490, §20, is amended to read: 

C. If that person is a licensed veterinarian or a person 
certified under Title 17, section 1042, kills or attempts to 
kill an animal by a method that causes undue suffering. The 
commissioner saa;!,;!, may adopt rules that define "undue 
suffering"; 

Sec. 59. 7 MRSA §40H, sub-§l, ~~E and F, as enacted by PL 
32 1995, c. 490, §20, are amended to read: 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

E. Deprives an animal that the person owns or possesses of 
necessary sustenance, necessary m~dical attention, proper 
shelter, protection from the weather or humanely clean 
conditions; 9F 

F. Keeps or leaves a domestic animal on an uninhabited or 
barren island lying off the coast of the State during the 
month of December, January, February or March without 
providing necessary sustenance and proper shelterT~ 

Sec. 60. 7 MRSA §4011, sub-§l, lIG is enacted to read: 

~ . .JJses._anY--li-ve animal as a prize, premium or award or in 
.MY- way hunts or sells for the -purpose of hunting any animal 
that is not covered by the provisions of Title 12, Part 10. 

Sec. 61. 7 MRSA §4012, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
§3, is amended to read: 
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1. Cruelty to birds. A person is eFHe± guilty of cruelty to 
2 birds if ae that person: 

4 A. Keeps or uses any live pigeon, fowl or other bird for a 
target or to be shot at, either for amusement or as a test 

6 of skill in marksmanship: 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

B. Shoots at any bi rd or is present as a party, umpire or 
judge at a shooting; or 

C. Rents any building, shed, room, yard, field or premises 
or knowingly allows the use of the same for these purposes. 

Sec. 62. 7 MRSA §4015, first 1[, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
§3, is amended to read: 

No person owning or responsible for confining or impounding 
18 any animal may fail to provide the animal with proper shelter, 

protec tion from the weather eF and humanely clean conditions as 
20 prescribed in this section. ±B-_th€--€-a-G-€--o-f--E-a-HR--aRima1-s- r -nethin€;j 

in- -thi 6- -s€£_t-ien- -ma-y- -be- ··eo-n&t.-r-u-e-d- --as- -it11-flB-s-i-B<J -s-Re1-1=eF - Fe(,JHi l'?emeBE s 
2 2 eF---s-1=aRElaFEls----ffiG-Fe---&t-r.-~--t-han--£-0-!"ffia..J...J._y---a££€¥-ted--aHsBaBdFy 

El F a e tie e - -i n-' -t-he-- -p--iH"--t-i-G-u-1-a-r- -e-e-j,m 1=y - wa e Fe - _th€- -ani -ma..J..-. -D-i:- -s-1:le-1-W F- - i s 
24 ±eeateEi ... - -ILeF - -P1*F-pe-s-e-s- - -G-£- --t-h-i-s- - -&e-Gt.-i-on-,- - -h&r'-&e-£- --6£-a..J.-l- - ne-t·- -Be 

eensiEieFee-Eal'?m-aBima±s ... 
26 

Sec. 63. 7 MRSA §4015, sub-§2, 1[8, as enacted by PI, 1987, c. 
28 383, §3, is amended to read: 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

B. Shelter from inclement weather saa±± fiRst be as follows. 

(1) An artificial shelter with a minimum of 3 sides 
and a waterproof roof appropriate to the local climatic 
conditions for the species concerned saa±± must be 
provided as necessary for the health of the animal. 

(2) If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors 
under weather conditions waiea that adversely affect 
the health of the dog, a shelter of suitable size with 
a floor above ground and waterproof roof saa±± mu§.t be 
provided to accommodate the dog and protect it from the 
wea the r aBEi r - - -iR - - -p-a-l?+i-G-u-1-a-r-r - - ..f-r-om-. ---s€..,€~€- - -ee ±e. ... 
±BaEie(,JHate-6he..J.-te~-ma_y--be-~~i~~~-&1:le--s-Ri¥eFiB~-eE 

Eae - ae€3- -du-e- --t-G- -e-e-l-d -we aEae F -' .fe~- -a- --GO-n-l:...inuo-u-s- -p9F-ioo -9 E 
~g-miBHtes QI~Jement~. 

Sec. 64. 7 MRSA §4015, sub~§5 is enacted to read: 

5. Livestock. Livestock must be provided with shelter 
50 suitable for the health of the animal. Livestock must have 

access to a constructed or_ natural shelter that is large enough 
52 to accommodate all livestock comfortably at one time. The 
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.Q.helter should be well drained and protect the livestock from 
2 direct sun, rain, wind An~ other inclement weather. 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

Sec. 65. 7 MRSA §4017, as amended by PL 1993, c. 468, §25, is 
further amended to read: 

§4011. Rules 

The commissioner may adopt any rules necessary 
carry out this seeti9B chapter pursuant to 
Administrative Procedure Act, Title 5, chapter 375. 

or useful to 
the Maine 

Sec. 66. 7 MRSA §4041, as amended by PL 1995, c. 351, §5, is 
14 further amended by adding a new first paragraph to read: 

16 It is unlawful for livestoc~_..t...Q enter or be on the prope.r..ty 
of ano_ther person. The owner or kee-E~ .. L_..Q_L_Q..liY. livestock foune! 

18 trespassin<;LiQ subject to the pe_nalJ;j..§.lLP£QvideUn thi..§......cha.Q.t.er. 

20 

22 

Sec. 67. 7 MRSA §4041, sub~§ 1, as enac ted by PL 1989, c. 91, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 68. 7 MRSA §4041, sub-§2, ,-rA, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
24 91, is amended to read: 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. The owner or 
witR±H--e--h9~FS 

control officer 
animal owned or 
or 

keeper fails to remove the livestock animal 
after having been notified by an animal 

or law enforcement officer that a livestock 
kept by the owner or keeper was trespassing; 

Sec. 69. 7 MRSA §4041, sub-§3, ,-rA, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 
91, is amended to read: 

A. That person fails to remove the livestock animal witaiB-e 
a9tHS after having been personally notified by an animal 
control officer or law enforcement officer that a livestock 
animal owned or kept by that person was trespassing; or 

Sec. 70. 7 MRSA §4151, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 589, 
§1, is amended to read: 

4. Pet dealer. "Pet dealer" means a person, firm, 
44 partnership, corporation or association, including breeders, that 

is-~~i~~-te-~~~~~--&a~e&-~~~--~~-tRe-~~-9£ sells one or 
46 more animals to the public. "Pet dealer" does not include aHmaBe 

S9 e ie t ie S T -~FG-f--i-t- - -0-l:~-a-n-i%a-t-i-f»}£- - Fe F £9 Fmi B~--~ - -f-un-t:~-i-f»}£- -9 £ 
48 aHmaBe--sgeieties--9F--aBima~--e9BtF9~--a~eBeies animal shelters 

licensed in accordance with section 3932-A. 
50 

Sec. 71. 7 MRSA §4152, sub-§l, ~~A, C and D, as enacted by PL 
52 1995, c. 589, §1, are amended to read: 
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4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. An animal history that includes: 

(1) l'be~.ruli:..- dealers licensed with the United 
States Department of Agriculture, the name, address and 
United States Department of Agriculture license number 
of the breeder and any broker who has had possession of 
the animal; 

(2) The date of the animal's birth; 

(3) The date the pet dealer received the animal; 

(4) The breed, sex, color and identifying marks of the 
animal; 

(5) The individual identifying tag, tattoo or collar 
number; 

(6) For pure bred animals, the name and registration 
number of the sire and dam and the litter number; and 

(7) A record of inoculations, worming treatments, 
medication or any veterinarian treatment received by 
the animal while in the possession of the breeder or 
dealer; 

C. A pet dealer who represents an animal as eligible for 
registration with an animal pedigree organization shall 
provide the retail purchaser with a notice stating that 
pedigree registration does not assure health or quality of 
an animal. Wetwit=Jls ta:aeinqo- -&e-£-t-i-0-ll- -4-1-5-1- r - B£eeee£6- -a-r-€-- -no t 
Beu:ae-By-tRe-pFBvisie:as-Bf-tRis-paFaq~apR; and 

D. The pet dealer shall indicate whether or not, to the pet 
dealer's knowledge, the animal or its sire or dam is 
registered with, and whether the animal is certified by any 
organization that maintains a registry pertaining to 
congenital or hereditary problems and explain the meaning of 
these terms. WBtwitRsta:aein~-£e£~~B£-4d~~-~-€-ed&r~-aFe-:aBt 

BBu:ae-By-tbe-pFovisiB:as-ef-Ebis-paFaqFapRT 

Sec. 72. 7 MRSA §4154, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 589, §l, is 
44 repealed. 

46 Sec. 73. 7 MRSA §4158, sub m §2, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 589, 
§1, is amended to read: 

48 
2. Right to court action. If the pet dealer does not 

50 provide the remedy selected by the purchaser set forth in section 
4155, the purchaser may initiate a court action. gp9:a-Fe~ues5-EB 

52 tRe - tloepa-l"~me-R~-, - -by- -t:he--puFe1:>8&9F - Bne- 4e-a-l-e-r---,_o -t-he- -eBfIlrni&&ie-:ae-F -0 F 
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a--ve~e~J£~~J~£--~l~--&Y--~Re--~~~~e--~l~--&~&~~~&8&--~Re 

2 EI i s :flu~e T - - !fhl-6- -a-roi-t-r-a-t:-i-cm- -mus ~ - -be-- --on- - a - £-011-W.£4J£-'3-· -b-a-G-i-&- - tH).± e s s 
ge~R- -F-\H'·C-h-a-SB-~ - -and- - eeaJ.e-F- -agFee - -t--o-- - -W.-n4i£-'3- -aFei ~ Fa~iel'l.... The 

4 prevailing party in the court action has the right to recover 
costs and reasonable attorney's fees not to exceed $500. 

6 
Sec. 74. 7 MRSA §4161, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 589, §l, is 

8 amended to read: 

10 §4161. Limitation 

12 This chapter does not limit the rights or remedies that are 
otherwise available to a purchaser under any other law. Al'l. 

14 agFeemel'l.~-~-~t~~-ey-a-~-o~--8&-waive-~~~~~~-ERis 

eRa:fl~eF-i6-veiEl-anEl-unenEeFeea9±eT 

16 
Sec: 75. 7 MRSA §4162, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 589, §l, is 

18 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

22 .1_0 _J;..i,yj,l_.y.iolatio~.AnY~L$On :W):1O violates ~J1YJectiQJLQf 
.t...hi ~..Qhapt;J;u:' ___ com!D.i.t.li.._90._.c i viI violation .for which a f..QLfei ture not 

24 to~XCet;:L<L . .$.lOO per violation may be adjud.9-~Q.,. 

2 6 ~_....A~.t.ion against Ret sho.P.f? __ . .m!d._ breedi.ng kennels. The 
.<i!ll@..rtme.pt may file an action in Administrative Cour.t to revoke 

28 or suspend tl}§_l_i.Q~nse of a pet shop or breeding kennel that 
y i 0 J ate .L..fl...!lY......l?LQY i s i Q!L 0 f _tl0._~._~_ll. aQ.tgL,. 

30 
Sec. 76. 16 MRSA §614, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1995, c. 135, 

32 §l, is further amended to read: 

34 1. Limitation on dissemination of intelligence and 
investigative information. Reports or records that contain 

36 intelligence and investigative information and that are prepared 
by, prepared at the direction of or kept in the custody of a 

38 local, county or district criminal justice agency; the Bureau of 
State Police; the Department of the Attorney General; the Maine 

40 Drug Enforcement Agency; the Office of State Fire Marshal; the 
Department of Corrections; the criminal law enforcement units of 

42 the Department of Marine Resources or the Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife; or the Department of Conservation, Forest 

44 Fire Control Division when the reports or records pertain to 
arson or the Department of AgricultureL Food and Rural Resources, 

46 when the reports or records pertain to criminal or civil cruelty 
to animals are confidential and may not be disseminated if there 

48 is a reasonable possibility that public release or inspection of 
the reports or records would: 

50 
A. Interfere with law enforcement proceedings; 

52 
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10 
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14 

16 

18 
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22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

B. Result in public dissemination of prejudicial 
information concerning an accused person or concerning the 
prosecution's evidence that will interfere wi th the abi 1 i ty 
of a court to impanel an impartial jury; 

C. Constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

D. Disclose the identity of a confidential source; 

E. Disclose confidential information furnished only by the 
confidential source; 

F. Disclose trade secrets or other confidential commercial 
or financial information designated 
source of the information or by 
Attorney General; 

as such by the owner or 
the Department of the 

G. Disclose investigative techniques and 
secur i ty plans and procedures not generally 
general public; 

procedures 
known by 

or 
the 

H. Endanger the life or physical safety of any individual, 
including law enforcement personnel; 

I. Disclose conduct or 
submi tted by any person in 
arbi tration conducted under 
of the Attorney General; 

statements made or documents 
the course of any mediation or 
the auspices of the Department 

J. Disclose information designated confidential by some 
other statute; or 

K. Identify the source of complaints made to the Department 
of the Attorney General involving violations of consumer or 
antitrust laws. 

Sec. 77. 17 MRSA §1011, sub-§20, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 
38 383, §4, is amended to read: 

40 20. Mutilate. "Muti late" ~ne±\;I€!e6r-l:l-\;l.-t--i-s----no-t--1-i-mi-t;.e4 --tar 
e tl t t ~ Fl. E3 -- -t..fJ.€- -bo-ne-,- -..ffi~&e-1-e-s- - a F- - -t.€-n-Ele-n£- -o-t - -t:oo - t a i ± - .e.f - -a- -8B-F-&e- - ~ e F-

4 2 the - -p-u-r:-potre- -e f. - 00cl-i -rug- -B-F- - £€-t.-t.-i -H~- -up- - -t fl. e- -t-a-i-l- - an€!- -o--r--o-p-p.:i-ng-- - a F

e tlt t~nE3- -B-E-E- - -t-he- - e-a-£- -ef' - -a- --doq- - in- --wae1-e - -G-r- --i-n- -FaFt means to 
44 maliciously injure or disfigure by irr~arab1y damaging body 

parts. 
46 

Sec. 78. 17 MRSA §1013, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
48 §4, is amended to read: 

50 

52 

1. Unlawful production of motion pictures. A person~ 

-"i-"n!.>c'-'l"-u"""d""i'""n..-;g:3---"a"-'n"'---"o"'w"-n....",e'-"r~-"o,...r~-"t"'-h"-'e"---"o'-'w"-'n"-,,-e.=.r_·-,s,,---,,a,-,g;ICe,,-n~to..L' i s g u i 1 t Y 0 fun 1 a w f u 1 
production of motion pictures if he that ~son knowingly or 
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intentionally prepares, manufactures, makes or participates in 
2 the preparation, manufacture or making of any motion picture film 

or videotape production involving cruelty to animals during the 
4 cours~ of preparation, manufacture, making or exhibition of the 

motion picture film or videotape production. 
6 

Sec. 79. 17 MRSA §1021, sub u §l, as amended by PL 1991, c. 779, 
8 §46, is further amended to read: 

10 1. Possession. A state veterinarian, humane agent, 
sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police officer, animal 

12 control officer, person authorized to make arrests orT-l~~-ease 
iHve±viH~--a----pe-t=--aIl.iFAa±T the esa!:'a commissioner may apply to the 

14 District Court or the Superior Court for authorization: 

16 A. To take possession of any maimed, disabled, diseased, 
dehydrated, malnourished or injured animal or any animal 

18 whose owner has cruelly abandoned or cruelly treated it and 
turn over the animal to the applicant or other suitable 

20 person; or 

22 B. To cause the animal to be disposed of humanely. 

24 Sec. 80. 17 MRSA §1021, sub-§4, ,-rA, as amended by PL 1993, c. 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

468, §21, is further amended to read: 

A. A state veterinarian, humane agent, sheriff, deputy 
sheriff, constable, police officer, animal control officer, 
person authorized to make arrests orT-lR--a-~-~&~b~~Rq-a 
J?et--aHima±r the board may apply to the District Court, 
Superior Court or a justice of the peace for an ex parte 
order for authorization to take possession of any maimed, 
disabled, diseased, dehydrated, malnourished or injured 
animal or any animal whose owner has cruelly abandoned or 
cruelly treated it and turn it over to the applicant or any 
other suitable person. 

An order may be 
or justice of 
likelihood that: 

entered ex parte upon findings by the court 
the peace that there is a reasonable 

(1) The defendant is not subject to the jurisdiction 
of the court for the purposes of a hearing or the owner 
cannot be found by reasonable ae±i~eHee diligence or is 
out-of-state although a resident of this State, and 
there is a danger that unless immediate action is taken: 

(a) The condition of an injured, overworked, 
tormented, tortured, abandoned, poisoned or 
mutilated animal, or animal deprived of necessary 
sustenance, necessary medical attention, proper 
shelter or protection from the weather or humanely 
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16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

clean conditions will be substantially impaired or 
worsened; 

(b) The animal's life will be jeopardized; or 

(c) A great degree of medical attention will be 
necessary to restore the animal to a normal, 
healthy condition; 

( 2 ) There is a cJ.ear danger that if the owner or s,},s 

the owner's agent is notified in advance of the 
issuance of the order of court, as provided in 
subsection 3, se the owner or the owner's agent may 
remove the animal from the State, conceal it or 
otherwise make it unavailable; 

(3) There is immediate danger that the owner or sis 
thfL_Q...wner's agent will kill or injure the animal; or 

(4) An animal is being or has been inj ured, 
overworked, tormented. tortured, abandoned, poisoned, 
mutilated, or_ deprived of necessary sustenance, 
necessary medical attention, proper shelter or 
protection from the weather or humanely clean 
condi tions and, unless an ex part.e order issues 
allowing the applicant to take possession of the 
animal, the animal wiJ.l die, it.s condition will be 
substantially impaired or worsened or medicaJ. at.tention 
will be necessary to restore the animal to a normal, 
healthy condition. 

Sec. 81. 17 MRSA §1022, as amended by PL 1991, c. 779, §49, 
is furt.her amended to read: 

§l022. Prevention of cruelty 

The commissioner or any person authorized to make arrests 
38 may lawfully interfere to prevent the perpetration of any act of 

cruelty upon an animal in that person's presence. ~be-beaFd-may 

40 ± awt: lol± 11' - -i"*t=e-~E-e--1?--9- - --t-o- - ElF even\:;- -t:-ne- -- -pe--r-pe--t--!'-a--t-i--0-n-- - e t: - ---a-n-y-- - --a-£-t- -e f 
e;:lole±t1'-lolElen-a-Elet-anima±T 

42 
Sec. 82. 17 MRSA §1023, sub-§l, as amended by PL 1991, c. 779, 

44 §SO, is further amended to read: 

46 1. Investigation. Sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, police 
officers, constables, animal control officers and humane agents 

48 shall investigate cases of cruelty to animals coming to their 
attention and report them to the Department of Agriculture, Food 

50 and Rural Resources on department-approved forms. ~se-deElaFtment 

sRa±±-~~~--a±±-~-e~-~--!'~~-t~--~-F€-t----a-n-~~-te-~~-bea;:dT 

52 Upon completion of an investigation, tbe--bea;:d--fe;:--a--ease 
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2 

4 

iBve±viB<§f- -a---f/et --an-i-ma-l- -aBEl the 
shall, if requested, report the 
the person complaining of alleged 

department £eF-~y-~£Br--ease 

resul t of the investigation to 
cruelty. 

Sec. 83. 17 MRSA §1023, sub R §2, as amended by PL 1991, c. 779, 
6 §50, is repealed. 

8 

10 

12 

Sec. 84. 17 MRSA §1024, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, §4, is 
amended to read: 

§l024. Impeding the performance of an officer 

It is unlawful for any person t.O assault, resist, oppose, 
14 impede, intimidate or interfere with any person wai±e engaged in 

or on account of the performance of ais that person's official 
16 duties under this subchapter. 

18 Sec. 85. 17 MRSA §1025, sub-§ 1, 'UB, as enac ted by PL 1987, c. 

20 

22 

24 

26 

383, §4, is amended to read: 

B. Give, release, sell, trade, loan, transfer or otherwise 
provide any live animal to any individual, firm, 
association, corporation, educational institution, 
laboratory, medical facility or anyone else for purposes of 
killingL experimentation or vivisection. 

Sec. 86. 17 MRSA §1031, sub-§l, 'U~C and D, as repealed and 
28 replaced by PL 1995, c. 490~ §25, are amended to read: 

30 C. If that person is a licensed veterinarian or a person 
cert.ified under section 1042, kills or attempts to kill an 

32 animal by a method that causes undue suffering. The 
commissioner saa±± may adopt rules that define "undue 

34 suffering"; 

36 D. Injures, overworks, tortures, torments, abandons or 
cruelly beats or mutilates an animal; gives drugs to an 

38 animal with an intent to harm the animal; gives poison or 
alcohol to an animal; or exposes a poison with intent that 

40 it be taken by an animal T--~Re-~--Q-r--o-c-c-up-an-t,..-B-f--f/l"ef/eFty 
is - pFivi±e~eEl--tB- -tl.-6€----r.~~ -f--o-r-c-e- -t-o- -e-j-e-G-t;. -a -t Fe sf/as 6 iB~ 

42 aBimal; 

44 Sec. 87. 17 MRSA §1031, sub-§l, ~~E and F, as enacted by PL 

46 

48 

50 

1995, c. 490, §25, are amended to read: 

E. Deprives an animal that the person owns or possesses of 
necessary sustenance, necessary medical attention, proper 
shelter, protection from the weather or humanely clean 
conditions; €IF 
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F. Keeps or leaves a domestic animal on an uninhabited or 
barren island lying off the coast of the State during the 
month of December, January, February or March without 
providing necessary sustenance and proper shel ter...- -'--_.or 

Sec. 88. 17 MRSA §1031, sub-§l, ~G is enacted to read: 

G. Uses any~ive anima;L as a pri~-----12-remium or award_QJ'_-.in 
Q1lY- way hunt_s_~ sells_~Ql' ___ tbL---purpose_ of hunting __ i;LIl;l 
domesticated animal or animal that is not covered~.th~ 

provisions of Title 12, Part 10. 

Sec. 89. 17 MRSA §1031, subm §3, as amended by PL 1993, c. 81, 
14 §2, is further amended to read: 

16 3. Penalty. Cruelty to animals is a Class D crime. In 
addition to any other penalty authorized by law, the court shall 

18 impose a fine of not less than $100 for each violation of this 
section. 1'he court_ .. illill'-.ordeL~JL.JJ~-1endant._~~._t..he cos_ts 0% 

20 l.bJLQLosecution and __ 1:.l1e costs _Q;L t~he_~.g.re, housinU_.Q!l-.Q--'£st.t_erinaJ;'Y 
medical treatment for.--.-t.lte...... animal victim and Sill,Y.- reaso_nable...sorrr;> 

2 2 inc u r red bL--.the_~ t qJ;.J;!-,~o unt-y-.~._muIJ-i c.i..QIl-l i t;l _-K.Q.£___ the. 
in ve s t i gat ion 0 f .~Q.x1!~lt-Y-__ c oWlg,j n t . 

24 

The court, _--.91L ... l2-q.r.t~tl:lf'~ent.ence, may prohibit the defelJQQnt 
2 6 i.J' om _QJNn i IlU<:_11Q.§.Q. e s s:LmL 0 r h a:LhJg __ Q!L.th~_e fend ant.:_§.... .. J?X em i s e s_._ an 

an im£l._J,.._QL_aniJJ1a 1 S~ __ .9.J?j;,_e rmi.!l-e_~_...L~.cour t_t.QX ___ sL--1Je r i o..Q-P..:h 
28 time.~!? to and includi~rmJ~Jl~nt......L.e_liIlquir;>hmen~_ . ..Qetermined 

by_....t.h.e_co_ur.t-,-__ A_-P-§..r.JLQ!L..J?laced _ on prob.ati~for C!.. violatl~of 

30 l.hi~t.i.on with a condition that .J2J'oh.j.bits 9wning_'-$ossessing 
or having __ an animal_QL __ anim_qL~ on the .Qrob.g,t.iQner~re.miQ...e..§~li 

32 subject t9~voJ;:ation of ~Q..t..ion and_-.-L~ovaL...9l'~_anim~_L...9.J:· 

animals at the probatiQ.ner ~l? ___ ~*ense if thi:?~onditi~.lJi 

34 vi_ola.ted_-,--_:Ih.§ court as J;>art . ..9.:h.-.the_....§JiLIlt.ence_ill.f.!Y-Qrder, as._q 
C.Q1Ldi tio~f-J2Xobation--,--_that __ ...the_ defe.!l-gant _!;H~ __ e.Y511 uaLe.Q __ to 

36 d,etermine.. the neecl. fOL--l?J>-y-chiatric or --l?.§ycholQ_qicC!_J_~_1JnJ?JLl.i!!.9..L 
ang,_-.iL_j t is determineq __ illmKQJ?I iat..§.....J2;l __ the_cour-Lt._. tQ... recst.ive 

3 8 QQYQ..hi9J: ric ___ QL_---L1 S ;leho 1 QgLc~_ co uns eli nq_Sl1:.. __ ...tb.§ ___ ~f e_Ildgn t ' s 
.exJ;>ense. 

40 
Sec. 90. 17 MRSA §1032, sub-§2, as enac ted by PL 1987, c. 383, 

42 §4, is amended to read: 

44 2. Penalty. Cruelty to birds is a b±<l<&&-E 'cJas:?_...l2 crime. 
J_!LS!.9di tion ~<illY-- otheL_Qengl ty __ ~J.Ut.hor ized _ by law, the __ QQJJK.t 

46 shall imJ;>ose a fine of not less than $100 for each violation of 
.this section. 

48 
Sec. 91. 17 MRSA §1033, sub-§I, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 

50 §4, is amended to read: 
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1. Violation. A person is guilty of animal fighting who 
2 knowingly: 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

A. Owns, possesses, keeps or trains any animal with the 
intent that the animal engage in an exhibition of fighting 
with another animal; 

B. For amusement or gain, causes any animal to fight with 
another animal or causes any animals to injure each other; or 

C. Permits any act in 
done on any premises 
control. 

violation of paragraph A or B to be 
under ais that person's charge or 

Animal fighting is a Class C crime. In addition to any other 
16 IL~JJ.alty authori.zed.-AY-law, the court shalJ,._Jmpose a fine of not 

less tha~2PO for each viola~ion of this section. 
18 

Sec. 92. 17 MRSA §1037, first,-r, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, 
20 §4, is amended to read: 

22 No person owning or responsible for confining or impounding 
any animal may fail to provide the animal with proper shelter, 

24 protection from the weather or humanely clean conditions as 
prescribed in this section. ±B-~ae-~~~--~8~-aBima~Sr-BetaiB~ 

26 iB- tll.±6-- -6€-€~-i-e*l- -may- -be- -GO-n-&t-r~ -a-..<;- -impe-si,.ag -&.99o~t;.901'- - ~eqHi r;:emeBts 
e 1O' - -st;.aaaa1'-as - -ffiO-F€- -- -s-t-r-inge.n.t- - -t-hafr- - *l-e-Hlta.J..J.y- - aeeeFltes- -}ms:eaIle~y 

28 pF aeti ee s- iH- ~R.€- -p-a-£-U_-€-tl.J.-a-£-~.:y- -whe-r--e- -t.-he- -a£-l,.rna.1- -0-1'- -&.99o~t;.e1'- - i s 
±e e ate e T - -]1:901'- - -]?"H-F-p-G-&e& - -o-f- - -t-h"i-G- - -&e£-t-i-on-,- - £-e-£-6-e-6- - -6R.-a.J..J.- - He t- -Be 

30 eeBsieelO'ee-~ar;:m-aBima±sr 

32 Sec. 93. 17 MRSA §1037, sub-§2, ~B, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

383, §4, is amended to read: 

B. Shelter from inclement weather saa;!,± must be as follows. 

(1) An artificial shelter with a minimum of 3 sides 
and a waterproof roof appropriate to the local climatic 
conditions for the species concerned saa±± must be 
provided as necessary for the health of the animal. 

(2) If a dog is tied or confined unattended outdoors 
under weather conditions waiea that adversely affect 
the health of the dog, a shelter of suitable size with 
a floor above ground and waterproof roof saa±± must be 
provided to accommodate the dog and protect it from the 
weather aBeT---ia--~~~1-&r-,--~-£~---6€¥€£€---ee±eT 

±BaeeqHaEe-6ll.€Jte£-m-ay-~-i~i~~~-~he-&.9iv901'-ia~-e~ 

Eae-ee~-~-t.-o--aG~-weaEae~-~e£-~~~-J?-e1'-~-e~ 

~g-miBHEes or elements. 

Sec. 94. 17 MRSA §1037, sub-§5 is enacted to read: 
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2 5. Livestock. Livestock must be psovided with shelter 
suitable for the health of the animal. Livestock must have 

4 access to a constructed or natural shelter that is large enough 
to accommodate all livestock comfortably at one time. The 

6 shel ter should be w~~_draing~nd 11-rot~ct the Ii 'LestoJ;;J~_jrom 
direct sun, rain, wind and other inclementweather~ 

8 
Sec. 95. 30 R A MRSA §4221, sub M §2, '1lA, as amended by PL 1991, 

10 c. 688, §2, is further amended to read: 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

A. The 
standards 

commissioner shall also establish certification 
and a program to certify familiarity with court 

procedures for: 

(1) Plumbing inspectors appointed under this section; 

(2) Code enforcement officers, as set forth in section 
4452 and in Title 38, section 441: 

(3) Department of Environmental Protection employees, 
as set forth in Title 38, section 342, subsection 7; aad 

(4) Maine Land Use Regulation Commission employees, as 
set forth in Title 12, section 685-C, subsection 9..- L 

and 

(5) State humane agentJL._Qnd state veterinarian~~~ 

set forth in Ti tIe 7, sect.ion 3909 L subsection 2~. 

Certification under this paragraph is effective for a period 
of 3 years unless sooner revoked or suspended by the 
Administrative Court upon complaint by the commissioner on 
grounds of fraud, negligence, misconduct or incompetence in 
the performance of duties. After being certified by the 
commissioner under this paragraph, a plumbing inspector may 
serve civil process on persons who violate the plumbing and 
subsurface wastewater disposal rules of the department. The 
municipal officers may also authorize the inspector to 
represent the municipality in District Court under section 
4452. 

Sec. 96. Preparation of recodification. The Off i ce 0 f Po 1 i cy and 
44 Legal Analysis and the Office of the Revisor of Statutes shall 

jointly prepare a bill for submission to the Joint Standing 
46 Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry to the Second 

Regular Session of the 118th Legislature that recodifies the 
48 Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, Part 9. 

50 Sec. 97. Scope of recodification. In preparing the proposed 
recodification, the Office of Policy and Legal Analysis and the 

52 Office of the Revisor of Statutes shall reorganize the 
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law contained in the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 7, Part 9, 
2 eliminate archaic terms and confusing language wherever possible, 

update cross-references and make other technical changes 
4 necessary to improve the readability and accessibility of that 

Part. The recodification is not intended to contain substantive 
6 changes to the animal welfare laws. 

8 Sec. 98. Report. The Office of Policy and Legal Analysis and 
the Off ice of the Revisor of Statutes shall submit the proposed 

10 recodification to the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture, 
Conservation and Forestry no later than December 1. 1997. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

This bill 
inconsistencies, 
make changes to 
Committee. 

rewrites 
c1arify 

reflect 

SUMMARY 

certain animal welfare laws to remove 
language. streamline enforcement and 

input from the Animal Welfare Advisory 
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