MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




118th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-1997

Legislative Document No. 856

H.P. 631 House of Representatives, February 6, 1997

Resolve, to Review Special Education Laws to Determine if They
Exceed Federal Requirements.

(EMERGENCY)

Reference to the Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs suggested and ordered
printed.

JOSEPH W. MAYO, Clerk

Presented by Representative McELROY of Unity.

Cosponsored by Senator MILLS of Somerset and

Representatives: BELANGER of Caribou, BERRY of Belmont, BUMPS of China, CLUKEY
of Houlton, LEMKE of Westbrook, PERKINS of Penobscot, SKOGLUND of St. George,
SPEAR of Nobleboro.
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Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts and resolves of the
Legislature do mnot become effective wuntil 90 days after
adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, it is important to determine whether the laws and
rules of this 8State governing special education conform to
federal requirements; and

Whereas, it is imperative that this determination be made
before the expiration of the 90-day period; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts
create an emergency within the meaning of the Constitution of
Maine and require the following legislation as immediately
necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health and
safety: now, therefore, be it

Sec. 1. Review of special education laws and rules. Resolved: That
the Commissioner of Education shall review all the laws and rules
governing special education in this State to determine whether
these laws and rules exceed federal requirements for special
education contained in federal laws, rules and regulations. If
the commissioner determines that a rule exceeds federal
regquirements, the commissioner shall take the necessary steps to
amend that rule so that it conforms to federal requirements. If
the commissioner determines that a law exceeds federal
requirements, the commissioner shall include a description of
that law and a draft of a recommended amendment to that law that
would serve to conform that law to federal requirements in the
report of the commissioner's findings pursuant to this section
that the commissioner shall submit to the Joint Standing
Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs no later than May 1,
1997. The committee may report out a bill or bills to conform
the laws of this State governing special education to federal
requirements in the Second Regular Session of the 118th
Legislature.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the

preamble, this resolve takes effect when approved.

SUMMARY

This resolve directs the Commissioner of Education to review
the laws and rules governing special education to determine

whether they exceed federal requirements. The commissioner is
directed to take the necessary steps to amend rules to conform
them to federal requirements., The commissioner is directed to

report to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural
Affairs no later than May 1, 1997.
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