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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows
Sec. 1. 2 MRSA §6, sub-§6, as amended by PL 19

is further amended to read:

6. Range 85. The salaries of the following
and employees are within salary range 85:

Director of CGiwvil-Emergenaey-Preparedneeés the Maine Emergency

Management Agency:

91, c. 626, §1,

state officials

Members, Maine Unemployment Insurance Commission; and

Director of the Military Bureaus; and

Director of the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services.,

Sec. 2. 5 MRSA §952, sub-§1, YA and B, as amen

c. 626, §2, are further amended to read:

A. Director of the Military Bureau; and

ded by PL 1991,

B. Director, Maine Emergency Management Agency-; and

Sec. 3. 5 MRSA §952, sub-§1, D is enacted to re

D. Director of the Bureau of Maine Veterans'

ad:

Services.

Sec. 4. 10 MRSA §1026-C, sub-§3, YA and B, as amended by PL

1991, c. 626, §3, are further amended to read:

A, One or more individuals who are residents of the State
and who have received from the DPivision--eof--Veteranst
Serwvieces Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services or any successor

agency certifications that they are veterans;

B. A business organization in which at le
controlling ownership is held by one or more

or

ast 51% of the
individuals who

are residents of the State and who have received from the
Diwvision--of-Veterans'--Serviees Bureau of Maine Veterans'

Berviceg or any successor agency certifications that they

are veterans.

Sec. 5. 18-A MRSA §5-104, as amended by PL 197

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:

§5—104. Delegation of powers bv parept or guardian

9, c. 690, §17.

(a) A _ parent or guardian of a minor or incapacitated

person, by a properly executed power of attornevy,

may_ delegate to
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another rson, for a riod not exceeding 6 months, any of that
parent's or guardian's powers. regarding care, custody or property
of the minor c¢hild or ward, except the power to consent to
marriage or adoption of a minor ward. A delegation by a court
appointed guardian becomes effective only when the power of
attorney is filed with the court,

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a unless herwige stated
in the power of attorney, if the parent or guardian is a member
of the United States Armed Forces Reserve under an order to
active duty for a period of more than 30 days, a power of
attorney that would otherwise expire is automatically extended
until 30 days after the parent or guardian ig no Jlonger under

those active duty orders or wuntil an order of the court so
provides.

This subsection applies only if the parent or guardian's service
is in support of:

(1) _An operational mission for which members of the reserve

mponents h been grdered o) ti uty without their
consent: or

(2) Forces activated during a period of war dgélgrgd by

C r or riod of national emergen declared the
President or Congress.

Sec. 6. 22 MRSA §4314, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1995, c. 86,

§2, is further amended to read:

2. Financial institutions. A treasurer of any bank,
federally or state-chartered credit union, trust company, benefit
association, insurance company, safe deposit company or any
corporation or association receiving deposits of money., except
national banks, shall, on request in writing signed by the
overseer of any municipality or its agents, or by the
Commissioner of Human Services or the commissioner's agents or by
the Commissioner of Defense and Veterans' Services or the
commissioner's agents, inform that overseer or the Department of
Human Services or the Divisien-ef--Vekerans'--Sefwviees Bureau of
Maine Veterans' Services of the amount deposited in the
corporation or association to the credit of the person named in
the request, who is a charge upon the municipality or the State,
or who has applied for support to the municipality or the State.

Sec. 7. 37-B MRSA first 2 lines are repealed and the following
enacted in their place:

TITLE 37-B
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Sec. 8. 37-B MRSA §2, first §, as amended by PL 1987, c. 370,

§10, is further amended to read:

The department shall--egensist consists of the following
bureaus-and-ageney:

Sec. 9. 37-B MRSA §2, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1991, c. 626,

§5, is further amended to read:

3. Bureau of Maine Veterans® Services. The Diwvisien--of
Veteransl-BServiees Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services.

Sec. 10. 37-B MRSA §3, sub-§1, §C, as enacted by PL 1983, c.
460, §3, is amended to read:

C. Satisfy the requirements of section %07 107-A; and

Sec. 11. 37-B MRSA §4, as amended by PL 1993, c. 694, §1, is
further amended to read:s

§4. Directors of bureaus

The-Divigion -of--Veterans! - Services -and-eash Bach bureau of
the department must have a director. The Director of the
Military Bureau, the Director of Operatieons--of--the--Divicion-ef
the Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services and the Director of the
Maine Emergency Management Agency are each appointed by the
Adjukant-Gereral commissioner and shall serve at the pleasure of
the Adjutant-GCemeral commissioner. Fhese-directors-may-net-hold
any-ether- state--office- for -compensation~--Lf -the -Adiunkant-Ceneral
is-unable -te-aci,--the -Direetor-of -the- Military -Bureau--has--the
eivilian-administrative- powers— and- duties -of -the -Adjutant-General
in-the-Adjutant- Cenerall s--capacity as -Commissioner of -Defense-and
Veterans'-Serviees~--The-Divector--of--the Military -Bureaw -may-alse
perform-other-givilian- duties-of--the -Adjutant General-as-assigned
by~--the-~Adjutant--General -or--the -Governor+ The commissioner may
designate one of the bureau or agency directors to have the same
civilian administrative powers and duties of the commissioner if
the commissioner is unavailable or unable to act. The directors
will perform _other civilian duties as assigned _ by the
commissioner or Governor.

Sec. 12. 37-B MRSA §106, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 460, §3,

is amended to read:

§106. Assistant adjutants gemeral
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The Adjutant General may, subject to the approval of the
Governor, appoint an assistant adjutant general for the Maine
Army National Guard and an assistant adjutant general for the
Maine Air National Guard, each with the qualifications set forth
in section %07 107-A, who may hold the grade of brigadier general
and shall serve at the pleasure of the Adjutant General. The
assistant adjutant general for the Maine Army National Guard
shall-be is responsible for the general supervision of training
and administration of the Maine Army National Guard and the
assistant adjutant general for the Maine Air National Guard shaii
be is responsible for the general supervision of training and
administration of the Maine Air National Guard.

Sec. 13. 37-B MRSA §107, as amended by PL 1983, c. 594, §3,

is repealed.

Sec. 14. 37-B MRSA §107-A is enacted to read:

§107-A. Qualifications of Adjutant General and assistant
adjutants general

A person appointed Adjutant General or assistant adjutant
general must be or have been a member of the Maine National Guard
for at least 5 vyears and must have attained at least the
federally recognized rank of lieutenant colonel.

Sec. 15. 37-B MRSA §112, as enacted by PL 1985, c¢. 16, is

amended to read:

§112. State Area Command

The Adjutant General shall organize a staff to be called a
State Area Command, STARC. It shall command, control and
supervise Army National Guard units employed in support of civil
authorities in the protection of life, property and preservation
of peace, order and public safety under competent orders of state
authorities. In the event of mobilization of some or all Army
National Guard units by the President of the United States, it
shall assist the State in organizing and training a militia, if
required, perform command and control functions in support of
civil authorities, as directed, and prepare to reconstitute the
Army National Guard and Air National Guard when wunits are
relieved from federal service. It shall must be commanded by a
federally recognized officer who may be the Adjutant General or
Deputy Adjutant General. The commander shalil-be is assisted by a
Deputy State Area Command Commander, who shail must be qualified
in accordance with section 107 107-A and not hold a grade above
Brigadier General, and who shaldl may not be the Deputy Adjutant
General.
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Sec. 16. 37-B MRSA §143, as amended by PL 1983, c. 594, §4,

is repealed and the following enacted in its place:
143. Pay; allowances and benefits

1. Pay and allowances. Members of the Maine National Guard
ordered to active state service under this Title, unless
otherwise gstated in specific orders regarding that duty, are
entitled to receive the same pay and allowances as is payable to
persons of the same branch, grade and classification _in the

federal military establishment.

2. Minimum wage. Notwithstanding subsection 1, specific

orders for active state service, called by the Governor, include
a _minimum pay based wupon at least 12 hours a day at the state

minimum wage..

3. Benefits. Members _of the Maine National Guard
performing state active service pursuant to section 181-A,
subsection 4 or 5 for more than a 15-day period are eligible to

articipate in the s e employee health and dental insurance
programs, are entitled to receive reimbursement for official
travel and accrue vacation and sick leave in a manner equal to
other confidential state employees,

Sec. 17. 37-B MRSA §151, as enacted by PL 1983, c. 594, §e6,

is amended to read:

§151. Military Lodging Fund

The Military Bureau may operate and maintain lodging
facilities for military personnel and eharge collect a quarters
fee of-not--more -than-$5--each--night-te--autheorived National ~-Guard
or--active- 0r-reserve-Uaited- States -military-personnel on behalf
of both the federal government and the Military Bureau. The fees
shall-be-used & -provide -funds-to- cover--the -cost -of ~-mainktenance,
eleaning--and--laundry--gervices~-£for will fund these 1lodging
facilities. That portion of the fees due the Federal Government
will be transferred to the United States property and fiscal
officer on a guarterly basis or as reqguested. Any balances
remaining at the end of the fiscal year shkall do not lapse but
shall must be carried forward to be used for the purposes stated
in this section.

Sec. 18. 37-B MRSA §155 is enacted to read:
§155. Reimbursement fund

The Maine National Guard may provide services in_ accordance
with section 181-A, subsections 4 and 5 and section 183 for
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federal, state, county, regional and municipal overnments and

agencies and nongovernmental entities and may charge for those
services, The fees collected must he allocated for funding the
cost of providing those services.

Sec. 19. 37-B ¢.7, first 2 lines are repealed and the following
enacted in their place:

CHAPTER 7
B Al F_MAL VETERANS * RVICE

Sec. 20. 37-B MRSA §501, as amended by PL 1991, c. 626, s8,

-is further amended to read:

§501. Purpose

The Division-of-Veteransi-Serviees Bureau of Maine Veterans'
Services, referred to in this chapter as the '"diwvision bureau,"
is established and shall provide informational services, program
assistance, memorial facilities and financial aid to veterans in
the State and their dependents in order to imnsure ensure that
they receive all entitlements due under the law, are relieved to
the extent possible of financial hardship, receive every
opportunity for self-improvement through higher education and are
afforded proper recognition for their service and sacrifice to
the Nation.

Sec. 21. 37-B MRSA §502, as amended by PL 1993, c. 694, §2,

is further amended to read:
§502. Director of Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services
The Director of Operations-eof--the--Divisien-e£f the Bureau of

Maine Veterans' Services, referred to in this chapter as the
"director," shall direct the operation of the divisien bureau.

Sec. 22. 37-B MRSA §503, as amended by PL 1993, c. 694, §3,

is further amended to read:
§503. Powers and duties

The Direetor-of-Operaktiens director has the following powers
and duties.

1. Employment of personnel. The Direetor--0f--Operatioans
director may employ, subject to approval of the appointing
authority and the Civil Service Law, the personnel necessary to
administer this chapter. All full-time permanent employees,
except clerical employees, must be persons who served on active
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duty in the United States Armed Forces during any federally
recognized period of conflict, as defined in section 504,
subsection 4, paragraph A-1l, subparagraph (3).

2. Expenditures. The Direckeor--of--Operatiens director may
make expenditures approved by the Ad3uktant-General commissioner
necessary to carry out this chapter.

3. Agent. The DPirectoxr--of--Operatieons director shall act,
upon request, as the agent of any Maine resident who has a claim
against the United States for ‘any compensation, pension,
insurance, loan or other benefit accruing as a result of any
federal military service and, in cooperation with all public and
private agencies, shall prosecute the claim without charge.

4. Record. The DPireekor--eof--Operakions director shall
maintain a permanent record of all Maine residents who served in
the armed services after December 7, 1941,

6. Other duties. The Director-of-Operatiens director shall
perform other duties required by this chapter.

Sec. 23. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c.
694, §4, is further amended to read:

1. Land acguisition. The DPireckter--of--Operations director
may acquire by eminent domain in accordance with Title 35-4,
chapter 65 and with approval of the Governor, or by purchase,
gift or otherwise, real estate in fee simple, or any interest
therein, for use as a Veterans' Memorial Cemetery. The land may
not exceed 200 acres in area and must be located near the center
of population of the State.

Sec. 24. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1993, c.
694, §5, is further amended to read:

2. Superintendent. The DBireetor--of-~Operations director,
with approval of the appointing authority, shall appoint a
competent and trustworthy cemetery superintendent and shall
arrange for personnel, material and equipment necessary for
adequate maintenance of the cemetery. The superintendent must be
an honorably discharged war veteran or a war veteran currently a
member of the armed services in nonactive or reserve status.

Sec. 25. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§3, as amended by PL 1993, c.
694, §5, is further amended to read:

3. Monuments, buildings and markers. The Direeter--of

Operatiens director shall ecause-+to--be-erected erect a suitable
monument in the center of the cemetery.
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694,

694,

A. The monument must be suited to the topography of the
land and display, on suitable flag poles, the national
emblem and the state flag in accordance with the Flag Code.

B. The immediate area surrounding the monument must be
prepared and reserved as a suitable place for commemorating

" Memorial Day and other appropriate observances. The

remaining grounds must be laid out in a wheel-like pattern
around the monument, expanding from the center as required.
Suitable buildings may be erected for purposes the Direetor
of-Operations director determines necessary.

C. All grave markers must be flat-type granite, as
furnished by the United States Department of the Army,
Memorial Division, or flat-type granite facsimiles of a
marker. All boxes used for burial must be protected with
permanent vaults or grave liners. Stones and vaults may not
be provided at state expense. ’

Sec. 26. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§4, B, as amended by PL 1993, c.

§6, is further amended to read:

B. The Direector-of-Operations-shall director must allow the
earth burial in the cemetery of any eligible veteran who
requests burial in the cemetery. The Director-of-Operakions
shall director must allow the veteran the option of crypt
burial if crypt space exists, All burials must be without
charge.

Sec. 27. 37-B MRSA §504, sub-§4, §C, as amended by PL 1993, c.

§7, is further amended to read:

C. At the dependent's request, the Direetoxr--of--Operations
shall director must allow an eligible dependent of a veteran
to be buried in the cemetery if, at the date of the
dependent's death, the veteran would be eligible for
burial. Dependents may be buried in the earth or placed in
a crypt adjacent to the veteran without charge, provided
that:

(1) If the veteran dies first, the dependents specify
in writing their intention to be so buried;

(2) If the dependent dies first, the veteran specifies
in writing the intention to be buried in the cemetery;

or

(3) Eligible family members of members of the armed
services or veterans who are permanently buried

Page 8-LR0431(1)



overseas, buried at sea, missing in action and declared

2 dead, or whose bodies are inaccessible for other =
reasons, may be buried in this cemetery, provided that )
4 the deceased member of the armed services or veteran
was eligible for the burial at the time of death.
6
Sec. 28. 37-B MRSA §505, sub-§1.99B to H, as amended by PL
8 1991, c. 626, §16, are further amended to read:
10 B. Application for .financial assistance under this
subsection must be made to the diwisien bureau on forms
12 provided by the diwisien bureau. Application may be made by
the veteran or that veteran's dependent or a person
14 recognized by the divisien bureau as entitled to act on
behalf of that person.
16
C. Eligibility for aid is determined as follows.
18
(1) Financial assistance must be granted under this
20 subsection to a veteran who is:
22 (a) Single;
24 (b) A resident of the State: and
26 (¢) In dire need.
28 (2) Financial assistance must be granted under this \ 3
subsection to a spouse, a child, a parent or the
30 parents of a veteran if that person is a resident and
in need.
32
(3) Financial assistance under this subsection is not
34 forfeited because of temporary absence from the State.
36 (4) The divisier-shall bureau must give preference to
applications when the death or disability of the
38 veteran is due to military service or when the death or
disability may be presumed to be due to military
40 service.
42 D. The 4divisiean--shall Dbureau must require proof of the
veteran's disability and its effect on the veteran's ability
44 to provide for the veteran and the veteran's dependents.
46 E. The division--shali--determine bureau determines the
amount of financial assistance allowed under this
48 subsection, In making that determination, the diwisien
shall bureau must give consideration to the following:
50
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(1) The resources of the veteran and the veteran's
dependents, including all other income and resources
available to provide the dependents with a reasonable
subsistence compatible with health and decency;

(2) Budgetary standards compiled by the divisien
bureau that reasonably reflect current costs of average
standards of living; and

(3) Other necessary expenditures and conditions
applicable in each case.

F. Financial assistance approved by the divisiern bureau and
audited by the State Controller must be paid by the
Treasurer of State and may, in the discretion of the
divisien bureau, be paid to any person whom it may designate
for the benefit of eligible dependents.

G. The divisien bureau shall administer funds appropriated
for the purpose of carrying out this subsection and shall,
in accordance with the-Madime -Administrative--Rrocedure -heky
Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II, adopt rules necessary
to administer these funds.

H. Any person who is denied financial assistance under this
subsection or who is not satisfied with the amount allotted
to that person by the divisien bureau may appeal to the
Commiscioner----9f----Defense-~~-and----Veterangl----Serviaes
commissioner. Each applicant for financial assistance must
be advised, at the time a decision on the application is
made, of the applicant's right of appeal and of the method
and time for making the appeal. The appellant must be
provided with reasonable notice and a fair hearing. At the
hearing, the commissioner or a member of the diwvisien bureau
authorized by the commissioner shall hear all evidence
pertinent to the matter at issue and render a decision in
the name of the commissioner, within a reasonable time after
the hearing. ©On request of the appellant, the commissioner
shall arrange for the hearing to be recorded in writing or
on tape. A copy of the record must be provided to the
appellant at the appellant's request and expense. An appeal
to the Superior Court may be taken in accordance with the
Maine--Administrative - Procedure--Aet, Title 5, chapter 375,
subchapter VII.

Sec. 29. 37-B MRSA §505, sub-§2, 1[1[]3 and D, as amended by PL.

1993, c. 694, §8, are further amended to read:

B. The diwvwisien bureau shall pay to a spouse or child of a
veteran a maximum of $300 per year toward the cost of higher
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273,

education during a period not exceeding 8 semesters of
attendance or 6 consecutive academic years from the date of
first entrance. The Direeteor--of -Opexatiens director may

"waive the limitation of 6 consecutive academic years when

the recipient's education has been interrupted by severe
medical disability or illness making continued attendance
impossible. These educational benefits must be used for the
purpose of providing tuition, matriculation fees, board,
room rent, books and supplies. Assistance wunder this
subsection may not be paid to any eligible person receiving
benefits under paragraph C.

D. Appropriations for the administration of this subsection
must be determined from the recommendation of the DBireeter
of-Operations director, who shall furnish estimates of the
costs of carrying out this subsection in the same manner as
for other appropriations allocated to the divisien bureau.

Appropriations made for these purposes will be to a specific
account.

Sec. 30. 37-B MRSA §505, sub-§4, B, as amended by PL 1993, c.

§2, is further amended to read:
B. The divisien bureau:

(1) Must have a specific expertise on radiation and
toxic chemicals, particularly dioxin;

(2) Must be knowledgeable of the specific reasons for
the Federal Government's policy regarding assistance to
veterans relative to their exposure to radiation and
toxic chemicals;

£3)---Shall--develop--and -present--a--response~-to--fedexral
ageneies--coneerning--vekterans--and--their--exposure—-kte
radiation-and-teoxie- chemicads and,~-in -this-regard,-musk
be--knowlkedgeable -ef--any--actiens--bedng -taken--by-ockher
skatesy--<coordinate--this- - -State'-s---response —-with--any
mutti-stake-effort--and,-if-there--appears-to-be-a-laek
of-leadershipr-take-a-teadership-role-in-sueh-an-effoxrks

(4) Shall actively seek out veterans who may have been
exposed to radiation and toxic chemicals and attempt to
involve them in available programs and act as an
ombudsman for them;

{5} -~ May--develep - and--disseninate -written--materials -6n
aktomie-~radiation - -and --Agent - Orange~--A--bosklet--muskt
inglude--information - on--the - followingi---the - effect-of
e@Rposure--on--veterans---and --their --childrens--serviges
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available--from--the - Veterans'- - Admind strations--how-—-to
£ile-e¢laims--and -elass-action--sukits) ~-and--the -names -and
addresses-of-state,-local-and private -ageneies-te~whiech
ve ke rans ~-may - -go - -£o - assi-etance.- - ~Ia--developing--the
booklekt,-the -division-shatl-follow -the -recommendations
o f - any- -commission - or--commi-ttee -that-has- studied -Agent
Orange-and-atemie-radiakien-problemss

(6) May attend conferences that are necessary to carry
out the responsibilities in this paragraph; and

(7) Shall maintain the 2 registries of veterans
residing in the State, one for Vietnam veterans who
report they were exposed to toxic chemicals while
serving in the armed services and one for atomic
veterans who report they were exposed to radiation
while serving in the armed services, that were
initially developed in consultation with the former
Commission on Vietnam and Atomic Veterans---Te-maintain.
the--registries, - the--division - shald--eelleet--the-—names
£ rom- - existing - - reg-stries ~-and- - may ~ - contact-~-okher
organigations» -~ hold ~-public --hearings - - or---use---okher
methods-to-eottect-the-names-of-vekerans~; and

{83 - - Shall-~assign - at- -least ~-one - enployee--£6 - work--on-~a
full-time--basis--to--cargy--euk--the--cpecial--veterans
services-reguired-by~this-subseckion~

(9) Must ensure that all veterans' counselors have a

working expertise of special veterans services reguired
by this subsection,

Sec. 31. 37-B MRSA §506, sub-§1, as amended by PL 1993, c.
694, §9, is further amended to read:

1. Claimant or representative. To the claimant personally,
as to matters concerning the <claimant alone, when, in the
Directer-of-Operakion’s director's judgment, the disclosure would
not be injurious to the claimant's physical or mental health, or
to the claimant's duly appointed guardian or duly authorized
representative holding a power or appointment approved by the
supervisor;

Sec. 32. 37-B MRSA §507, first §, as amended by PL 1991, c.
626, §20, is further amended to read:

The divisien bureau may accept federal funds under any

federal law now in effect or hereafter enacted that makes these
funds available to the states for:

Page 12-LR0431(1)
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Sec. 33. 37-B MRSA §603, as amended by PL 1991, c. 626, §24,

is further amended to read:
§603. Board of trustees

The administration of the homes is vested in the Board of
Trustees of the Maine Veterans' Homes, as authorized by Title 5,
section 12004-G, subsection 34, The board consists of 10
members, one of whom must be the Superviser--0f -the-Diuvision-ef
Veterangt--Serviees Director 'of the Bureau of Maine Veterans'
Services, ex officio, who shall serve without term. The Governor
shall appoint the remaining trustees, who must be honorably
discharged war veterans. One member must be appointed from and
represent each of the largest veterans' organizations, not
exceeding 5, that are nationally chartered and have a department
in Maine. The remaining members must be appointed at large and
shall serve staggered 3-year terms. The membership must be
distributed across the State so that 3 reside in the southern
part of the State, 3 in the central part and 3 in the northern
part. In the event of a vacancy, a successor must be appointed
to complete the unexpired term. Each trustee shaill--eentinue
continues to hold office until a successor 1is appointed and
qualified.

Sec. 34. Maine Revised Statutes amended: revision clause.
Wherever in the Maine Revised Statutes the words "Department of
Veterans' Services'" appear or reference is made to those words,
they are amended to read and mean 'Department of Defense,
Veterans and Emergency Management," and the Revisor of Statutes
shall implement this revision when wupdating, publishing or
republishing the statutes.

Sec. 35. Maine Revised Statutes amended; revision clause.
Wherever in the Maine Revised Statutes the words "Commissioner of
Veterans' Services" appear or reference is made to those words,
they are amended to read and mean '"Commissioner of Defense,
Veterans and Emergency Management," and the Revisor of Statutes
shall implement this revision when wupdating, publishing or
republishing the statutes.

SUMMARY

This bill restores the Division of Veterans' Services to
bureau status as it existed before 1991 and renames it as the
Bureau of Maine Veterans' Services.

In the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 37-B, section 4, the

bill substitutes the term Adjutant General with the term
commissioner and empowers the commissioner to authorize any of
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the 3 bureau directors with the commissioner's authority should
the commissioner be unavailable or unable to act.

The bill repeals Title 37-B, section 107 and replaces it
with section 107-A to expand the pool of possible appointees
within the senior field grade officer rank of the Maine National
Guard for the Adjutant General's position.

The bill amends Title 37-B, section 143 as follows:

1. The bill clarifies and simplifies the wording in
subsection 1 and consistently wuses the term "active state
service."

2. The bill authorizes health and dental insurance benefits
for those members of the Maine National Guard placed on state
active service orders for more than 15 days for drug enforcement
duties or military duty by consent.

The bill specifies that fees collected for lodging on behalf
of the Federal Government must be turned in to the Federal
Government. Additionally, the legislation does not set the room
charges, which will allow the Military Bureau to set fees using
guidelines established by the National Guard Bureau.

The bill specifies that the Maine National Guard may charge
for services provided with state authorization. The money
collected pays costs of providing those services.

The bill replaces the Director of Civil Emergency
Preparedness with the Director of the Maine Emergency Management
Agency, and restores the Director of the Bureau of Maine
Veterans' Services to pay range 85.

The bill specifies ‘that money will be appropriated for
veterans financial educational assistance into a specific
account. The atomic radiation and Agent Orange studies have been
completed and therefore references are removed.

The bill changes the name of the Department of Veterans'
Services to the Department of Defense, Veterans and Emergency
Management to include in its title the Maine Emergency Management
Agency.

The bill provides an automatic extension of the power of
attorney that a member of the United States Armed Forces Reserves
uses to provide a temporary guardian in their place in the event
of their mobilization., If the mobilization exceeds 6 months,
then that power of attorney would be automatically extended until
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30 days after the service member returns from duty or until order
of the court.
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