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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 22 MRSA §1601, as repealed and replaced by PL 1977, 
4 c. 347, §2, is repealed. 

6 Sec. 2. 22 MRSA §§1601·A and 1601-B are enacted to read: 

8 §1601-A. Definitions 

10 As used in this chapter_L unless the context otherwise 
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings-,--

12 
1. Mass gathering area. "Mass gathering area" means a 

14 place, public or private, maintained, operated or used fgr or in 
connectign with a mass outdoor gathering. 

16 
"Mass gathering area" also inG,ludes all camping areas used 

18 primarily or exclusively in copnection with the mass gathering 
and those camping areas need not ~ontiguous. 

20 
2. Mass outdoor gathering. "Mass outgoor gathering" mean~ 

22 an actual or anticipated assembly of mor_e than _ 2, 000 people 
occurring mostly outgoors but i~des a t~orary structure and 

24 whose ~s§embly at the ma~ gathering area continues gr is 
reasonably expecteg to conti.illilL.-L.Qr more than 12 consecutivg 

26 h.ruu:li. A mass outdoor gatherinQ... incluges all~.ml)':egations ang 
assemblies organized or held for any purpos~ but does not includ~ 

28 assemblies in permanent structur_~ designe.LQL __ intended for __ . .1U'i§' 

by a large number of people. To determine whether a mass outdoo~ 
30 .gg.thering extends for more than 12.... consecl!tive....._holJ..L~the 12-lJour 

period begins when people are f~rst permi~ at the mass 
32 gathering area and ends when ~ople in attendance are eX-E-\LG....teILJ;,Q 

depart. 
34 

3. Operator. "Operator" means a person who holds, stage~ 

36 sponsors or promotes an outdoor mali gathering. The operator 
also means the person responsible for the managinq.....Q~he _maQ.Q 

38 .outdoor -9.athering area and, . if no person is responsi~-L-.the 

operator means the owner, lessee or possessor of the real 
40 property upon which the mass outdoor gathering takesplace._ 

42 4. Permanent structure. "Permanent structure" means C! 

stagium, an arena, an auditorium, a coliseum, a fairground or 
44 other established place for assemblies. 

46 5. Temporary structure. "Temporary structure" means a 
structure erected or sited for temporary or nonpermanent use. 

48 
§1601-B. Permit required 

50 
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A person, cor~orationL~tnership, association or gro~ 
2 £illY._kiJld mSJ.-Y- not sponsoL hold, conduct, advertise or otherwise 

~omot~ mass outdoor gathering unless a~mit is obtained from 
4 the commissioner. 

6 Sec. 3. 22 MRSA §1602, as amended by PL 1987 I c, 402, Pt. A, 
§139, is repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

8 

10 
1. Written J!Pltlication. An application for a permit to 

12 hQlsLa mQ..§lL.Qutdo~.r-9g._tb~dru;;L.l!lust be filed with tJllLcommissioner 
D~lJ~ .. ss __ than 60 ~s before~e first day of the mass outJio.Q!: 

14 g9.thering. The cQmmi§sioner shall issue a pe.rmit for a mass 
putQooC---9:Q..t.hering __ \!pon .. __ receipt of a writtf!~-plication_.........b.~..Q 

16 llitrlJlit ... if ..QILLe..IDti.!:...~men_t.s and conditions of th~apter are met 
g..n~ th~e..r.g..t&x demQIg;l.liQt..eJi.. comp li a,nce with Q r _th£L~ i li ty tQ 

18 .Q91J.!P.l.Y_ wi.t.b the. heall1J-_~Q.Sl..Le.ty rule.s governing outdOQr ma~ 
g..<;1...t .. Q<iLriru;u; pursuant to~tiol1s 1608 gn~JH!...!_ 

20 
~_ ... _ .. .contents of applicatio~ __ -----LIl---'lJ;ld..itiQn to other 

22 intQxma.tion the commissioner may rea§onabl:l- reg;uire from an 
£!J:!p).ic.ant for a permit. _ the .. permit alWl.iJ;;..ation must coptain the 

24 foll .. owing_.informaU.Qp-'-. 

28 li_. __ 1L_descri-ption of_the.proposed event; 

30 .c., A statement .. .Q..f~_tb_Et_maximUIJl __ numb~~ons th~ 

QJ:!et..9-_tor wi:bL_a:Lio .. lL..t_o.... .. attend the mass __ QutCloor gathering and 
32 the--pl..an_thiiL..o_psLrator. intends to U~_ to limit q.ttendance to 

thCl,.t number. The __ OPe):,ator shall _ prQvide prov~s~ons for 
34 lleventiIJ,g_ the number_oL----P!'!ople in excess 9...f_ the ~imum 

permitte_Q __ nU.ffi..b.er from g_aining ac~s to the mass gathering 
36 £!ll...a1_ 

38 12,-__ A ___ stat~ment from loca;L fire and police authorities 
haviJ;J...9-_iurisdiction over th<;L area.........._Q.L~e propose!;l_!J1as§. 

40 ~utdoor ~h~ril19--Q.cknowledg~~ that aQeg;uate security, 
_traff.ic control and law enforcement _i..s.. available for the 

42 ~roposed mass outdoo~ gathering; 

44 

46 

48 

50 

E ,_ The~ecific details,- including certified copies of 
contracts entered into, of provisions relating to: 

~Food and drink, 

(2) Sanitary facilities; 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

(3) Transportation and parking facilities: 

(4) Security and protection of surrounding areas; 

(5) On-site medical facilities; 

~(~6~) ____ ~J~a~n~~:·.t=o==r=i~a=1~~s~e~rvic.~e~s~~a=n~d~_~p~o~s~t=g~a==t=h~e~r~i=n~g~~t=rash 
removal; and 

(7) The bond or verified evidence of 
~n~e~g~o~t=~~'"a~b==l=e __ -=s=e=c=u=r~i~t=i~e~s~~~~'n lieu of the 
applicable; 

cash or 
bond, if 

F. A diagram of the proposed site of the mass outdoor 
gathering area that includes: 

(1) The location and number of all proposed toileth 
lavatories ~nd water~ly source~ 

(2) The location of food . service areasL-fi~~~Q 

facilitJes, refuse Qisposal facilitie[L~ all sec-uriu 
and traffic con~_.p.§..rsonneU 

~The location and size of all entrances and. exits 
to public highwaysL 

ilL The location and size Q.:L __ all_ingress an~gLess 
roads in anq aroun~~a~ gatherins-are~ 

~ The location and size of all camp~9IeQ~and 

G. If applicable, a statement from the municipal 99verning 
body in which the mass outdoor gathering. is intended._-.tQ_ be 
held that the mass out,;door----9i!.thering has .municj,'pal~'proval ;. 
and 

H. Examples of proposed advertisin~ the eve~~ if a~ 

3. Commissioner's determination~ determining whether to 
42 grant or deny the permit, th~ commissioner shall. consider th~ 

availability of the following: 
44 

46 

48 

50 

A. An adeguate and satisfactor~ater ~ly and sewage 
facili ties; 

B. Adeguate refuse storage and disposal facilities; 

C. Adequate medical supplies and care; 
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4 

6 

8 

10 

D. Adequate fire protection; 

E. Adequate police protection; 

F. Adequate traffic control; 

G. Sufficient coverage through a bond, liability insurance, 
cash or negotiable securities; and 

I. Any other matters that may affect the public health or 
12 safety. 

14 4. Permit ~enied; appeal. An applicant who has been 
aggrieved by the commissioner's decision to deny a permit under 

16 this chapter may appeal to the Superior Court pursuant to the 
Maine Rules of Civil ProcedureL-Rule 80B. 

18 
Sec. 4. 22 MRSA §1604, as amended by PL 1977, c. 347, §5, is 

20 repealed and the following enacted in its place: 

22 §1604. BOlld. requirement 

24 If a local ordinance does not require that liability 
insurance or a bond be furnished to_.t.h!L_90verning body of th.e. 

26 municipality in which the mass outdoor gathering is to .~ held, 
.tlJ.JL.Qx.gg.niz~shall~rovide a bond in-.a.~.amount determined by the 

28 department but not to exceed $200, OOOL.. issued by a suret-y--. compauY 
authorized to --.t.Lansa~L._!;Lusiness in this State-, ___ CaslL~r. 

30 negotiable securities or equivalent value _may be furnished in 
lieu of the bond. The purpose of the bond is to ensure 

3 2 compliance_wij;..h..~_&_shapter and compensation of .. damage to 
2KQPerty, whether.public or private. The !;Lond guarantees cleanup 

34 ~he operator of the area used for the. mass outdoor gathering 
and compliance by ~he operator with any applicable state or local 

36 .,LQJi or regulg.tion. The bond is .. .-tQ bep.efit anyone who is injured 
or dam~ed in the municipality-for which the permit is issued as 

38 1L...X.esult of .. _t~activity--of a_mass~utdoor gathering. Anyone 
claiming again1?~ bond may bring an action in the Superior 

40 Court of the county in which the municipality is located wi thin 
pne-year of the occurrence of the damage of which the. complaint 

42 was made. In furnishi.ng_su~J::L.£.. bonfu the operator is deemed to 
have appointed the surety company as agent for the service of 

44 process upon the operator or, if cash or securities are supplied 
in lieu of a bond, the ap:glicant shall appoint, in writing, an 

46 agent for the service of process, irrevocably, for the term 
within which action may be brought before any permit is issued. 

48 If a local ordinance in the municipality in which the mass 
gathering is to be held requires the posting of a bond or 
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liability insurance to olL~ain a permit for a mass gqLhering~ 
2 local ordinance applies. 

4 Sec. 5. 22 MRSA §1604-A is enacted to read: 

6 §1604-A. Deposit 

8 The operator shall provide a cash ~osit to the 
commissioner to cover the anticipated and r~onabl.lL... costs of 

10 police, fire and medical services provided by the State. Within 
30 days after the mass outdoor gatherin£L- the actua~Q..t..e costs 

12 must be calculated and the d~it must be _ refunded _~the 
QQerator to the e~ent it exceeds the actu~state costs. If th~ 

14 ~.~state costs exceeJl the amount deposite~~QJ2.ftLQ.t..Q.r. 

shall pay the exce~~~o the State within ___ l~~~~te~ 
16 notification. 

18 Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §1605, as amended by PL 1977, c. 347, §6, is 
further amended to read: 

20 
§1605. Permit fee 

22 
The fee for saeh t.be permit sha,lJ.--se j,Ji $100 and must 

24 accompany the application the !'e;jge f.' . A;J,,l--meaeys Money received 
under this chapter shaJ:l ffilJ.S...t. be used to help defray the costs of 

26 the administration the!'eef:. 

28 

30 

32 

Sec. 7. 22 MRSA §1606, as enacted by PL 1971, c. 341, is 
amended to read: 

§1606. Penalty 

Any person violating any provision of this chapter, 9F-iHl.Y 

34 f.'a,l e- -and- -Feq.b1:1a t,ieB .91lY-!!1un i G ip aLJ;:.e..gu 1 a ti 0 !l_9J ___ ~mY.. __ !:'lJJ e iss ue d 
pur s uan t t:hei'e te T --&ha-l~--b-e- -l§H:.Hl.-i-6£€d- .by. -a - -f..J.--ne- --G-:E- - Bet.-.ffiO-l?-& - thaB 

36 $§TQQQ-e£-by-~~~-6~ffi€£~--f~-~~~~~~~-~~~~~a&r-G-F-by-beth 

~l.lis ...Qh£Q.~.r._ commits _9. __ Class D crime. 
38 

Sec. 8. 22 MRSA §1607, as amended by PL 1987, c. 395, Pt. A, 
40 §88, is further amended to read: 

42 §1607. Application 

44 This chapter does not apply to fairs, exhibitions and 
similar events held by agricultural societies and associations, 

46 pomological societies or poultry associations as defined and 
regulated under Title 7, chapter 3, or military activities. It 

48 sha±± does not apply to persons, associations, corporations, 
trusts or partnerships licensed under Title 8, chapters 11 and 19. 

50 
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Sec. 9. 22 MRSA §§1608 to 1610 are enacted to read: 
2 

§U08. Rules 
4 

For the protection of the public health, safety and welfare 
6 of those attending mass outdoor gatherings and of other persons 

who may be affected by mass outdoor gatherings, the department 
8 shall adopt rules _to carry out the provisions of this chapter and 

to establish requirements for the provision of facilities and 
10 services at the mass outdoor gatherings. The rules must include L 

but are not limited ~ the establishment of requirements as 
12 follows: 

14 1. Minimum size of activity. area. General requirements 
relating to the minimum size of an activity area including 

16 camping and parking space and distance from public wgter supplies 
and watersheJi.li 

18 
2. Ingre§;Ji and egress roads. Adequate ingress and egress 

20 XoadsL--P9rking facilities and entrances and exits to public 
highJi~ 

22 
h~rov(Lcon.trol. Plans fo~ limiting attendance and crowd 

24 control; 

26 
services and personnelL-anq 

28 
_5. Sanitation cont~ol •. SanitQLY water supply~source and 

30QJ.§~r.,tbuti.Ql11 toilet facilitieSLJ_ewage _ disposal; __ solid waste 
colle~ti~Qnd disposal~ food dispensing; insect and rodent 

32 contrQlLand postgatheriQg cleanup. 

34 §1609. Security and medical personnel 

36 Qnly certified lq.w enforcem~ personnel or __ ~ontract 
~rity companies licensed in accordance with Title 32, chapter 

38 93 shall provide se~yxity services. All medical personnel 
including any Qmbulance service mus~_licensed by the State. 

40 
§1610. Rules 

42 
Rules adopted pursuant to this chapter are routine techn.l,.cal 

44 rules as defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

46 
SUMMARY 

48 
This bill amends the mass gathering laws by establishing 

50 health and safety rules to regulate mass outdoor gatherings. 
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