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L.D. 692 

(Filing No. H- 113 ) 

MARINE RESOURCES 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk of 
the House. 

STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

118TH LEGISLATURE 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "H" to H.P. 501, L. D. 692, Bi 11, "An 
Act Concerning the Importation of Marine Organisms That May Be 
Dangerous to Indigenous Marine Life or Its Environment" 

Amend the bill by striking out all of section 1 and 
inserting in its place the following: 

'Sec. 1. 12 MRSA §6071, as amended by PL 1995, c. 406, §§4 
and 5, is further amended to read: 

§607l. Importing of certain marine organisms 

1. Li ve importing for introduction into coastal waters. 
Except for Atlantic salmon imported by the Atlantic Salmon 
Authority under Part 12, it is unlawful to iat::F9GI*e€--aF import 
for introduction, possess for purposes of introduction or 
introduce into aay coastal waters aay Q live marine organism aF 
ta-pe££€££-~~~-thase-~R~~e£~~€£-~--~~&&G-aF~aa,isms without 
a permit issued by the commissioner pursuant to subsection 2. 

2. Permi ts and regulations on importing for introduction. 
The commissioner may grant peFmits a permj,t to passe&&r-~mpaFt: 

aaa import for introduction, possess for purposes of introduction 
Q£ introduce aa-~~aRism to the coastal waters a live marine 
organism if t:hase--aetiaas the introduction, importation or 
L!Q.ssession will not endanger the indigenous marine life or its 
environment. Prior to granting a permit to introduce a 
nonindigenous organism, whieh that has not been previously 
introduced under a permit, the commissioner shall hold a hearing. 
The commissioner may adopt or amend Fe~l:I.*at:iaas rules governing 
the importing and introduction of organisms to the coastal waters 
and the issuing of permits, to the extent required to prevent the 
introduction of bacteria, fungus, virus or any other infectious 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT .. p, to H.P. 501, L.D. 692 

or contagious 
that may be 
environment. 

disease or 
dangerous 

parasite, predator or 
to indigenous marine 

other 
life 

organism 
or its 

2-A. Restric~ing importati9n oJ--2Iq~ism. The commissioner 
!!!g~dQPt rules und~which t~mmissiQner may restri~lle. 

.i.In],1QrtatiQn Qf a mad,ne organism frQm a particular location wlt~n 

the cQmmissiQner determines that an Qrganism from that IQcation 
is Qr may be diseased or infected in any manner. Rules adQP~ 
pursuant to this subsection are rQutine technical rules pursuant 
to Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter II-A. 

3. Organism and products embargoed and condemned. The 
commissioner or the commissioner I s agent may indefinitely 
embargo, condemn or order to be destroyed aBY £ marine e~~aBisms 
Qrganism or marine organism product either indigenous or imported 
aBa-~~~-~e-~~~-wa~e~5--~&-¥~~~~~~~-~~~-seetieB 

wReBeye~-4~-~5-~~mi~~~~~~~-~~~-~Bse~Be-~aa±itYt 
eeBtaiBs--aBY--~~~~~Yr-~-~--~~~~-5~~~a£€e~--may--ge 
peiSeBeYS-~-~~~~~-t~-aea~&a~-e~-~~~~~~-~&sa~r--~Re 

eemmissieBe~--5~J--~~~--w1&a--tRese-~~~~-~--~eae~a± 

a~eBeies--RayiB~--simi±a~--~espeBsi9i±ity--iB--tRe--p~eteetieB--e~ 

pY9±ie-~~~~~-1B-e£~e~€~£~-~~~rGe~-~e-~~-~-e~ 

aest~ey ... if: 

~1·h!L9Xganisl!l. __ Qb--!>LQgl,l_ct is il1t..r.QJ~liH;;slJ;'L to __ .Q..Q.M..tj~.1 wat5li.ri 
in violation of this sectiQn ang the cQmmissioner determines 
that the organism or product is Qf unsQund quality, contains 
any filthy, decomposed Qr putri.d substance, may be PQisQnous 
or deleterious tQ health or is otherwise unsafel.-

B. The Qrgani~m or prQduct is intenged for introguction ~ 
coastal waters and the cQmmissioner determines the organism 
or proguct is diseased or otherwise in a cQndition that it 
intrQguced tQ cQastal waters could endanger ingigenQus 
marine life or its environment; Qr 

c. Handling Qf the Qrganism or product could result i~tDe 
intrQguctiQn of that Qrganism or prQguct tQ the coastal 
waters ang the cQmmissioner determines the Qrganism Qr 
prQduct is diseased or Qtherwise in a condition that if 
intrQduced to coastal waters coulg endanger indigenous 
marine life or its envirQnment. 

The commissiQner shall cQQP_erate with thQse state a~edeUJ,l. 

£gencies haying similar responsibility in the protection of 
public health and in enfQrcing the orger to embargQ, congemn or 
gestrQY· 
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COMMITTEE AMENDMENT "~,, to H.P. 501, L.D. 692 

If any marine organisms or marine organism product is embargoed, 
condemned or ordered destroyed, the commissioner or the 
commissioner's agent shall, as soon as practical, notify the 
owner in w;riting of the amount and kind of marine organisms or 
marine organism product embargoed, condemned or destroyed. 

4. Salmon imports prohibited. Except as provided in this 
subsection and section 9906, it is unlawful to import for 
introduction into any waters of the State any Atlantic salmon, 
live or as eggs, that originate in any Icelandic or European 
territorial waters or any other species of salmon, exclusive of 
rainbow trout, originating west of the North America continental 
divide. The commissioner may grant an exemption from the 
provisions of this subsection for a term not to exceed 2 years, 
renewable upon application, for legitimate aquacultural projects.' 

Further amend the bill by inserting at the end before the 
summary the following: 

'FISCAL NOTE 

This bill may increase prosecutions for Class D crimes. If 
a jail sentence is imposed, the additional costs to the counties 
are estimated to be $83.78 per day per prisoner. These costs are 
not reimbursed by the State. The number of prosecutions that may 
result in a jail sentence and the resulting costs to the county 
jail system are expected to be insignificant. 

The additional workload, administrative costs and indigent 
defense costs associated with the minimal number of new cases 
filed in the court system can be absorbed within the budgeted 
resources of the Judicial Department. The collection of 
additional fines may also increase General Fund revenue by minor 
amounts. 

The Department of Marine Resources will incur some minor 
additional costs to adopt certain rules pertaining to the 
importation of marine organisms and to enforce those rules. 
These costs can be absorbed within the department's existing 
budgeted resources.' 

SUMMARY 

This amendment provides the Commissioner of Marine Resources 
authority to embargo, condemn or order destroyed any marine 
organism or marine organism product that, if introduced to the 
coastal waters, could endanger indigenous marine life or the 
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marine environment. It also provides the Commissioner of Marine 
2 Resources authority to restrict the importation of a marine 

organism from a particular location when the commissioner 
4 determines that a marine organism from that location is or may be 

diseased or infected in any manner. 
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