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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1358 

H.P.978 House of Representatives, March 4, 1997 

An Act to Amend the Procedures for Finalizing the Kennebec County 
Budget. 

Reference to the Committee on State and Local Government suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Representative JONES of Pittsfield. 
Cosponsored by Senator CAREY of Kennebec and 
Representatives: COLWELL of Gardiner, FULLER of Manchester, JABAR of Waterville, 
Senator: MILLS of Somerset. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 

Sec. 1. 30-A MRSA c. 3, sub-c. I, art. 8, first 2 lines, as 
and replaced by PL 1991, c. 533, §l, are repealed 
following enacted in their place: 

Article 8 

KENNEBEC COUNTY BUDGET COMMITTEE 

repealed 
and the 

Sec. 2. 30-AMRSA§862, as amended by PL 1991, c. 533, §3, is 
12 repealed. 

14 Sec. 3. 30-A MRSA §862-A is enacted to read: 

16 §S62-A. Kennebec County Budget Committee 

18 In Kennebec County there is established the Kennebec Count.Y 
Budget Committee to carry out. the purposes of this article. The 

20 budget committee consists of 9 voting members anO_L.1lon .. yptj,P-9 
members selected as follows. 

22 
1. Municipal ~~resenta~ives. Prior to September 15th eaCh 

24 y~~!lniciI?al officers within each commissioner district shall 
c.aucus and eJ.~ .. ct members from that district for terms a~ovideQ 

26 in-J2,aragraph A. There must be 3 memb.e.Ls froJ!l each commissioner 
distr ict, 2 of whom are municipal officers apd one of .. _.whom _~_Q 

28 municipal official as defined in sectiQ..n 2001. No more than __ QP~ 
membeC.lILay represent the same municipality .Qt on~time '. 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

A. Members serve for 3-year terms, except that initially 
each district caucus selects one member for a one-year ter~ 
pn,e member for a 2-year term and. one member to_L~~ar 
term. If a budget commi.ttee member ceases to be a municipal 
officer or official durins the term of membership-'--.that 
member shall resign the membership and the next district 
cauCJJ .. §L shall elect a qualified .. municipal officer or official 
to fill the membership for the remainder of ~unexpired 
t .. ~ .. rm-,-

2. Legislative member. By December Is.h everY-9theL~L 
42 the Kennebec County legislative delegation_ sha~elec~_~_of th~ 

delegation's members to serve on the budget committee as 
44 nonvoting members. 

46 

48 

3. Budget committee chair. 
select its own chair ea~ar. 

Sec. 4. 30-A MRSA §863, as repealed and replaced by PL 1991, 
50 c. 533, §4, is repealed. 

52 Sec. 5. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§§l, 2 and 3, as amended by PL 1991, 
c. 533, §5 and affected by §10, are further amended to read: 

54 
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1. Proposed budget. The county commissioners shall submit 
2 aH i temi zed aUa4get: - -e-s-t. .. imat-&.- -as- - -€le-£-€-i'-ib€-€!- -i-n- - £e-e-t-ieR£- -1-0-1-,-- -7Q 6 

aHa--~~Q~T finance estimates in the form of a budget to the 
4 aevisEH'Y budget committee iH--a--t-ime-ly--faslli9HT no later than 60 

days before the end of the county's fiscal year. 
6 

2. Budget review process. The aeViS9I'Y budget committee 
S shall review the pI'9p9See itemized estimated budget prepared by 

the county commi ssioners, together wi th any supplementary 
10 material prepared by the head of each county department or 

provided by any independent board or institution or another 
12 governmental agency. The aaViS9I'Y budget committee maY----aGV'is-e 

t:lla t: - -to-R-e- --p-r~ - :'I:>-U6'ge-t- -ae - -i-ae-F-e-asedr - -de-or-e-a-&e-d--,-- - -a-l-te-i'e-El- -El I' 
14 I'eviseEh--p-r-ov--i-d€<l--t:llat: shall prepare a proposed budget and......ffi.Qy 

jncrease~decrease or alter th~_ estimated budget a~ lo~~~: 
16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

A. The aavisElI'Y bUdget committee enters into its minutes an 
explanation for any recommended change in the estimated 
expenditures and revenues as initially presented by the 
county commissioners; and 

B. 1'1leI.n_ the prQJ2os~.JL_l.;>udget, total estimated revenues, 
together with the amount of county tax to be levied, equals 
the total estimated expenditures. 

26 3. Public hearing. The aaViS9I'Y budget committee shall 
hold at least 2 public hearings in the county on the proposed 

28 budget before the end of the county's fiscal year and before t:lle 
eemmissiElaeI's--t-i-n·a-I-J.-y--appI'eve final~_Q.Q.option of the budget. At 

30 least one public hearing must be held in the northern part of the 
county and at least one public hearing must be held in the 

32 southern part of the county. Notice of the hearing must be given 
at least 10 days before the hear ing in a newspaper of general 

34 circulation within the county. 

36 Sec. 6. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1991, c. 533, 
§7 and affected by §10, is repealed. 

38 
Sec. 7. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§4-A, as enacted by PL 1991, c. 

40 533, §S and affected by §10, is repealed. 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

52 

Sec. 8. 30-A MRSA §864, sub-§4-B is enacted to read: 

4-B. 
hearing is 
budget .and 

Adoption of budget; 
completed, the budget 

transmit that budget to 

tax levy. After the public 
commi ttee shall adopt a final 
the county commissioners. 

A. The county commissioners may not further increase, 
decrease, alter or revise the budget adopted by the budget 
committee except by unanimous vote of the county 
commissioners. If the adopted budget is changed b-y-__ the 
county commissioners, the budget commi ttee may r~ject that 
change by a 2/3 vote of its membership. The budget is final 
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and not subiect to further q,ction by either the count.,y 
cOI)1missioners or t~1JQget committee upon fai~J!Le.~~.b~ 

commissioners to unanimousl~ecommend cha~es in the budget 
transmitted from th~ budget_committee or upon acceptance or 
rejection of changes ~ the budget committee. 

_B_. __ The .budget adop.t~9 under this subsec:tion 
author ization for ~ assessment of county 
co un ty t ax au tp.o r i z~ __ iJL ___ Qill2Qr t i 0 ne d and 
pccordance with sectiQ~~ 

is the final 
taxes and the 
collected in 

Sec. 9. 30-A MRSA §866, as enacted by PL 1989, c. 473, is 
amended to read: 

§S66. Filing of county budget 

A copy of the final budget al'l.a--6~-~t-s·-sha±± 
18 must be filed, on forms approved by the Department of Audit, with 

the State Auditor, who shall retain them the~ for 3 years. 
20 

22 SUMMARY 

24 This bill eliminates the requirement under current law that 
the Kennebec County commissioners submit the annual county budget 

26 to the Legislature for approval. It also eliminates the advisory 
budget committee and places responsibility for the final budget 

28 approval on a budget committee composed of elected and appointed 
municipal officials equally representing the county commissioner 

30 districts. 
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