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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 17-A MRSA §554-B is enacted to read:

554-B. Failure to report sexual assault upon a child by a parent
or surrogate parent

1. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise
indicates, the following terms have the following meanings.

A "Child" means a person who has not attained 18 years of
age.

B. "Sexually assaulted" means having engaged in conduct
defined as a crime in section 556 or chapter 11,

C. "Sexually exploited'" means having engaged in conduct
defined as a crime in Title 17, section 2922.

2. A person is guilty of failure to report a sexual assault
upon a child by a parent or surrogate parent if that person,
being a parent, foster parent, guardian or other similar person
responsible for the long-term general care and welfare of a child
and knowing or having reasonable cause to suspect that another

arent, f r paren vardian or other person responsible for
the long-term general care and welfare of that c¢hild has sexually

assaulted or sexually exploited that child fails to report, or
cause a report to be made, to the Department of Human Services.

3. Failure to report a sexual assault upon a child by a
parent or surrogate parent is a Class D crime,

SUMMARY

This bill makes it a Class D crime for a parent or surrogate
parent who knows of, or has reasonable cause to suspect, sexual
assault or exploitation of a child by another parent or surrogate
parent to fail to report or cause a report to be made to the
Department of Human Services.
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