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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 7 MRSA §3972, sub-§2, as amended by PL 1989, c. 342,
§2, is further amended to read:

2. Vieolation. Any person who makes unlawful use of animals
contrary to this section commits a eivil--wielatien cgrime for
which a £erfeiture fine not to exceed $300 $1,000 may be
adjudged. Notwithgtanding Title 17-A, section 4-B, unlawful use
of animals is a Class E crime except that a term of imprisonment

may not be imposed. For the purposes of this section, "animal"
does not include lobsters or shellfish,

Sec. 2. 7T MRSA §4013, sub-§3 is enacted to read:

3. Fine. Notwithstanding Title 17-A, sections 4-A, 4-B and
1301, a person who violates this section commits a Class D crime
for which a fine of not less than $1,000 nor more than $2,500 may
be adjudged and except that a term of imprisonment may not be

im ed.

Sec. 3. 7 MRSA §4014, as enacted by PL 1987, c. 383, §3, is
amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read:

Notwithstanding Title 17-A, sections 4-A, 4-B and 1301, a
person who violates this section commits a Class E crime for
which a fine of not less than $100 noxr more than $1,000 ma
adjudged and except that a term of imprisopment may not be
imposed.

Sec. 4. 7TMRSA §4015, sub-§5 is enacted to read:

5. Fine. Notwithstending Title 17-A, sections 4-A, 4-B and
1301, a Qergdn who violates this section commits a Class E crime
for which a fine of not less than $500 nor more than $1,000 may
be adjudged and except that a term of imprisonment may not be
imposed.

Sec. 5. 7 MRSA §4016, as amended by PL 1993, c. 81, §1, is
repealed and the following enacted in its place:

4016. Violation

Except as otherwise specified in this chapter, and
notwithstanding Title 17-A, sections 4-A, 4-B and 1301:

1. Fipe. Any person who violates this chapter commits a
Class E crime for which a fine of not less than $1.000 or more
than $2,500 for each offense must be adjudged and for which such
other relief as may be necessary to restore the animal to good
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health or to ameliorate the effects of cruelty and to ensure that
the animal is well cared for may be ordered; and

2. Impri nt not au rized. A rm_of imprisonment m
not be imposed.

Sec. 6. 7T MRSA §4018 is enacted to read:
4018. R rt of su cted cruelt

1. Duty to report. When, while acting in a professional
capacity., a veterinarian knows or has reasonable cause to suspect
that an animal is the subject of cruelty or neglect in violation
of this chapter, the veterinarian shall immediately report such

knowl e r icion to th local law enforcement agenc or
animal control officer.

2. Violatiom., A person that violates this section commits
a civil violation for which a forfeiture not to exceed $100 may
be adjudged.

SUMMARY

This bill makes the following changes to the laws governing
cruelty to and mistreatment of animals.

1. It increases the fine for unlawful use of animals from
$100 to $1,000 and changes it from a civil violation to a Class E
crime.

2. It increases the fine for failing to provide sustenance
to an animal from between $100 and $1,000 to between $1,000 and
$2,500 and changes it from a civil violation to a Class D crime,

3. It changes the violation of failure to provide necessary
medical attention to an animal from a civil violation to a Class
E crime,

4, It changes the fine for failure to provide shelter and
clean conditions for an animal from between $100 and $1,000 to
between $500 and $1,000 and changes it from a civil violation to
a Class E crime.

5. It changes the general fine for cruelty to animals from
between $100 and $1,000 to between $1,000 and $2,500 and changes
violation of the chapter from a civil violation to a Class E
crime.
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6. It imposes a duty on a veterinarian who knows or has
reasonable cause to suspect that an animal is the subject of
cruelty or neglect to report such knowledge or suspicion to the
local law enforcement agency or animal control officer.
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