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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 19 MRS A §§2·A, 34 and 93 are enacted to read: 
4 

12-1\. Findings and purposes 
6 

All municipal clerks and courts of this State shall have a 
8 duty and shall be legally reguired to construe the prQvisions of 

Maine's marriage laws in accordance with the following findings 
10 and purposes: 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

1. Finding~ The people of the State of~ne find that: 

A. The union of one man and one woman joined in traditional 
monogamous marriage is of inestimable value to societyj~e 
State has a compelliillL- interest to nur.-t..u.Ie and prQmote thet 
unigue institution Qf~raditional monogamous marria~n the 
support of harmonious families and the-l2.hY.sical and mental 
~h of children; and, that the State ha~he compelling 
intere§t in promoting the moral values inherent in 
traditional monogamous marriage. 

2. Purposes. The purposes of this chapter are: 

A. To encourage the traditional monogamR-~ family unit as 
.t.b&.. basic building block of our socie.ty, the fQundation of 
harmonious and enriching family lifei 

B. To nurture, §lJstain and protect, the traditional 
monogamolJS family unit in MQ.in~ society, its moral. 
imp~ratives, it§ economic function, and its unigue 
~ontribution to the rearing of healthy childreIlL.Qnd 

C. To support and s~ngthen traditional monogamous Maine 
families against improper interference from out-of-state 
influences or edicts. 

38 SlL.. Same sex marriage ...ru:ohibi ted 

40 Persons of the same sex may not contract marriage. 

42 §93. Certain marriages performed in another state not 
recognized in this S~ 

44 
Any marriage performed in another state that would violate 

46 any provision of section 31 to 34 if performed in this State is 
not recQgnized in this State and is considered void if the 

48 }?arties take up residence in this State. 

50 Sec. 2. 19·A MRSA §650 is enacted to read: 
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§650. Findings and purposes 
2 

All municipal clerks and courts of this State shall have a 
4 ~ and shall be legally required to construe the provisions of 

Maine I s marriage laws in accordance with the following findings 
6 and purposes :. 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

1. Findings. The people of the State of Maine find that:. 

~_The union of 'one man and one woman joined in traditional 
IDQnQgamous marriage is of inestimable value to society; the 
State has a compelling interest to nurture and promote the 
unique institution of traditional monogamQus marriage in the 
support of harmonious families and the physical and mental 
health of children; Dnd, thDt the StDte hDS the compelling 
intere§.!. in promotin~he morDl vDlues inherent in 
traditional monogam~~s marriDge. 

2. Purposes. The purposes of this chapter are: 

A. To enCQurage the tradit.ional monogamous family unit as 
.the basic building block of our society. the foundDtion of 
hDrmonious and enric~ng family li~ 

B. TQ nurture, sustain and protect the t;rag,itional 
mQnogDmQUS family unit in MainJL..........£ociety, it;s mQral 
imperatives, its economiQ funct;ion and its unique 
CQntribytiQn tQ the rearing of healthy children, ang, 

30 C. To support and strengthell tradi tionDl monogamQUS Maine 
families against improper interferenQe frQm out-of-state 

32 influences or edicts. 

34 Sec.3. 19w A MRS A §701, su.b-§§l~A and 5 are enacted to read: 

36 1-A. Certain flarriages performed in another state no 
recognized in this State. Any marriage performed in another 

38 ~tate_that would violate Dny provisions of subseQtiQns 2 to 5 if 
performeg, in this State is not recognized in this State and is 

40 considered void if the parties take up resig,ence in this State. 

42 .s..... Same sex marriage prohibited. Persons of the same sex 

44 

46 

48 

may not; contract marriage '. 

SUMMARY 

This initiated bill prohibits persons of the same sex from 
contracting marriage. 
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