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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:
Sec. 1. 35-A MRSA §7101-B is enacted to read:
§7101-B. Access rates

By December 31, 1997, the commission shall establish access
rates that promote economic development and interexchange carrier
competition and that are based on the forward looking economic
cost of providing -the sgeivice. For purposes of this section,
"access rates" means the rates that an interexchange carrier pays
for access to a local exchange carrier's facilities and services
in order to provide interexchange service in the State.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Public Utilities Commission, by
December 31, 1997, to establish interexchange access rates that
are based on the forward looking economic cost of providing the
service. o





