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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997

Legislative Document ‘ No. 1129

H.P. 824 House of Representatives, February 20, 1997

An Act to Allow Hunting License Vendors a 3% Fee for Nonresident
Hunting Licenses Purchased with Credit Cards.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered printed.

W.

OSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative DEXTER of Kingfield.
Cosponsored by Representatives: BAKER of Dixfield, BARTH of Bethel, BUNKER of

Kossuth Township, NICKERSON of Turner, O’NEAL of Limestone, WHEELER of
Bridgewater.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, current law allows a vendor who issues hunting
licenses to charge a maximum fee of §1 for each license issued:
and

Whereas, persons purchasing hunting licenses may use credit
cards to pay for the license:; and

Whereas, if a credit card is used, the vendor must pay the
credit card company a fee that is a percentage of the amount
charged to the credit card; and

Whereas, in some cases, this fee could exceed the $1 the
vendor may charge, thus causing the vendor to lose money; and

Whereas, it is important that this legislation be enacted as
soon as possible so that vendors receive compensation for their
efforts; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following Jlegislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety: now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

~ Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §7101, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1989, c. 918,
Pt. D, §2, is further amended to read:

2. Agent's fee. Clerks or other agents appointed by the
commissioner to issue licenses and permits shall charge a fee of
$1 for each hunting license issued. If the license is issued to
a nonresident who uses a credit card to pa y the fees required by
this section, the clerk or agent issuing the license may charge

the nonresident an additional fee of 3% of the amount charged to
the credit card. The commissioner shall charge a fee of $1 for
each hunting license issued by department employees.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill allows clerks or agents who issue hunting licenses
to charge nonresidents using a credit card to purchase those
licenses, in addition to the current fee of $1, a fee of 3% of
the amount charged to the credit card.
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