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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §1254 is repealed and the following enacted
in its place:

§1254. Public works

Any department of this State or any of its political
subdivisions or any_ county, city, town, township or plantation
may engage in the following public works without the services of
a registered professional engineer if the work is within the
scope of what is routinely and customarily performed by the
entity regponsible and if the work, bhoth as performed and as
completed, does not create any undue risk to public safety or
welfare:

1. Construction., maintenance apnd repair. Construction,
maintenance and repair of roads, sidewalks, shoulders, ditches,.
culverts, underdrains. small single-story structures and limited
elements of water and sewer systems: and

2. Routine work. Other routine and customary public works
construction projects that do not exce a _value of 100 times the
State's average weekly wage as determined from year to year by
the Department of Labor.

The authority granted by this section does not include
authority to  design and build highway bridges: electrical,
hydraulic or mechanical systems: or other structures and systems

that reguire any significant level of technical competence to
address issues of public safety or welfare.

SUMMARY

Current law provides that public works departments may
engage in construction without using a registered professional
engineer as long as the contemplated cost for the project does
not exceed $5,000. This bill changes the law to permit public
works departments, without wusing a registered professional
engineer, to engage in maintenance, construction and repair of
roads and sidewalks and other routine construction whose costs do
not exceed a value of 100 times the State's average weekly wage.
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