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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1302 

S.P.407 In Senate, March 4, 1997 

An Act to Amend the Aid to Families with Dependent Children Program. 

Reference to the Committee on Health and Human Services suggested and ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator RAND of Cumberland. 
Cosponsored by Representative SAXL of Portland and 

JOY J. O'BRIEN 
Secretary of the Senate 

Senators: GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock, KILKELL Y of Lincoln, MILLS of Somerset, 
PARADIS of Aroostook, Representatives: MAYO of Bath, QUINT of Portland, TOWNSEND 
of Portland. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §3741, sub-§l, as enacted by PL 1995, c. 418, 
4 Pt. A, §5, is amended to read: 

6 1. Administering program. The department may §hall 
administer and operate a program of aid to dependent children 

8 witRia-~~~i~~-gtate6-~~~~-~r~~-Aet-~£4-~--ameaameat6 

aaa--add-~-i--ons--t9-~-he--Ae\;, which is called the Aid to Families 
10 with Dependent Children p[Qgram. ~Re--aepa~tmeat--sRa~1--a169 

imp ±emea t- -a-l'l.€!- -ope-r-a-t-e- -a- -F-~F-affi -9 ~ - -aJ.€!- ~-£)- -t-he- ~pe-:ad€-B-t;. - eRi la ~ea 
12 9~-J.-l'l.~-a€~-~~~~~~~~-~aempleyed-pa~eats-~~~~-wit;.~-46 

gaiteE1--St-a-t~-G9EleT--Se-o-t-i-on--eG+T--as--ameaEleElT The program aids 
14 needy families that include a dependent child who is deprived of 

parental support or care because one parE"~.~_ absent, 
16 jncapacitated or unemployed. 

18 The departmenL-ID§.Y-JJse funds pro.vided _under_th~'Qnited~g.t~Ji 
Social Security Act, Title 1V-A or state funds al?~riated for 

20 this purpose, or a combination of state and federal _j;J,lnd~ __ to 
provide assistance to families under this cha~ 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §3471, sub-§7, 1[C is enacted to read: 

C. "Direct aid" means aid provided under this chapter thAt 
fgmilies with dependent chi1dr~n may ~A~froID __ ~he 
department in the form of a check, alternative aid pursuant 
to section 3760-1 or aid to teen parents pursuant to section 
3741-C, subsection 3. 

Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §3741-C, sub-§l, as repealed and replaced by 
32 PL 1995, c. 418, Pt. A, §7, is amended to read: 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

1. Participation. A recipient 
an education, training or employment 
~ami±y--g~ppe~t--Aet unless exempt 
paragraph At B or C. 

of AFDC must participate in 
program as-4~~~~~-~-tRe 
under pa~a~~apR6--A--aaa--g 

A. The recipient is exempt if that recipient is the parent 
or another relative of a child under 2 years of age and is 
personally providing care for that child; is unable to work 
due to a physically or mentally handicapping condition as 
determined by the department; is needed in the home to care 
for an impaired household member; or is 60 years of age or 
older. 

B. The recipient is exempt if that recipient has a child 
who has needs that are professionally documented related to 
physical disabilities, mental illness, mental retardation, 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

developmental delays or disabilities, 
behavioral problems. 

or 

C. The recipient is exempt if that recipient 
that recipient's ability to participate 
recipient is a victim of domestic violence. 

emotional or 

is hindered in 
because the 

Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §3741-C, sub-§§5 to 7 are enacted to read: 

10 5. Eligibility and benefits. The department shall 
establish eligibility criteria and benefit levels for direct aid 

12 that __ must be uniform statewide and may not be 1 imi ted in duration 
except as otherwis~rovided in this section. 

14 
6. Due process. The ~rtment shall take written 

16 .Q.J2J2lications for aid, which must be available on request. The 
.9....§J?artment shall provide the applicant a written notice of the 

18 g~anting or denial of aid within 30 days of the application. If 
.the family is granted aid, the notice must state the amount of 

20 the benefit and aid must be provided to the family within 45 days 
of the date of application. If the family is __ denied aid, the 

22 notice must inform the a~licant of ~ reason for the denial. 
The notice must inform all applicants of their right to a fair 

24 hearing before an impartial hearing officer and also inform the 
applicant how to request a hearing. Hearing requests may be made 

26 orally or in writing. Hearings must be conducted pursuant to the 
Maine Administrative Procedure Act. 

28 
L_o ___ Information. The depar.tment shall provide all 

30 ill2-Plicants for aid under this section with wr i tten information 
understandable at a 6th-grade reading level and orally, a~ 

32 appropriate or if request~~_~out the conditions of eligibilit~ 
the scope of programs, _the effect of earned income on assistancfu. 

34 the existence of related services and the rights and 
responsibilities of applicants for and recipients of aid under 

36 this section. 

38 
SUMMARY 

40 
This bill authorizes the Department of Human Services to 

42 continue Maine's Aid to Families with Dependent Children program, 
using money from the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families 

44 block grant funds that replace the federal Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children program in the United States Social Security 

46 Act, Title IV-A. It further establishes that in Maine there will 
be no time limit on receipt of aid to families with dependent 

48 children and that victims of domestic violence who would have 
difficulty participating in ASPIRE-JOBS are exempt from such 

50 participation. This bill also places in state law the 

Page 2-LR1718(1) 



due process and fairness protections that are currently part of 
2 the AFDC program, but have been repealed from federal law. 
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