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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 5 MRSA §14-A is enacted to read:

14-A. Use of public office or agency facilities in campaigns:
prohibited

1. Prohibited activities. An elected official or an
employee of an elected offigial's office or any person appointed
to or employed by any public office or agency may not use or
authorize the use of any of the facilities of a public office or
agency, directly or indirectly. for the purpose of assisting a
campaign for election of any person to any office or for the
promotion of, or opposition to, a ballot proposition. Facilities
of a_public office or an agency include, but are not limited to,
the use _of stationery, postage, machines and _equipment,
agsistance from employvees of the office or agency during working
hours, vehicles., office space. publications of the office or

agency and c¢lientele 1lists of persons served by the office or
encye.

2 E=xceptioms. This section does not apply to the following
activities:

A. _Action taken at an_ open public meeting by members of an
elected legiglative body to express a collective decision,
or _to actually vote wupon a motion, proposal, resolution,
order or - ordinance, or to support or oppose _a ballot
proposition as long as any required notice of the meeting
includes the title and number of the ballot proposition and
members of the legislative body or members of the public are
afforded an approximately equal opportunity for the
expression of an opposing view;

C. Activities that are part of the mnormal and regular
conduct of the office or agency.

SUMMARY

This bill prohibits the use of a public office or agency
facilities by an elected official, or an employee of any elected
official, for the purpose of assisting a campaign for the
election of any person to any office or for the promotion of, or
opposition to, any ballot proposition.
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