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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION .. 1997 

Legislative Document No. 1269 
------,--------------, 
H.P.926 House of Representatives, February 27, 1997 

An Act to Implement the Recommendations of the Task Force on 
Tribal-State Relations. 

Reported by Representative THOMPSON for the Task Force on Tribal-State Relations 
pursuant to Resolve 1995, chapter 84. 

Reference to the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary suggested and printing ordered 
under Joint Rule 218. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 30 MRS A §6212, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1993, c. 600, 
4 Pt. A, §24 and affected by §25, is further amended to read: 

6 3. Responsibilities. In addition to the responsibilities 
set forth in this Act, the commission shall continually review 

8 the effectiveness of this Act and the social, economic and legal 
relationship between the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot 

10 Nation and the State and shall make such reports and 
recommendations to the Legislature, the Passamaquoddy Tribe and 

12 the Penobscot Nation as it determines appropriate. 

14 Sevea Six members constitute a quorum of the commission aaa-a if 
at least one representative each of the Passamaq.uoddy Tribe, the. 

16 Penobscot Nation and the State. is presenh __ .h decision or action 
of the commission is not valid unless 5 members vote in favor of 

18 the action or decision. 

20 Sec. 2. 30 MRSA c. 605 is enacted to read: 

22 CHAPTER 605 

24 TRIBAL-STATE RELATIONS 

26 §1501. Definitions 

28 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

30 

32 

34 

36 

indicate~e following terms have th~llowing meanin~ 

1. Advisory 
Advisor~Committee 

section 7502. 

committee. "Advisory committee" means the 
on Tribal-State Relations establisheiL .. _Ry 

2. Commission. "Commission" means the Maine Indian 
Tribal-State Commission established by section 6212. 

38 §1502. Advisory Committ.ee on 'Iribal-State Relations 

40 L Advisory committee established. The AdvisorY-~QmmJ.ttee 

.on Tribal-State Relations is established to serve as an advisory 
42 resource to the commission anq. a forum for discussion of issues 

concerning tribal-state relations. 
44 

2. Membership. The advisory com~ittee consists of._not ID9J§ 
46 than 15 members. Membership must include the_ . .!!l~mber ...Q.:L-.the 

PasJi.amaquoddy Tr ibe elected to represent the Pa.§..§..QID..§.SlJoddy Tribe 
48 at each biennial Legislature, the member of the Penobscot Nation 

elected to represent the Penobscot Nation at each biennial 
50 Legislature, a representative of the Houlton Band of 
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Maliseet Indians and a repr.esentative of the Aroostook ~and of 
2 Micmacs, selected by their respective triQ.~.~~nd at least 2 

membe.r;:s of the Legislature..L selected Qy the commission. . The. 
4 commission shall appoint any additional members. 

6 3. Terms. Members are appointed for 2-year terms and serve 
at the pleasure of the commission, except that Tribal 

8 Representatives to the Legislature and State Legislators serve ex 
officio. There is no limit on the number of terms a person ma~ 

10 serve. 

12 4. Chair. At least once every 2 year: . .Q.L_ the. members shall 
elect a chair from among the members .. 

14 
5. Meetings. The advisory committee shall meet at the call 

16 Qf the chair or upon the reques:t of the _commission, .. but at least 
twice a year. 

18 
6. Duties. The advisory committee shall act as a forum for 

20 discussion of issues affecting tribal-state relations, including 
i.ssues outside the Act to Implement the Maine Indian Claims 

22 Settlement. The advisory committee shall provide~dvice to the 
cQmmission and shall make .recommendations to t~mmission. 

24 

26 

28 

1. Personnel. The advis9~ com.,-"m"-,=i-"t,-"t,-"e~e"--=m=a,,,,,y>--=e~ __ personnel 
as it considers necessary a~.d 

.discl1arge its duties. These 
~ivil Service Law or rul~~ 

de s i r""a""bc.=l,-,>e"---",i",n"-----",o--,,-r..,,d,,,e=r to e f f e c t i vili 
em.PJ,oyees are not subj_~~....t~t.he 

30 8. Fees, expenses of members. The advisory committee 
members are entitled to receive ~5~:r.~~ for their services 

32 and to reimbursement tor rea,.sonaQ~ex~nse.s, including travel. 

34 9. Funding. The advisoa..~.ommittee may receive from any 
source allocations, appropr iatio~. loans t --9..rantJ? and 

36 contributions ot; .JJloneY . ......Qr other things of value to be h.eld, used 
or applied to carry out this chapter, subject to the conditions 

38 y.pon which. the loans, grants and _ cont.riblltions . may-~~de, 
includi~ but not limited to, appropriations, allocations, 

40 10a~.Q..,~nts or gifts from a--ll.ivate~urc~ fede.I~_or 
gQvernmental . subdivision of the State or itJ~~encies. 

42 

44 SUMMARY 

46 This bill comprises the legislative recommendations of the 
Task Force on Tribal-State Relations, created by Resolve 1995, 

48 chapter 84. 
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The quorum requirement for the Maine Indian Tribal-State 
2 Commission is altered to allow 6 members to constitute a quorum 

if there is at least one member representing each of the 
4 Passamaquoddy Tribe, the Penobscot Nation and the State. 

6 The Advisory Committee on Tribal-State Relations is created 
to assist the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission in its 

8 responsibilities by serving as a source of advice to the 
commission and as a broad forum for the discussion of any issues 

10 concerning tribal-state relations, including issues not included 
in the Act to Implement the Maine Indian Claims Settlement. The 

12 membership must include not only the representatives to the 
Legislature of the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation, 

14 but representatives of the other federally recognized tribes in 
the State: the Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians and the 

16 Aroostook Band of Micmacs. At least 2 members of the State 
Legislature will be selected by the commission to serve as 

18 members. 
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