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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. I. 20-A MRSA §5815 is enacted to read:

§5815. Pilot School Choice Program

The Department of Education shall establish by rule the

pilot School Choice Program, referred to in this section as the
"program,” in elementary education in a_ minimum_ of one school

administrative digstrict or union. _The program must:

1. Allow tramsfer of child. Allow a parent or guardian to
transfer a ¢hild to a public school or an approved, nonsectarian
private school of the parent's or guardian's choice; and

2. Require payment. Notwithstanding any other provision in
this Title, reguire the sending municipality as defined in
section 15652 to pay $2,000 per c¢hild for tuition assistance to
the receiving school.

The rules adopted pursuant to this section are routine
technical rules for the purposes of Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter II-A.

SUMMARY

This Dbill requires the Department of Education to establish
by rule the pilot School Choice Program in elementary education
in a minimum of one school administrative district or umnion. The
program would allow a parent or guardian to transfer a child to a
public school or an approved, nonsectarian private school of the
parent’'s or guardian's choice. The bill also requires the
sending municipality as defined in the Maine Revised Statutes,
Title 20-A, section 15652, to pay $2,000 for each child to the
receiving school for tuition assistance.
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