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118th MAINE LEGISLATURE 

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997 

Legislative Document No. 973 

H.P.709 House of Representatives, February 11, 1997 

An Act to Allow Towns within a Community School District to Vote on 
a School Budget by Referendum. 

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered 
printed. 

Presented by Representative LAYTON of Cherryfield. 
Cosponsored by Representatives: CAMPBELL of Holden, MACK of Standish, PINKHAM of 
Lamoine, Senator: GOLDTHW AIT of Hancock. 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows: 
2 

Sec. 1. 20-A MRSA §1701-A is enacted to read: 
4 

§1701-A. Alternative voting procedures 
6 

If requested by a written petition of at least 10°-0 of the 
8 number of voters voting in the last gubernatorial election in the 

municipalities within the district, the district school committee 
10 shall cau§e the following article to be voted on by the voters of 

the member municipalitie§. 
12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

"Shall Community School District No. ~uire that the 
voting at future district budget meetings and special 
.d..iJU;;r ict budget meetings Q§ done ~eferendum wi thin .... eac.h 
member municipality of the district. instead of using thl,'1. 
4istrict meeting procedure? 

Yes No 

1. Procedure. The procedure for voting on the article is 
22 .as follows. 

24 

26 

28 

30 

32 

34 

36 

38 

40 

42 

44 

46 

48 

50 

~ On receipt of a re~uest_~ud if th~request compli@~~~it~ 
.th.~ requirement of this ~tion, the __ district school 
committee shall imm~diately noti~. the municipal officers 
within the district of the rece~f th~requ~st. 

B. The municipal officers of each munici.PQ.lity within .th~ 

district shall place the article on the ballots for that 
municipality for the next statewide election occurring at 
lea§t 45 days after the date on which the municipal officers 
receive~the notice. 

C. The warrants, no~~d voting procedures to._bEl 
followed within a .!!Lunicip<;1lity, including ab~ voting 
procedures, mu§t be the same <;1S those provided in Title 
21-A, except that the duties of the Secretary of State must 
be performed by the district school committee. 

D. Municipal clerks shall, wi thin 24 hours of the 
determination of the results of the vote in their 
municip<;11ity, certify to the district school committee the 
total number of votes cast in the <;1ffirmative and in the 
negative on the article. 

E. As soon <;1S all of the results from all of the 
municipalities have been returned to the district school 
committee, the committee shall meet and compute the total 
number of vote§ cast in the affirmative and in the negative 
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2 

4 

6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

on the article in all of the municipalities within the 
district. 

L....:.. If the district school committee determines that there 
were more votes cast in the affirmative than there were in 
the negative on the article, they shall declare that the 
article has passed. 

G. If the district school committee determines that the 
total number of votes cast on the article in the affirmative 
is equal to or less than those in the negative, they shall 
declare that the article has not passe~ 

H. The dlitJ-ict school committee shall enter their 
declaration and computatiQDs in their records and send 
certified copies of it to the municipal clerk of each 
municipality within the __ district.. ... 

2. Application. Follow.,LI),g the district school committee I s 
20 declaration -.that the article haS_.J?assedt the committee shall 

require the vQting at all future district budget meetings to be 
22 doneJY referendum within each municipality of the district. The 

voting must be held in accordan~with-tpe prQcedYIes set out in 
24 sections 1351 to 1354, except tbat tbe warrant and absentee 

ballQts for the meeting must be prepared and distributed to the 
26 munic.,ipal clerks at least 14 days prior to the date of the 

referendum. The committee may hold informational meetings on 
28 voting-11X.Qcedure .and budget prior to vQting. The committee shall 

be responsible for the form of the articles to be voted on in the 
30 municipalities, except as otherwise provided by law. 

32 3. Failure to approve a budget. If the budget or a portion 
of the budget fails_to receive a majority vote at the referendum, 

34 the district school committee shall decide in a public proceeding 
whether subsequent votes on the portion of the budget that was 

36 defe~must be conducted in accordance with the referendum 
procedure in subsectiQn 2 or at a district budget meeting held at 

38 a single pl~ in the district in accordance with procedures in 
sections 1303 and 1304 .. Subsequent votes conducted in accordance 

40 with the referendum procedure in subsection 2 must be held within 
45 days. Subsequent votes conducted in accordance with sections 

42 1303 and 1304 must be held within 30 days. These referenda or 
meetings must be held solely for the purpose of approving an 

44 al ternative operating school budget to replace the part of the 
proposed budget that the voters failed to approve. The cQmmittee 

46 may continue in this manner until an alternative budget is 
adopted. 

48 

4. Reconsideration of alternative voting procedure. If a 
50 Community School District has adopted the alternative voting 
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procedure in accordance with ~his section, then .the district 
2 school committee may submit the following article to the voters 

not more than once every 3 yearQt to determine if the district 
4 will change itQ voting process to the ~ocess set out in sections 

1303 and 1304. 
6 

8 

10 

12 

14 

16 

18 

20 

22 

24 

26 

28 

30 

"Shall Community School District No. change its 
voting procedure so that future district budget 
meetings and special district budget meetings U$e the 
.c;li§..trict meeting procedure instead of the alternative 
voting procedure, which is vot..ing by referendum within 
each member municipality of tpe district? 

A. The process for reconsideration may be initia~either 
by the~strict school committee or by a written petition of 
at least 10'%, of the num~9..L.....YQ.t.g):·s votin..9.--J-n the last 
guberna.l'..9_rial election in the !IlillliJ;:ipali ties wi thin the 
district. 

B. The procedure for votinJL on the article and for ca~j1ill 
out the election must be as set forth in this ~tio~ 

C. If the article passeQ. then future district budgets will 
be adopted in accordance with~tj,.~lQLq,nd 1304; if the 
article fails to pass, th~he alternative voting procedure 
will continue to be the process for adopti.ruL--1ludge.t.Lin the 
district. 

32 SUMMARY 

34 This bill provides an alternative voting procedure allowing 
district towns of a community school district to vote on a budget 

36 by a district,...wide referendum. This procedure is similar to the 
alternative voting procedure available to school administrative 

38 districts. 
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