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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 1273 

S.P.388 In Senate, February 27, 1997 

An Act to Establish the Maine Center for Arts Education. 
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printed. 

Presented by Senator AMERO of Cumberland. 
Cosponsored by Senator SMALL of Sagadahoc and 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 5 MRS A §12004-C, sub-§8 is enacted to read: 
4 

8. Board of Expenses Only 20~A MRSA §8254 
6 Trustees, Maine Center 

for Arts Education 
8 

Sec. 2. 20-A MRSA c. 312-A is enacted to read: 
10 

CHAPTER 312-A 
12 

MAINE CENTER FOR ARTS EDUCATION 
14 

§02S1. Center established 
16 

The Maine Center for Arts Education, established pursuan~ 
18 this chapter, is composed of a charter school for the purpose o( 

providing artistically motiv~d students who have exhausted . the 
20 available programs in their sending schools with _ a challenging 

educational experience and student and professional development 
22 institutes in the arts. The center is a body politic anq 

corporate and is an instrumentality and agency of the State. The 
24 exercise by the center of the powers conferred by this chapter is 

the performance of an essential public function by an~n behalf 
26 of the State. 

28 §8252. Mission; funding 

301. Charter school. The charter :;;chool is establi.shed_~...Q. 

public school located initially in the greater Portland areaL and 
32 the following provisions app~ 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

A. The school is a pilot project 
resources in the greater Portland 
QPPXopriate to existing resources in 
State may be developed. 

utilizing existiqg 
area. Other models 
other parts of the 

fL, The school must provide intensive education in the arts 
and functions as an extension of the sending schools located 
within the region's boundaries. 

, 
C. The school's curriculum must be designed to exceed state 
educational standards and meet individual student needs. 
The school must provide programs in the visual, ----1?-.erforming 
and .Ii terary arts. 

D. Eligible students from this State m.QY. attend the school 
free of tuition charges. 

Page l-LR0835(l) 



2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

E. Students from other states and 
school on a space-available basis 
tuition, fees and room and board as 

countries may attend the 
by paying the cost of 

established by the board 
of truste_~ 

~_J~_~Ghool_ may establish operating rules 
notwithstanding any other provisions of this Title, 
contradict, modify or augment existing rules of 
g~artment. 

that, 
may 
~he 

2. Student institute. The student institute is established 
12 as a statewide resource for students who are highly motivated in 

the arts and who have exhausted available programs in their 
14 pending schools and need an intensive, short-term experience in 

a~~9 education. Prog~ams may vary from a few days to one week in 
16 duration depending on the time of year and nature of the 

QX~ram. Students will be recruited from allover the State. 
18 

3. Professional Devel9pment Institute. The Professional 
20 Development Institute is established as a statewide resource fo~ 

classroom teachers incl~ding both general educators and arts 
22 _specialists, and the fo)lowing provisions apply. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

8_. Professional development traini~essions must be made 
available to artists and teachers in all areas of the State 
when the program is fully established. 

B. Professional development program content must be 
develQ~o meet the needs of rural and urban areas and for 
_schools that have limited access to the arts due to 
limitations on local curricula or lack of outside resources, 
artist residencies or fundi~ 

C. The institute shall coordinate with existing 
professional development programs for teachers of this State. 

D. The institute shall coordinate with existing arts in 
education programs Q~ll~ Maine Arts Commission. Statewide 
arts education organizations shall advise the institute. 

§8253~_ Definitions 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
44 indicates, the following terms have the following meanings. 

46 1. Board of trustees. "Board of trustees" means the Board 
of Trustees of the Maine Center for Arts Education. 

48 
2. Center. "Center" means the Maine Center for Arts 

50 Education. 
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2 3. Chart.er school. "Charter school" means ~blic school_ 
that, notwithstanding the provisi.ons of this Ti tk.._ may establish 

4 rules that contradict, modiiY- or augment _ existing rules of tl].~ 

department. 
6 

4. .Inst.itut.e. "Institute" means the Professjopal 
8 Development Ins~ute. 

10 5. School. "School_" means the charter _ sch...ool __ for;: 

12 

14 

16 

performing, visual, literary and other arts. 

6. Sending school. "Sending school" means gny 
~a~dm~i~n~l~'~s~t~r~a~t~l~'v~e __ ~u~n~i~t~ __ t=h~a~t~~h~a~s~~a~-2s~t~u~d~e~n~t_~i~nL-~a~t~t~endance 
center. 

school 
at the 

1. Trustee. "Trustee" means a member of the Board o{ 
18 Trustees of the Maine Center for Arts Education. 

20 §8254. Board of trustees 

22 

24 

The _board of trustees as established in Title 5, 
]. 2 004 ~ sub sec ti 0 n 8 i ~"..h""e,--...s;p,-"o,-,l,,-,l=.· ""c.J,-y_--'.'mC!-'a",k",l=..· n=g_-"a"u"-,t""h""o"-,,-r=i-,,,t,,,-Y. 
governing body of the school. 

section 
aJld __ the 

26 1. Membership. The board of trustees consists of 19 __ soting 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

members and 2 nonvoting members as follows: 

b. The commissioner or the commissioner's designee; 

B. The Chancellor of the Un~versity of Maine System or the 
chancellor's designee; 

C. The chair of the Maine Arts Commission or the chair's 
designee; 

D. The chair of the statewide community cultural alliance 
or the chair's designeej 

E. Three members who are teachers, one of whom is an arts 
teacher who resides in the gKeater Portland area and teaches 
at the school and is a nonvoting member and 2 of whom are 
arts teachers representing different geographic regions of 
the State, appointed by the Governor; 

F. Eight members of the public, at least 3 of whom must be 
artists, appointed by the Governor and subject to review by 
the joint standing committee of the LegislatllLe having 
jurisdiction over education and cultural affairs and subject 
_to confirmation by the Legislature. In appointing pubJ,ic 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

members who are grtists, every effort must be made to 
appoint artists with experience with teacher training 
proqr.i;l.ms .. .sLLJ'esidencies or other arts in education programs; 

~,-_.-1l1~exegllti.Y.e director of the statewide alliance for 
.Q.~gucation~ its suc~esso",-,,-r_-,o,,-,r,-,g,.,.a_~ization, o~r,---",-th~e 

executive director's designee: 

tl_. _ . .Qne student member who has been elected by the students 
at the school for a term of one year L 

I. One parent 
P-Qrent of a 
.9overllQ£1 

of a 
graduate 

student enrolled in the school or a 
of the school, appointed by .the 

J. Two me.~m~b~e~r~s~~o~f __ t~h~e~ board ~o~f~~d~~~'~r~e~c~t~o~r~s~~o~f __ t~h~e 
organization designed to support the Maine Center for Arts 
Education, or. its successor organization, appointed by the 
chair of the .Q£ganization; and 

K. The chief executive officer of the center, who serves_as 
~ clerk of the board of trustees and is a nonvo~ing member. 

J.1L_ .. QPJ2..9inting membeXli.._t.Q_ .. the bo~of trustees, 
shall give proper consideration to achieving 
representation and gender equity. 

the Governor 
geographical 

2. Chair. The board of .. trustees shall choose annually one 
of its .. mempers to serve as chair. 

3. Meeting~~~~ board of trustees shall meet at least 4 
32 ~im~~~~_at regular intervals at the call of the chair. 

34 .1_. __ 0Y9rum. A--SU!.orum for the transaction of business is 
consJ:.ituted by a majority of the members of the board of trustees 

36 .Q.nd all official actions of the board of trustees reg:uire a 
majori..tr vote of those members present and voting..... 

38 
5. Compensation. Members are compensated pursuant to Title 

40 5, section 12004-C, subsection 8. 

42 ~ .. J..erJJIs. The terms of the. member§_~_the board of 
trustees who are ~ointed by the Governor are for 3 years unless 

44 otherwise designated. 

46 §S255. Powers of bogrd of trustees 

48 The boarQ~~stees has the following powers and duties: 
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1. Policies and bylaws. To develop_ and adopt----12-olicies _and 
2 ru~ including bylaws, neces_~gKY-0r useful for the operation of 

the center; 
4 

:2. Administration. To oversee the. administratio~L ... the 
6 center, includi..lli,;J the hirimL~_a_ chie_~ecutiy~fficE;Lh 

cons~ltants, teachers and administrative support staff; 
8 

~"-- Financial management. . To appoint a tregsurer ,_Ylh.Q ___ neQ.Q 
10 Dot be a member of _ the_QQard of trustees I and _t9~~ce-Rt 

90nations, bequests or other .LQrms of financial--.£.MistanJ;;Jt_fo:( 
12 g~ducat.ionaL.purpose from a public or private~xsQ.1L~_ggency 

and in compliance _with rules gQverning_gLg_nts--.f:r;:om __ the_._fed~ral 
14 Government or from any otheL_~Q.rson O~~~L 

16 4. Budget de1lelopment. T~...Qar<;L_ and_~dopt an annua],. 
budget for the ...9pera.tion -.9..f_J;hlL...Qenter: ang~~Kerci..1i!~LPulliLet.gn 

18 re~_9nsibili ty and allocate for .exPQ.uQi tJJ_L~_~._the .cen.teX __ J3-ncl, 
l2.£Qg r al11JL.JJn<'le r i_.t&..j.1lr i s Q,.Lc t i 0 n __ g_LL_t.h~-.U! sou r:~_eQ_.A.y.Q i 1 ab.J& .. _[QX 

20 tlLEL.QJ;LfLratLon . ...QLth.f1_cente.L_and jJ~lLJ2rograms;. 

2 2~-,,-. Indemni f,icatiQ!!.-"-_._':l'.~L.i.1LQe!Dni.tY-tJ1_~ u s tee s I ___ Qf:[:i,J;:.e.KJ:>L 
.teaching staff ang emp~~ .. QJLfiliQted wi th __ -.the.----.<;:~llter._and_.j;'-Q 

24 ~l,lrchaSe _alliL..ma..intain insuranke __ .tQ. indemnify_tb..9_~§)_ .. ~JJi.Qns t.Q._the 
extent provided in Title~-B~ __ ~ec~io~_711L 

26 

9_,,-~;gl~~._1'Q_J$2qui r~L§JLC ur i ~Lo r tlle f aij~.bJ:.lJ.LJ2§).s..fQ.Lmanc e 
28 QL..dJJ tie s_~..t.lliLQ_.U ice r s f _ t r us te elL.~roJ2.l.Q.)'J;Le1L_gJML 0 the.L.agen t s 

.0 f ~bJL c e ute Ll'!ho--2J..!L.Sill.t.r us.be.iLwLth _tn$2 __ c us tQ.dY--._QL..t.h.ELJ;EZ.tLt.eL'? 
3 0 s e c ur it i e s 0 r _.-au th 0 J;' i z e<L_ to __ Jiil:;];m.r; s e the __ L1J.n9-_L_QL_ .. th~ .. _. c e tLt_~. 

The secur~IlUl_~J;;.(;lUsist of a bond, eitb~Q----.hlanket_4Qnd 0J_a,};l 
32 individuq.l bond with a sur~J!ondf or bonQJLmy.-Ul9:-_<a....ln.L:nl.!DllJD 

1j.mi t~ttion. of $100,000 CO,-,:.e.K __ for_.each ....ins1J..J;:.~c1 __ .12~LSQn-'-- ____ 'Ihll 
34 expense of a bond is assumed by the center; 

36 7. Property mana~~nt. __ ~cqui~--y-_ purc.ha~_any 
property, la,nds, buildings I ~J::ru.Q.t.1lr.~facili ties or_..e.quipment 

38 and make improvements to facilities necessary to fulfi.V_..!-he 
J2.!-l£J2.Q_Q.~_ 0 f t h i s ch ap t e U 

40 
8. Continuing ed~~atio_~. To offer workshops, seminars and 

42 other continu~education programs through the institu~~~ 

44 9. Certificates and di-plomas. To offer courses of study 
and grant diplomas and certi~Jcg..~_pn completion of courses. of 

46 study.. This may be done in COOPeration with any sending school; 

48 10. Contracts and agreements. To enter into any contracts 
and agreements, to .the extent that funds are available I .~ thtZ 

50 execution of its powers under this chapter; 
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2 11. Delegation. To delegate duties and responsibilities as 
necessary for the efficient operation of this chapter; 

4 
12. Criteria .for enrollmen"-,t~._~T=-o,,,- establish cr iter ia to be 

6 uSSt~iQ __ <:leterminiIill_ eligitLilij~Y __ 9_~_.gpplicants for enrollment a.t 
thecent.er. The criteria mus.t include methods of ensuring gender 

8 ~--SL1Lit.y_for_~h\ldents. selected; 

10 1-:;t._. __ Styden~_.9.nduct. To prepare and adopt procedure::; and 
rules_ .. l.o ensure the smoottLQpera.t.ioQ...Q;t_ELtudent conduct standard~. 

12 
14. Geographical basis. To develoE---£rofessio~al 

14 ii!;LY_e.lmnn§nt.JllQ9xam.s thaJ;~ will ... JeaclL teacD.ers in all areas of the 
Sta~ancLJ;;.Q_develop-~m~L adopt an admission~oli~ __ ~.nsl!r~ 

16 1ba Ll>j~J!gen~f rpm._.QU.~~J .. _ the _:i.t.9_UL..ha_ve_.l!IL.Stl;llLi;!LQpp_Q..r....t.uni t.y 
1.9_.1), t U!.ILQ_...the s chQ..Q.ll. 

18 
J.5_,--~~eli_~Q __ charge~_._ T(L..§..::;.t.ab Jj"sJl __ .Qnd __ colI e c.t.......1le C.J:L::;.Q..i;!b:Y 

20 fee L alll;L.~.Q.._ s EtL.QQ 1 Lc;;j.~_$_J;".~j3. t in~...t_Q __ Q..t.he r .~NQQJ" i a tJL...Qh.a rgsu;;. 
for teacher1i.and other·s partic-U>_atilliLi1L..professional development 

22 prQg.LP.JIlJi_and fQL....s.J;.J!.c;le...:QtS __ 9L1.h§. __ s choQU 

24 
g.n~L~J;J1QdL 0 f aliELe..!ilLi.mJ_P.L9_9.L!:UUL_in the. 1 eve 1 S 0 f ac hi e veme n.Li n 

26 tM __ ~ __ ~KQL!Ilj.ng... ___ .u~1"~_..9...L...Q.tlllU. __ .9,rts for students v.rDQ 
.PQ£.t.iqipate in schooL....,pS..Qgrams and to establish benchmarks o,Jld 

2 8 !TI!'Lt h Qd s ___ QL .. q.l;>.Q.~.s_s._ing_-P.li>..g£e s s_.i.D. t he. __ l? r 0 f e s s ion a 1 de ve 1 0 pm !'L!lt_Q X 
.t e i2,.Cll\L.L1i w h.Q----PQ r t i c i pat e J.JL.Q£O f e s s ion a 1 d e.y.e 10 l?If\J;w.L_Q£Qg.r aml;>.l. 

30 
17_~epork __ T~£Q.:r.t..J2iel1nialU-__ tQ. __ the Governor and th~ 

32 i.Q5nt standing commi.ttee of the Legislat1J,re hq.vin.g jurisqic.t.ion 
over ._51_ducation and Gultural affairs on the results of the 

34 assessment in subsection 16 by the board of trustees on the 
geneJ9.-.L.~atu§.._oL.....the _ceI1teL......anq to provide annually to the 

36 Governor and the Legislature a.~llQncial a\tdi.t of the center 
QQnductEt9~_jgL,i..Ilil~j;>endent auditor; 

38 
18. SU!L_Q!: be sued. To sue or be sued in the name of the 

40 center; and 

42 .19. Other. To do any other act necessary or useful for 
carr-yin9..QJli._i t.§...l>Q.wers, duties or purposes. 

44 
§S256. Programs and op'erations 

46 
1. Calendar~ar. The institute. operates on a year-round 

48 basis and the school ope.rates on an academic year that meetLQ£ 
exceeds the minimum number of statewide student instructional 

50 .daYh 
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2 2. Courses of studYL-pr~rams; plan. The board of trustees 
shall submiLlJy Febru.a.!:L_~_ 1998 a plan to the joint standing 

4 committee of the Legislature having jurisdiction over education 
and cul.tural affair$. that outlines the educatioI}al programs 

6 J2.r.ovide~L- the center Gons_is tent with available fundj.ng---.t..9r 
those programs. 

8 
Jhe institute, to be operational in Januar~_~998,_~in~lude but 

10 is not limite~t0----12L9fessiona~~'l~lopment ~.Yities~ 

teachers, workshops, seminars, outreach activiti~o all sc.qool 
12 administrative units, summer courses, master classes, teache~ 

exchange programs, artist residencies and various other programs 
14 for teachers, students and artists. The institute may .offer 

pther innovative programs that_meet_the purpose of th~ center and 
16 assist in the professional development of all teachers. 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

The school, to be operational in September 199~ shall. ~ffer. 
cour s e s 0 f ins t r uc tion de s.=ic::lgL.<,n."e,-"d"-.-.><t""o--",ex ~nd _.J;!1151L- whe re a-PPJj.~b I e I 

supplement the sending school's existin.9..-..Q.~rograms and shall 
utilize: 

A. Existin~condary'- and post-secondarL __ ~duQ.9.tional 
insti tutions in tillLgr.eateLJ'ortland a..r.~ 

B. Private reso~rces available for the purpose of providiug 
coordinated programs for highly motivated ~~ts to 
advQ,nce their technical and ru:of~~ional sJdllst 

h ____ Arts insti tutions.LJl.nd 

~ __ Org ani.? at i o IlS __ !;l.nd as s..9 c i~tt i ons. __ .in bo th t.QEL nonp ro f i t.....Q..n.d 
PLofit-making sectors. 

:The school in the Portland area is designed as one model among 
36 other models that m~ developed with appropriate resources in 

pther areas of the State. 
38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

~. Sc~ool aqmission. The school ~ admit high 
students and may offer _ early admittance to .students 
exceptional abilities or special circumstances warrant 
early entry. 

s.<;;hool 
whose 
their 

-"4'-".'------'T""e=l.."e'""c~o'-"rmn=un=""i'_"c'_"'a"'t=i"_'o""n=s_"_. _ __"T'_"h~e"___c"'_"'e~n'-"t'-"e'-'r'---'I"'-n""a.l_y make -ill?P r op ria te 
activities and materials available for the benefit of students 
and teachers statewide via the_-HS~t~a~t~e~'~s_~t~e~l~e~communications 
infrastructure. 

§8257. Financing authority 
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The board of trustees may borrow funds, issue bonds and 
2 ne~otiate notes and ott~~ evidences of indebtedness or 

obligations of the center for renovQ,.tion and construction 
4 purposes to pay for costs as defined .in Title 22.1- section 205~ 

subsection 3 and may issue temporary notes and renewal notes to 
6 pay for those costs. Bonds, notes or other evidences of 

indebtedness .or obligations of the center are legal obligations 
8 of the centeL payable solely from its revenues and other sources 

of funds, including funds obtained pursuant to Title 22, section 
10 .2053, subsection ~-B, paragraph C, and do not constitute a debt 

Qf liability, and those bonds .. and notes are not includable in any 
12 debt limitation of the State or any municipality or political 

subdivision of the State. The board of trustees has the 
14 discretion to fix the da~_maturity, denomination, interest 

rate, place of payment, form and other details of the bonds or 
16 notes of the center. Unless. otherwise provided in the vote 

authorizing their issuance, bonds or notes of the center are 
18 signed by the treasurer and countersigned by the chair of the 

board of trustees. The board of trustees may pledge or assign 
20 its revenues, including any funds that have been or may be 

appropr iated to the center by-~ municipality in the sending 
22 area, and the proceeds of those revenues as security toward its 

bonds, notes, other evidences of indebtedness or othex 
24 obligations of the center. The proce~.of bonds, notes or other 

evidences of indebtedness ~_ be invested in accordance with 
26 Title 30-A, sections 57Q6 and 5712. Bonds, notes and other 

evidences of indebtedness is~ued under this section are not debts 
28 of the State or a pledge of the credit of the State, but are 

payable solely from the funds of the center. 
30 

Sec. 3. 22 MRS A §2053, sub-§4-B, as repealed and replaced by 
32 PL 1993, c. 706, Pt. A, §5, is amended to read: 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

4-B. Institution for higher education. "Institution for 
higher education" means: 

A. Any private, nonprofit or charitable institution or 
organization engaged in the operation of, or formed for the 
purpose of operating, an educational institution within this 
State that, by virtue of law or charter f is an educational 
institution empowered to provide a program of education 
beyond the high school level; ass 

B. The Maine School of Science and Mathematics, as 
established in Title 20-A, chapter 312. To repay any 
necessary outstanding construction bonds, the adjusted 
tuition and insured value factor amount defined in Title 
20-A, section 5805, subsection 3 T may be increased as 
specified in that definition. The adjustment may be used 
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2 

solely to repay bonds from the authority and expires when 
the bond is retiredr; and 

4 C. The Maine Center for Arts Education, as established in 
Title 20-A, chapter 312-A. To repay any necessary 

6 outstanding construction bonds, the adjusted tuition and 
insured value factor amount defined in Title 20-A, section 

8 5806 may be increased as specified in that definition. The 
adjustment may be used solely to repay bonqs from the 

10 authority and expires when the bond is 'retiJ;_ed. 

12 Sec. 4. Initial termsj board of trustees. Notwithstanding the 
Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 8254, sUbsection 6, 

14 the terms for the initial members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Maine Center for Arts Education who are teachers and members of 

16 the general public and are appointed by the Governor are governed 
by this section. Of the 3 arts teachers initially appointed 

18 pursuant to Title 20-A, section 8254, subsection 1, paragraph E, 
one member serves a term of 2 years and one member serves a term 

20 of 3 years as designated by the Governor. Of the 8 members of 
the general public initially appointed pursuant to Title 20-A, 

22 section 8254, subsection 1, paragraph F, 2 members serve 2-year 
terms and 3 members serve 3-year terms as designated by the 

24 Governor. 

26 
SUMMARY 

28 
This bill establishes the Maine Center for Arts Education. 

30 The center is composed of a charter school in the Portland area 
and a student and a professional development institute, which is 

32 established to utilize the arts in education to provide teacher 
training and other programs for all teachers on a statewide 

34 basis. The charter school would establish a series of regional 
arts education programs for artistically motivated students who 

36 have exhausted the available programs in their sending schools. 
The charter school is deBigned to be replicated in other areas of 

38 the State. This bill represents the recommendations of the Task 
Force on the Maine School of Visual and Performing Arts, 

40 established in Public Law 1993, chapter 706, Part B. 
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