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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 33 MRSA §151-A, sub-§2 is enacted to read:

2. Nonpumerical. "Nonnumerical"' means lacking a definitive
numerical value and includés, but is not limited to terms such as
”parallgl,” "perpendicular' and 'right angles."

Sec. 2. 33 MRSA §151-B is enacted to read:

§151-B. Property descriptions

The following provisions apply to the interpretation of a
deed conveying an interest in real estate.

1. Hoponumerical descriptions. When a deed describes
property using a nonnumerical term to describe the direction of a
boundary, and the nonnumerical direction conflicts with a
definitive numerical distance given in the same description, the
definitive numerical distance controls.

2.  Ezceptions. Notwithstanding subgection 1. the

nonnumerical di ion ntrols in s red hi tion
when:

L

A, The grantor's clear and express intent is that - the
nonnumerical direction controls the numerical distance; or

B. The preponderance of evidence compels a determination
that the nonnumerical direction is more reliable than the
numerical distance.

SUMMARY

This bill provides, with 2 exceptions, that numerical
distances set forth in a deed description of property boundaries
govern over nonnumerical directions, that is, terms such as
"parallel"” and ‘"perpendicular,'" in the same description. The
bill enacts law contrary to that set forth in Taylor v. Hanson,
541 A.2d 155 (Me. 1988) and Snyder v. Haagen, 679 A.2d 510 (Me.
1996). These cases held that directions control over distances
in property descriptions in deeds.
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