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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not
become effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted
as emergencies; and

Whereas, the credibility of the tribal courts of the
Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation is in danger by the
lack of statutory directives ensuring the accordance of £full
faith and credit to their proceedings, findings, orders and
decisions; and

Whereas, failure to accord full faith and credit to the
proceedings, findings, orders and decisions of the tribal courts
results in delays in the recognition and protection of
individuals and their rights; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety:; now, therefore,

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Ma’ink\e as follows:
Sec. 1. 30 MRSA §6209-C is enacted to read:

§6209-C. Tribal court

1. Full faith and credit. Proceedings, findings, orders
and decigions of the tribal courts of the Passamaguoddy Tribe and
the Penobscot Nation must be given full faith and credit

throughout the State.

2. Contempt. The tribal courts of the Passamaguoddy Tribe
and the Penobscot Nation have the same contempt authority to
punish violations of orders and subpoenas as do the state courts.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the
preamble, this Act takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This bill requires that the proceedings, £findings, orders
and decisions of the Passamaquoddy Tribal Court and the Penobscot
Nation Tribal Court be given the same weight and force as
proceedings, findings, orders and decisions of the courts of the
State.
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