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L.D. 914 
2 

DATE: L/-/L/-q! (Filing No. H- 110' ) 
4 

6 TRANSPORTATION 

8 

10 Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

12 

14 

16 

18 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

l1STH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "/t,, t.o H.P. 661, L.D. 914, Bill, "An 
20 Act Regarding Penalties for Failure to Yield the Right-of-way to 

an Emergency Vehicle" 
22 

Amend the bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
24 clause and before the summary and inserting in its place the 

following: 
26 

'Sec. 1. 29·A MRSA §2054, sub-§4, as enacted by PL 1993, c. 
28 683, Pt. A, §2 and affected by Pt. B, §5, is amended to read: 

30 4. Right-of-way. An authorized emergency vehicle operated 
in response to, but not returning from, a call or fire alarm or 

32 operated in pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law 
has the right-of-way when emitting a visual signal using an 

34 emergency light and an audible signal using a bell or siren. On 
the approach of any such vehicle, the operator of every other 

36 vehicle shall immediately draw that vehicle as near as 
practicable to the right-hand curb, parallel to the curb and 

38 clear of any intersection and bring it to a standstill until the 
authorized emergency vehicle has passed. A violation of thli 

40 subsection is a Class E crime that, notwithstanding Title 17 -A, 
-.S.ection .1301, is punishable by- a minimum fine of $250 for the 

42 first offense and for a 2nd offense occurring within 3 years of 
the first offense a mandatory 30-day suspension of a driver's 

44 license. 

46 Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§4-A is enacted to read: 

48 4-A~e-9-'\"~te_L~~Q!me"L~-.-li_@,Ui tY-f-Q_L_YJ~_:Q. . .i~;J.~ failin,g to 
y.i~ld rigb,t-of-way. A person who is a registered owner of a 

50 vehicle at the time that vehicle is involved in a violation of 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" n" to H.P. 661, L.D. 914 

§lJosection 4 commiJ;,s a trc~Jj:Jc infraction unless a defen.se. 
applies pursuant jo paragL2ph· D. For purposes of this 
.§ubsection, "registered owner" includes a person issued a dealer 
or transporter registration plate. 

A. The operator of an au~horized eme~gency vehicl.,~ who 
Q.o_s.!u ... yes a vio1g.1:.iop_Q.f~Qsec.tj,.on 4 m.Qy reJ?Q.~t----.t.he. 

vio1gtion to a 19w enforcement officer. If a report is 
made, the opergtor ahQl~~the time gnd the locgtion of 
the violation gnd the r~gistrgtion plate number and g 
de~cription of th~hiQle involved. The officer shgll 
initiate gn investiggtion of the reported violation and, if 
possible, contact the registered owner of the motor vehicle 
involved and reqyest that the registered owner supply 
information identifying the operator of the registered 
Q}o!ner 's motor vehic.ilt... 

B. Tb&J.nvesti.g.a.tin--9~U.cer mg¥. caus~.hsLL~s-i_Q.ter~_<LQ..w_n.§.!: 
of the vehicle to be served with a summons for a violgtion 
of this subsection. 

C. Excep...t......ru>-------P ... r~d in p.ara--9Lp.ph D, it is not a._Q.efe~s...e. 

to a violation of this subsection that g registered owner 
was not operating the vehicle gtthe time of the violgtion. 

D. The following gre defenses to a violation of this 
subse.ction. 

( 1) I L..£L.pe.r..s..o.n.-.-9J;,heJ"_t.han t.hL..L~ ... g.iJLte r:.§d owne r is 
gperating the vehicle at the time of the violation of 
.subsection 4 gnd is convicted of that violation, the 
registered owner mgy not be, found in violation of this 
subsection. 

(2) If the register.§d own~r is g lessor of vehicles 
gnd gt the time of the violgtion the vehicle was in the 
possession of a lessee and the lessor provides the. 
investigC9.tion officer with a copy of the legse 
agreement containing the information reguired by 
~ection 254. the lessee, not the lessor, mgy be charged 
under this subsection. 

(3) If the velJ,Jc;le is operate.sl..-1lsilJg a dealer or 
transporter registrgtion plgte and at the time of the 
violgtion the vehicle was operated by any person other 
than the dealer or transporter and if the dealer or 
trgnsport~J-PIQvides the investigatin9-Qi1icer with the 
pame gnd apd~§ of t~e~n who had control over the. 
vehicle gt the time of the violgtion, thgt person, not 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H. P. 661, L. D. 914 

.th~Qe.9,JJ;tr or transporter, may be charged under this 
subsectiQlL.. 

(4) If a re.12QLLthat the v!;!hicle was stolell is given 
to a law enforceIDe~.9_L[.Lc~~.gJ!ncy before th~ 

vLolation .QccurlL.QL~thin a reasol1able time after the 
Yi.QlQ_tion o..Q.Q!l~~Q..~mrnl,-.ti~tion determines the 
vehicle w~tolen, the registered owner may not be 
charged under this subsection.' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class E crimes. If 
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties 
are estimated to be $83.78 per day per prisoner. These costs are 
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may 
result in a jail sentence and the resulting costs to the county 
jail system are expected to be insignificant. 

The additional workload and administrative costs associated 
with the minimal number of new cases filed in the court system 
can be absorbed within the budgeted resources of the Judicial 
Department. The collection of additional fines may increase 
General Fund revenue by minor amounts. 

The collection of reinstatement fees from additional" motor 
vehicle license suspensions may increase Highway Fund revenue by 
mi"nor amounts.' 

SUMMARY 

The amendment replaces the bill. It makes failing to yield 
the right-of-way to an emergency vehicle engaged in an emergency 
response a Class E crime. It also provides that the operator of 
an emergency vehicle that is engaged in an emergency response may 
report the license plate number of a vehicle that fails to yield 
the right-of-way to that emergency vehicle. The registered owner 
of that vehicle is considered to have committed a traffic 
infraction unless the registered owner provides one of 4 defenses: 

1. A person other than the owner is convicted of failing to 
yield the right-of-way; 

2. The registered owner is a lessor of vehicles and a 
lessee was driving the vehicle; 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT" 4" to H.P. 661, L.D. 914 

3. The 
registration 
was operated 
or 

vehicle is operated using a dealer or transporter 
plate and at the time of the violation the vehicle 
by any person other than the dealer of transporter; 

4. A report that the vehicle was stolen is given to a law 
8 enforcement officer or agency before the violation occurs or 

within a reasonable time after the violation occurs and an 
10 investigation determines the vehicle was stolen. 
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